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What does 2001-2002 hold for The Picaro? 

W ith the 2000 - 2001 academic year 
at a close, a question facing The 
Picaro s t a ff and by ext en sion the 

Mount studen t population is "what does 
the future hold for our campus pa per ?" 
With a n ew Students' Union executive on 

its way in and new s taff bein g hired a t The 
Picaro, this is an ideal t ime to plan for 
comfog years. A suggestion put forth by 
The Picaro and agreed to by Students' 
Union would be to levy a m edia fee on stu: 
dents. We realize that a proposal such as 
this requires explanation and we will try 
provide it. 

In 2001 - 2002, The Picaro anticipates 

fu nding its operat ion thr ough three prima, 
ry m eans; funds from student fees , adver, 
tisin g revenu e and fund-raising. 

The Picaro pr oposes to levy a m odest. 
fee upon ·s tudents to r eplace the funding 
we h ave tra ditionally received from 
Students' U nion . Alth ough The Picaro h ae 
h ad a contract with the Union, this h as 
not served to gua rantee yearly funding. In 
the past, this funding has been in the 
range of$ 15 000 but has varied depending 
on our operational budget . We propose to 
solicit these funds directly from student::: 
in the form of a levy of approximately $5-
$7 per student. This levy could r eplace a 

When bad things happen to 
good papers 
By Jessica Padykula, The Brock Press 

ST. Catharines, Ont. - As long as there get is the idea that a paper r epresents the 
have been student n ewspapers, there h ave student body. If the paper is threatened, the 
been reader s disgruntled by their content. collective voice is threatened , as well, h e 
Th.e 2000-2001 school year h as seen law- says. 
suits, pulled. funding and shut down "Eventually students wise- up to the 
attempts a t universities across Canada . But fact that it is their voice being cut off wh en 
so~ehow, student n ewspaper, supported by campus papers are compromised ," says 
their staff and m any 0£ their readers , seem Nelson. A student paper is meant to r epre
to bounce back. sent the thoughts, opinions, and concerns of 

When disaster strikes, student paper s the student population. Autonomy puts full 
th a t are owned by their student union are control into the hands of those who actually 
often more vulnerable to cen sorship and work at the paper and know what itls all 
sh1:1tdown attempts. Spat s with s tudent about," says Nelson. "It is h aving freedom 
umons, however, are not r est ricted to non- over your own resources." 
aut onomous papers. However, it doesn 't necessarily mean a 

Accord.ipg to J er emy Nelson, president free . ride. The Link, one of two student 
~f Canadian University Press (CUP), about pa pers at Con cor dia University in 

alf of CuP's 75 members are autonomous. Montreal, is an autonomous publication. 
"T?e biggest threat to student newspaper s However, the paper has not been able to 
gom~ autonomous is being able to get off on escape shutdown threats. 
~he .nght track financially," Nelson says. "It According to Ariel Troster, editor-in
is difficult for many papers in this respect, chief of The Link, three Concordia students 
because th e staff don't u su ally have a great have banded together in an attempt to shut 
deal of managem ent experience, which can down the publica tion. These students, 
create problems wh en dealing with funds." calling themselves th e Link's Accountability 

When student unions decide to with- and Democr acy Committee, feel the paper 
hold funds from campus publications for does not adequately represent th e student 
whatever reason, it is an extremely frus- body as a wh ole and argue that the paper 
trating situation for all involved , says favours certain groups while ignoring or 
Nelson . being unsympathetic to the needs of others. 

. "It is very unfortunate that every year One of the committee members was previ
there are a number of people in charge at ous ly a writer for The Link. Troster points 
student unions all over Canada who just out that she only called into question the 
don't get it," says Nelson. What they don't continued on page 2 

portion of the student fees that would have 
been delivered to us under the old contract 
system, decreasing the burden on individ-
ual students. 

The levy system has a twofold benefi t; 
it provides The Picaro with a guaranteed 
source of funding each year and it provides 
a needed separation between the student 
newspaper and the student government. 
BY charging a flat fee per student, our rev
enue would be directly propo,rtional to 
enrollment. We see this as an fair situation 
as students fon:ii our primary audience 
and core of contributors.It is students who 
ultimately hold us accountable. Because 

the Mount has a relatively stable popula
tion, yearly funding would be secure and 
not subject to budget constraints ·or poli
tics. This freedom to operate is critical to 
our goal of producing a viable, thriving stu
dent newspaper. Equally important is th e 
autonomy a levy system would provide. 
Presently, we are funded by Students' 
Union as a line item in their budget. Our 
funding is dictated by the size of their bud
get. Optimally, our funding from the Union 
would remain stable each year but in light 
ofrecent spending cuts, ambiguity over our 
contract and misunderstandings this has 
not been so. Financial disagreements 

Open Letter to the Mount Saint 
Vincent Unive-rsity community 

' 

gon Iveson President-Elect, Canadian University Press 
The student press is vital. It is vital to 
building communities on campus. It is 
vital to keeping administrations and stu
dent associations accountable. It is vital 
to keeping students entertained and 
informed. As students, your press is vital 
to you. 

Citizenship means a lot more than 
simple membership. It requires keeping 
abreast of developments in your communi
ty and engaging those developments criti
cally. Without the aid of an independent 
community-based press, students' ability 
to function as citizens in their own com
munity is undermined. 

Unlike some campus media, which 
simply targets students for advertising, 
the student press is your press. The aim of 
the student press is not to profit off its 
audience. Nevertheless, crucial monies 
from advertising are becoming scarce as 
other media like bathroom advertising 
and commercial magazines invade the 
market. In light of this, it is essential that 
the student press be afforded guaranteed 
funding to keep it running during lean 

times. It is also essential that this funding 
be protected from political interference by 
administrations and students' associa
tions. Students must decide to grant this 
money, and only the students at large 
should be able to revoke it by democratic 
means. 

But that will hopefully never happen. 
Instead, there are other actions 
students can take to register discontent 
with their newspaper. If someone dis
agrees with a story then they may choose 
to write in and note that complaint in a 
letter. They can also choose not to read the 
newspaper. Most critically, however, is 
this: as long as there is a student press 
then students retain these choice . 

Spending a few years at a university 
campus is an extraordinary experience. 
Without a student press it wouldn't be the 
same. Campus would lose one of its most 
important voice , and students would lose 
one of their be t defender . The student 
press must be protected and even 
strengthened. It is vital. 

This issue has been paid for by 
student newspapers across 

Canada that support The Picaro 
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between the Students' Union and the 
newspaper have the potential to nega
tively effect' the relationship between the 
two o~ganizations. This relationship 
should be courteous but distant allowing 
for the student newspaper to objectively 
review the actions of the Union and 
report on them to students. 

The Picaro's second primary source 
of funding will be through advertise
ments. Advertising revenue will be used 
as a complement to student funding and 
should in no way be seen as a replace
ment. With the exception of one or two 
exceptionally large papers,. Canadian 
university newspapers do not rely exclu
sively on advertising to fund their bud
gets. As well as the issue of practicality, 
a heavy reliance on ads raises certain 
journalistic questions. As a student news
paper we are committed to providing a 
voice for student-not merely publishing 
a corporate flier. The Picaro traditionally 
relies on advertising to meet 40% of our 
budget needs. This figure has remained 
relatively stable over the last number of 
years and we do not anticipate any sig
nificant change in the future. . 

The third source of funding we will 
be employing is fund-raising. Fund-rais
ing will not be used to cover our budget 
but will be employed on an as needed 
basis to cover costs that do not fall with- . 
in our operating budget ( i.e., attending 
national conferences) 

This proposed outline is not set in 
stone. It is ultimately The Picaro's goal to 
be autonomous from Students' Union and 
we believe a levy is the fastest and most 
painless way to do this. We look forward 
to working with the Union in the coming 
months to meet our mutual goal of ensur
ing a free press on campus. The P icaro's 
highest priority will always be to act as a 
forum for students' issues and expres
sion. 

AND WHITE 
It,s your right! 

Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A. 
Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine-Visas Arranged 

Counselors: Combined childcareneadling. Must be able to teach or lead one or more of the following acfrli1ies: 
gymnastics. tennis, sWim, sail, caooe, water ski, arts ftrtduding stained glass, sa\liing, jewe'.ry, wood, pholl>). dance, 
irusic, .theatre. archef}', wrldemess trips, field sports, equestrian. 
S&rvice Workers: kiichen, tau!ldry, l\oosel\eeplog, maintenance & groo!\ds. 
Nowsirokers. Juna 17 to Au.gust 23. Attractive saiaiy {US) plus travel allowance. 

: Visit our camp on our plloto website: http://homepage.mac.comlkippewaforgirls/ 

. io Apply: AppficaiiOl'ls are available on our websile; www.Jdppewa.com or cootact us aJ the numbeis listed below for 
, a slaff bmcin.m:i aod application. 

Klppewa, Sox 340, Westwood, Massachusetts. 02090·0340, U.S.A. 
e·maiJ: kippewa@tiac.net I tel: 781~162"'8291 I fa~: 781-255~7167 
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paper's accountability after the writer's 
stozy w;:i,s cut when she was found to have 
personal ties to the group she was reporting 
on. Another member of the committee was 
told at .one point by The Link that a 2000-
word essay he had submitted would not be 
published because the paper· didn't publish 
essays. 

These two students, along with one 
other, ha:.e demanded the paper's staff 
resign from their posts and hand over all of 
the paperis financial information. They 
have also demanded the paper change the 
qualifications for hiring staff. 

Should these demands not be met, the 
committee · is prepared to petition 
Concordia's student union to include a ques
tion on the next student referendum, where 
students could vote to strip the paper of its 
funding, space and assets. The question 
stipulates that all current staff be fired and 
a new publication started using The Link's 
assets. 
''The entire thing is totally absurd," says 
Traster. 

In this case, the paper's autonomy does 
not completely protect it from the risk of a 
shutdown. ·However, they are fighting just 
the same. Although Concordia's student 
union is not the one · making the threats, 
they are not intervening to help solve the 
situation. 

As of yet, Concordia's student union 
has not officially stepped forward in support 
of the committee. However, according to 

Traster, their stance towards 
the Link has been consistent 
with the committee's ideas. 

Despite The Link's current turmoil, 
Traster is still an enthusiastic advocate of 
autonomy. 

"Our autonomy is what has protected 
us in the past," she says. "When it all comes 
down to it, Ilm quite confident in terms of 
our security." In her view, autonomy is 
"absolutely essential" for a student newspa
per. 
"I honestly don't ·kriow where we would be 

without it, and I am shocked that so many 
papers out there aren't," she concludes. 

The Gateway, the University of 
Alberta's student newspaper, is presently in 
the process of an autonomy drive in hopes of 
gaining independence from the University 
of Alberta's student union. "With regards to 
autonomy, the biggest advantage would be 
not having to worry about political conse
quences [of a story]," says Dan Lazin, editor
in-chief of The Gateway. 

Problems similai: to those experienced 
by the Link began at the Gateway in 
October, 2000. The Gateway printed an edi
torial about a student union policy they felt 
was riot putting student money to good use. 
The piece was not taken well by the union 
who decided to come down hard on th~ 
Gateway and Lazin in particular. The union 
told Lazin that they found the paper to be 
grossly over-budgeted and that this was 
grounds for his termination.· 
"These were idle threats,",he says. "We were 
not over budget by any means and went to 
our books tq prove it to them." 

This altercation put the paper at odds. 
with the student union and their relation· 
ship has deteriorated since, "We have been 
threatened for simply doing our job," says 
Lazin. ''That would not happen if we had 
autonomy." 

B:m or pubs (that rv food) and te$taurants 
MUST have 112 of their catiogasstnokc--f~. 

The tense relationship 
between the student union and 
the Link began even before the 
student protest. Earlier in the 
year, an ugly scandal erupted 
involving the theft of about 
$200,000 in student union 
funds. During this situation, 
an editorial appeared in the 
paper, suggesting that the stu
dents were victims of the 
union's careless and reprehen
sible behavior. 

The Gateway had been granted a ques
tion on a March 7 student referendum ask· 
ing students to pay a $5 per year levy to sep· 
arate the paper from the student union. But 
the student union councillors decided at the 
last minute that the paper hadn't followed 
referendum rules and canceled the vote, in 
spite of more than 2,200 student signattu·es 
on a petition in favour of autonomy. 

·'HIW~S.!00 

lf they don't ... 

• .ASk for your smoke-free searing 

• Call H.RM Bybw 
En oCQClllCllta£ 490-5640 

"This created a climate 
where sometrung like what is 
going on right now can flour
ish," s_ays Tr0ster, who stands 

fllllb behind the editorial. "But we 
._. _________ .._ _____________ know the paper will be fine." 

"Now we have followed all of their pre· 
cise little rules, so we are hoping for a refer
endum sometime in the future," said Lazin. 
'We could go to court, but it wouldn't speed 
things up, so it's not really worth it." 
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But We Love 
Our Picarol 
Michelle Angela LeBlanc 

In recent months, there has been much 
discussion on campus about the financial 
relationship between The Picaro and the 
Students' Union. It has in fact become 
one of the issues of the ~ecent ~tudents' 
union election campaign. One of the con
cerns, in addition to the funding, appears 
to be the role The Picaro plays in student 
life on campus. · 

The Picaro is one of the advertising 
tools used by The Canadian Studies 
Society. Perhaps one of the reasons· our 
society is so active on campus is the pub
licity achieved through The Picaro. Our 
sl!lall but vocal group relies on The 
Picaro to get out information about up 
coming events and to report on special 
activities that have taken place, such as 
the lecture given by Dr. Karen 
Macfarlane at our annual spring Tea. 
Without The Picaro, our advertising 
would be cut in' half, having to rely sole
ly on word of mouth and small posters 
that are tacked to every wall on campus. 
Looking for something more, the society 
approached The Picaro about publishing 
announcements on the events of the 
Canadian Studies Society holds. Over 
the past two years The Picaro has been 
accommodating, even publishing photos 
·every now and again. 

This is one of the services we believe 
a student paper should provide. It 
should keep students informed about 
what societies are doing and help to 
encourage students to become more 
involved in campus life. 

As a society we do not always agree 
with what goes in the Picaro, but we 
.stand behind our paper and hope that 
one day there will be a page devoted to 
the societies on campus. 

The Picaro has an awesome role to 
fill and The Canadian Studies Society 
wants to be a part of fulfilling that role. 
Of course, The Picaro needs money. More 
important, it needs readers and writers. 
It needs student support and interest. 
The people working on the Picaro are 
doing so with no money and very little 
support from anyone. We wish to tell the 
Picaro we see their long days and thank 
them for the support they have given our 
society. Life on campus will be much 
poorer if there is 
no paper. 

Hopefully the Student Union and 
the Picaro will resolve their financial 
issues. There is much more at stake here 
then money. 
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Study the Art & Science 
North America's Leading School in Complementary Health Science 

"MASSAGE .THERAPY" 

Kine-Co nee.pt 
INSTITUTE ·INC. 
Research and 
Training in 
.Massage Therapy 

Federal and Provincial financial assistant 
available to qualified applicants. 
New Brunswick's 1st and Oldest 
Accredited Professional Massage Therapy 
Training Program. Call for a FREE 
Catalogue 
Or see our website at 

ww:w .kineconcept.icom 

Call Ton FrP.P.= 877-4~4-~46~ 

MASSAGE THERAPY 
TRAINING & RESEARCH 
495 Prospect Street 
Fredericton, N .B. 
(506) 454-5463 

Kine Concept Institute is now accepting 
applications for its 2500 hour Advanced Massage 
Therapy Diploma Program. 
To begin: Septe.mber, 2001 

Practical Introductory Course Prerequisite will be 
held: March· 24-25, May 26-27., 
June 16-17, July 14-15 and August 10-11 

SOCIAL SERVICE 'CAREERS USA 
. . 

RESIDENTIAL YOUTH COUNSELORS WORK IN CENTRAL 
MASSACHUSETTS· CHILDREN/AiJO·LESCENTS - SEVERE EMOTIONAL 

DISTURBANCES, INTERVIEW HALIFAX MARCH 25, 26 27 RELATED 
BACHELORS DEGREE/ DIPLOMA, CAR REQUIRED 

CONTACT KATHI 800-863-0076 FAX: 781-340-5257 
EMAIL:EFAY@HAMSHER.COM, APPLY ONLINE: WWW.HAMSHER.COM 
HAMILTON & SHERWOOD 1500 MAIN STREET, WEYMOUTH MA USA 

02190 
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Join thousands 
of other students and ... 

... Stay on Do yo:u need a course 
to graduate? 

Course ls the coursa you want to 
take lull? 

Do you need a course to tit 
· ~our timetable? 
Oo you want to finish your 

program faster? 

If so, Athabasca University has 
hundreds ol individualized study 

courses you can take through 
distance and online education. 

•Register throughout the year. 
• Study at you own pace. 

• Transfer earned credits to your program. 
· •Get individualized tutor and student support. 
• Registration fees include all books and 

course materials. 
• Challenge courses for credit 

Register today and chart your course of study 
with Canada's leader in individuaHzed distance 

and ooline teaming. 

Call Today To Get Started! 

1·888-206-6471 

The Picaro 
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You can . 
test drive the 
Acadia 
Advantage 
at Canadas best 
underg·raduate 
university. 

ooretta Groenendylc. • • 

Choose from over 80 quality credit cour~es in. ~~~~\~~n . 
· at·1ons History 1· • I Science Art Commu1:uc Interdisciplinary Po itica 

Biology Eco~omic:s Studies Psychology 
E llsh Recreation Mgmt. Business ng Latin 
ESL Sociology Chemistry Math 

Classics French Music Spanish 
Computer Sci. Geology -

Correspondence, Video, Internet CD ROM, . 
Delivered on campus '?r .th~oug~va Scotia. 
and/or at on-site locations in N . 

- - d Distance Education 
Acadia Continuing an 
Wolfville, Nova Scotia. Canada BOP 1 XO continuing.education@acadi_au.ca 
902-585-1434 • 800-565-6568 http://conted.acad1au.ca 

Fax 902-585-1 068 

Want to know more about 
government services for you? 

· • Looking for a new job • Taking parental leave 

1 800 0-Canada 
(1800 622·6232) 

• Starting your own business 
• Getting access to the Internet 

• Planning your retirement 
• Making your home 

energy efficient 

Learn more about the hundreds of services available. Call us and 
talk to an agent in person. Visit our Web site. Or drop by the 
Service Canada Access Centre nearest you. 

TTY/TDD 1 800 465-7735 www.canada.gc.ca Canada 
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Your choice 
for only 

s9900· 
·And you'll teceive a ·free 

handsfree earpiece with 
your ·purchase of either the 
CDM4500 or the V2260. 

.....,,3.1110 
·an a 2-year activation. see ~es for details. 1 .. 8()0..267-1110 

The Importance of the Alternative Press 
Andrew Gillis, Editor in Chief 

The end of the Picaro may lead to the 
end of much more Mount Saint Vincent 
University may not have a student paper 
for much longer. To lose the Picaro would 
be a huge loss because it is the only stu
dent media on campus and thus is the 
only forum for students a t the Mount to 
voice opinions and concerns. 

Its demise is the result of muddled 
finances within the paper itself and the 
MSVU Student's Union. Ultimately, is 
has to be seen that the end of the Picaro 
is at the hands of a student union that 
doesn't see the importance of student
alternative media. 

Where does this mindset come from? 
Why wc;n1ld a Student's Union view bal
ancing books as more important that 
having a means for · student communica
tion? (ironically, at the only university in 
Canada with a Bache lor of Public 
Relations degree.) Is it becau.se the stu-

dent union can't dictate to the Picaro 
what s tories to publish and when they 
should be printed? Is it that the student 
union wants a rag to broadcast their 
agencta to the students at the Mount? As 
it happens, at the same time the student 
union at the Mount s topped all funding 
to the Picaro, they have instigated fund
ing a Student's Union newsletter. Could 
this be interpreted a s the Student 
Union's attempt to replace the Picaro? 

What students at the Mount, as well 
as at Dalhousie, need to understand is 
that the st udent press is an integral part 
of the university community. The student 
press can act as agents of change, as well 
as reflect the views and opinions of the 
university students and faculty. It is 
important that students defend and con
tribute to student media in order for it to 
work. Student media, and especially the 
student press, serves a unique purpose 

within a university community. It is the 
voice of the student, it is the vehicle for 
opinions to be heard, it is the bastion of 
discourse and the student's interpreter 
of news. Above all, as a student it is 
yours, you own it, you put fees into your 
student media and you deserve it to 
work. 

Most people believe that student 
media outlets, organizations like the 
Picaro, will be around for ever. Students 
believe that the student newspaper is 
run by a few students in a closed group. 
It may look that way, but .ask any mem
ber of any university student paper, 
whether in Dalhousie, Mount Saint 
Vincen't or in University of Toronto, it is 
not the case a t all. Student media works 
only when it is used by the university 
community, including students and fac
ulty, and when the community con-. 
tributes to the paper. It cannot be run 
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only by a few for the many. It would not 
work. · 

We at the Dalhousie Gazette support 
the initiatives of our peers at the Picaro 
as they fight to survive as an indepen
dent, unbiased examiner at Mount Saint 
Vincent University. We support the con
tinued existence of student journalism at 
the Mount. We believe that the Picaro 
plays an important role in the university 
life at Mount Sa int Vincent. It is now the 
time to act, whether students of 
Dalhousie, Mount Saint. Vincent or the 
University of Toronto- any student, fac
ulty or person interested in keeping an 
integral part of the Mount culture. We 
must act in protest to keep the Pica ro 
alive. 

It is time that we started to value 
the arts over budgets. It is now time to 
va lue culture over bank statements. 
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Where wl:lining will get you: Acquainted with your student press 
Jeremy Nelson, President, Canadian University Press 
So you've got a problem with the Daily and a tape-recorder in hand. 
News. Or maybe its CTV Whatever the So you write the story. It's a good one, 
case, you're mad so you vow to march down about a new program the Mount is start
to corporate HQ and take it right to the ing. The social history of cheese making, or 
top. Let's say it's a particularly bad week something like that. And next week, not 
and you've also got a problem with your only is your name on the front page of the 
student paper the Picaro. And like the oth- paper, but your belly is full of Gouda (or 
ers, you've decided tbat it too will incur Brie if you prefer. But I prefer Gouda). You 
your wrath. think that's it. But no. 

So first you march downtown to deal You get a call from the editor. 
with the mainstream media bigwigs. Apparently, these folks at this organiza
Unfortunately you don't have much luck. tion called Canadian University Press 
There's receptionist at the door. There's · (CUP) thought your story was pretty fun. 
protocol to follow. There's daytimers t~ So they're putting it on their news wire. 
pencil in. And there's the fact that average And now, 75 papers across Canada, some of 
Joes can't just walk in unannounced and them with circulation of more than 20,000 
demand to go right to the top. Sheesh! Who issues, have the chance to inform your 
do you think you are? readers about the new Mount Saint 

Luckily the day isn't a total write off. Vincent centre of excellence for the study 
Over at the Picaro the only thing you have of cheese. Wow. 
to get through is a few dozen pizza boxes The same day you also get a call from the 
on the floor. The office is not particularly Daily News· or maybe CTV or whoever it 
glamorous of course, but its cozy place with was you marched downtown to see. They 
pictures and jokes in magic-marker on the say your complaint has been taken under 
wall and a few computers chugging along advisement and they thank you for your 
in the corner. And of course, there's the edi- feedback. You know it's a brush off. But 
tor. Despite the fairly noticeable bags what do you care? You're not complaining 
under her eyes, she smiles as you walk in. ·about the news anymore. You're not on the 

You chat. If you smoke, yol:l go ol:lt for outside looking in. You're making it. 
a smoke. If you don't, you have coffee. Maybe you volunteer more after this 
Whatever the case, its pretty relaxed. In experience. Maybe you edit the paper, or 
the end you sort things out. She e~plains become a regional bureau chief for CUP. 
that you were right to be concerned about Maybe you go on to make a name for your
the article you read. But it was written by self in journalism, joining people like Peter 
a volunteer and the paper has a mandate Gzowski and Pamella Wallin who also got 
to accept volunteers submissions. The their start in the student press. Or maybe 
Picaro is a non-profit service, she explains you write books. Did you know that Pierre 
- a forum for all students. Burton and Margaret Laurence also start-

Hmm ... a forum, eh? 'What's this you ed a student paper? Or maybe it's politics. 
said about volunteers,' you ask. ·Her eyes Yep, student newspapers also produced a 
light up (us newspaper type.s like volun- host of MPs and even Joe Clark. (He even 
teers). You don't know· where they come ran for president of CUP and lost - .who 
from or how it happens so fast, but all of a knew it was the start of a trend?) 
sudden there's a bunch of writing Whatever the case, because the door 
resources and how-to sheets on your lap was open, because the editor would talk to 

you, because you could actually write for 
the paper, because it was a paper owned by 
the community it served, well, it changed 
your life. It could be in a small way - by 
helping improve the community on cam
pus, learning writing skills or just under
standing media better - or it could even 
change your career path. But it made a dif
ference for you and more importantly, you 
made a difference for the readers, Pretty 
cool eh? 

That's the way it works. That's what hap
pened to me, and now, by a strange collec
tion of mistakes· and accidents, I've found 
my way to the president's chair at 
Canadian University Press. It's a nice 
chair. Nice and cushy with big arm rests 
and well-oiled wheels for whizzing around 
the office. The coolest thing about the 
chair though id that it revolves. Not only 
literally, but figuratively. And so does your 
editor's seat. It changes, and every year a 
new student is in charge, ensuring that 
every year there is new blood at the paper 
and new ideas on how to serve students. 
Sure, the revolutions makes us dizzy once 
and a while and that means we're not 
always perfect. But neither is the main
stream media. 

The cool thing is unlike them, if you 
don't like it at the Mount, you can walk in 
and not only complain, but you can write 
something that you want to see in the 
paper. I write all this not as some strange 
tangent, bu~ actually as quite a serious 
plea for your support . Without your help, 
you may not have all the neat things I just 
described for much longer. It's a shame 
really, because the Picaro has long history 
at the Mount - it's almost as old as the 
school. And it, along with its counterparts 
on campuses across Canada, are pretty 
unique. Canada is blessed to have the 
largest collection in the world of student 
papers that are owned by students, run on 
a non-profit basis, and democratically run 

Protecting our natural heritage 
Jean Fau is a chief park warden for Parks Canada. He and his colleagues 
protect the plant and animal life in our national parks. They also help Canadians 
explore and enjoy these special places. This is just one of the hundreds of services 
provided by the Government ·Of Canada. 

For ni:ore information on government services: 
• Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you 
• Visit www.canada.gc.ca 
•Call 1 800 O·Canada {1'800 622-6232) 
TTY/TDD: 1 800 4fi5•7735 Canada 

at that. Unfortunately, the fact that the 
paper is unique, or that it has a long histo
ry, or that it is really quite a beautiful 
institution doesn't guarantee its life. Like 
most other things in the world that are 
unique, historied and full of quirky beauty, 
the Picaro is fragile. At this point it should 
actually be put on the endangered species 
list. 

A portion of the money your students 
union collects each year -four bucks per 
student or so - the money the Picaro 
needs to survive, has been cut by you stu
dent reps. Its supposedly because of a bud
get crunch. We don't know the veracity of 
that statement, but then again, we don't 
really care much either. Budget crunch or 
no budget crunch, this paper must be 
saved. Your student reps have agreed to 
find a solution. It's a promise only you can 
hold them to. One option may be simply 
levying a separate fund for the paper. You 
may be asked to just pay a buck or two a 
year directly to the paper, gl!laranteeing 
that no student union budget crunch ever 
threatens your paper again. Whatever the 
case, its only you that can save them now. 
They are Princess Lea. You are Obi-Won. 
The force is your voice as students. Use the 
force. Okay, bad analogy. In all seriousness 
though, we need you to save the paper. A 
phone call, an email, a head in the door to 
find out what is going on will make all the 
difference. But we need that help soon. 
Things are down to the wire. The staff of 
the newspaper hasn't been paid a cent of 
their modest honoraria this year. This 
issue is only being paid for by the dona
tions of student newspapers from across 
Canada. 

There are few chances in your life to 
leave a legacy. Now is one of them. Stand 
up for your forum,. your voice on campus, 
and make sure all other students have the 
same chance in the future. 
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Our Forum is in Danger 
To the Editor: 
I have been a reader of The Picaro for four
teen years. During that time, its standard has 
varied wildly. There have been years when it 
was a pleasure to read - a student paper the 
university could be proud o( At other times it 
has been frankly embarrassing, as in the 
infamous year which concluded with the pub
lic shaming of a student for the unforgivable 
crime of being both a feminist and a lesbian. 
Yet Pve never been so saddened as I was by 
the last issue - not because of any fault on 
the part of the editors, but because it is so 
clear that financial circumstances are mak
ing it next to impossible to bring out any kind 
of paper at all. 

The fact is that, whether it is a good 
paper or a bad paper - and that depends on 
who volunteers to work on it in any given 
year - the important thing is that there is a 
paper. Universities are, after all, first and 
foremost institutions for the free exchange of 
information, ideas, and 
opinions, and it is essential that there is a 
forum where students can engage in this, not 
just as members of a class (where you are 
graded on your ideas and opinions at the 
end), but as members of a .community. It 
seems to me that any Student Union that 
refuses to provide adequate funding to the 
student newspaper out of the fees students 
pay is doing its members a serious disservice. 

Maybe, as the Student Union claims, The 
Picaro's funding has been cut for purely 
financial reasons, and there is no agenda of 
trying to muzzle a potentially critical voice. 
Nevertheless, it has to be realized that with
out a strong student newspaper the first 
thing that suffers is accountability. Given 
that only a tiny minority of students regular
ly attend Student Union meetings, how is 
someone critical of Student Union policy to 
share her concerns with her fellow students? 
When major decisions, such as withdrawal 
from the Canadian Federation of Students, 
are to be made, where is the forum where 
both sides can present their arguments, so 
that students can make an informed 

decision? 
With the very existence of The Picaro 

under threat, what everyone needs to remem
ber is that, whether at the national or the local 
level, the only ones who benefit from ~he 
absence of a free press are those in authon~, 
and that the first casualty of its absence lS 

usually the truth. And if that concerns those of 
you reading -this letter, I would urge you to 
bring your concerns as forcibly as possible to 
the attention of your Student Union. 

Sincerely 
Chris Ferns 
President Mount Saint Vincent 
University Faculty Association 

Cillfrles MacFadden I i 

iCMA I ·-- 1 ; cANJ\DA J 

Ted111 AchieVi ent Aw-ard 
I . 

Shaping the Future 

Take the bus to workl 

Britain i:s j'u,st ·one of ten, Student, W?rk 
Abroad PF·ogra1m d s.tinati.ons. Ask about· 

s,w~ today - onty availabie 
® ' 'Trave1I cuts1' 

· w w w . t rave I 1C u t .s. com 

tl'IRAVEL·• 
Da·L SUB, 3rc1 Floor 494-2054 : 

~}IMI!~;. 

By empowering people and teams, you can expect to bring 
a new vitality to the workplace by tapping into human . 
creativity and innovation. The capability of organizations 
to effectiyely organize, deploy, and integrate teams is 

becoming a best-in-class differentiator. 

CMA Canada Congratulates 
Tina, Par, Derek, Barb and Steve! As the group with the highest standing 
•on the CMA Board Report in Nova Scotia they have successfully combin.ed 
knowledge with ream skills to solve a complex business case. 

The CMA Board Report represents the final milestone for CMA Candidates. 

Pictu~ed from left to right · Tina Lane CMA, Patricia Taylor C.llA, Derek l.:iw cw., Barbara Hubley Cit• and Stephen Countway c11A. 

CMA °Canada - Nova Scotia 422-5836 or Toll Free 800-565-7198 www.cma-canada.org 

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT IN ONTARIO 
AT CAMP WAHANOWIN 

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR? 
Counsellors, Instructors, Support Staff 

2001 EMPLOYMENT DATES 
April 29th to September 2nd (or June 24th) 

STAFF PERKS 
Base Salary, Room, Board, Access to Camp Activities & Facilities, 

Transportation, Subsidy if travelling more than 1000 km, Extensive Staff 
Programming & Events, Great Experience, Great Location, Fun! 

CONTACT US TO RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION OR AN APPLICATION 
OR TO APPLY WITH YOUR RESUME (INCLUDING REFERENCES) 

Phone (416) 482-2600 •Fax (416) 482-2860 
Email - info@wahanowin.com 

· Address - 227 Eglinton Avenue West, Toronto, ON, M4R 1 A9 
We.bslte - www.wahanowin .com 
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Don't Believe the Rumours! 
The Picaro is Alive ••• And Hiring 

Paid positions include: 

EDITOR IN CHIEF 

M~NASINS EDITOR 

AD'1ERTISIN6 MANASE.R .· 

PRODUCTION MANASE.R ( LAYOUT) 

NEWS EDITOR 

-
FEATURES EDITOR 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

SPORTS EDITOR 

PHOTO EDITOR 

Drop off in Room 1 1 4 Rosaria or e-mail to thepicaro@hotmail.com 

or Call 457-6386 for more info. 

As well, writing and other opportunities are always available. 
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