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MeetiliQ fruitful despite · problems 
by Sue Drapeau 
Staff Reporter 

The Annual General Meet
ing of the Student Union, 
which had not been well 
planned from the beginning, 
and which was not well 
attended, turned out to pro
vide a forum for some fruitful 
discussion anyway. 

The meeting, which had 
been planned solel'y - as a 

• • 

· question period of the regular 
council meeting, was even
tuaJiy convened as a separate 
meeting, after some dispute 
as to the proper· procedure for 
a general meeting to take. As 
a result of the dispute, Dachia 
Joudrey, Student Council 
President, left the meeting, 
leaving no members of the 
current executive present for 
the first hour. Andrea Gibbs, 

Executive Vice President, and 
Susan Brennan, Treasurer, 
arrived later. 

·'I can see we have a lot of 
students-at-large here," said 
Karen Stone, Student Council 
President . Elect, and sugges
tions came from the floor to 
carry on with the meeting to 
provide a forum for discus
sion. 

The meeting, informal as it 

was, gave some direction to 
the 1981-82 council, · most of 
whom were present, espe
cially on the topics of the 
Dal-Mount AgreeQ1ent and 
the Union constitution. 

Sto1 1e said thaf she has 
already started working on 
some of the priorities estab
lished at the meeting as well 
as some of her own ideas, 
including re-establishing 
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credibility and co-operation 
with other university depart
ments , for example, Student 
Services. 

"We don't expect you to 
build any great monuments, 
only to provide a base," said 
Paula Wedge, Board of Gover
nors representative on this 
year's council. 

Stone agreed. ''If will be a 
tidying up year, ." she said. 

ME MB BR 

OPENING: A BLUE-RIBBON EVENT 
by Barb W oodroffe 
Sta.a Reporter 

It was not your average 
Saturday on the campus of 
Mount Saint Vincent Univer
sity. 

With cameras clicking and 
flashbulbs firing, enthusiastic 
spectators watched whiJe rep
resentatives from the Univer
sity, the Clergy, and the 
Provincial Government, cut 
the bright blue ribbon to 
officia lly open the doors of the 
new Rosaria Center. 

The ceremoniaJ passing of 
keys took place, reaching the 
hands of representatives from 
Cromarty CQnstruction, the 
architecturaJ firm of Du
maresq & Byrne, the Sisters of 
Charity, Board of Governors, 

Student Union, Alumni, Ad·
ministration and finally the 
Provincial Government. 

·'This key is highly symbolic 
of this day for Mount Saint 
Vincent University," Presi
dent Margaret Fulton said. 
She was enthusiastic speaking 
to the crowd of about 250, and 
was pleased that the building 
was 'finally ·completed. 

"Everyone has lived in ·a 
construction camp now for 
over a year". 

Executiv.e Assistant to the 
President, Michaei Merrigan, 
had a rather humourous paral
lel to describe the growth and 
development of the building, 
saying it was very similar to 
th~ birth process. The build
ing suffered many labor pains 

and false labor pains (refer
ring to the fall electricians 
strike) and " there was no 
delivery until today". Merri
gan encou~aged everyone to 
·'enjoy the new addition to the 
University family." Merrigan 
praised Margaret Fulton for 
naming the building after the 
secon9 President of MSVU, 
Sister Rosaria, "on whose 
shoulders we now stand''. 

Provincial Finance Minis
ter , Joel Matheson, after 
touring the university and 
"being brainwashed by" Dr. 
Fulton for an •hour saia, ' 'The 
Mount is the finest university 
in my constituency ... even the 
country ... perhaps even the 
world." He pledged his con• 

tinued interest and support in 
future endeavors here. 

Provincial Minister of Edu
cation Terrance Donahoe said, 
"The story and history of this 
University is one of achieve
ment.'' He said government 
financing of the project ''was a 
wise expenditure of tax dol
lars '.t' . 

Urtique in that it's primarily 
a women's institQtion, Dona
hoe said he ''recognized the 
vital role the Mount has 
played, and will always play," 
in preparing women .for the 
challenges ahead. ''The 
Mount will enable women to · 
realize their full potential," 
Donahoe said. 

The · Sisters of Charity had 

Opening: 
students 
pleased 

by Barb Woodroffe 
Staff Reporter 

Saturday afternoon was a 
perfect time for students and 
public alike · to · become ac
quainted with the new Rosaria 
Centre. 

The University definitely pro
vided a party atmosphere, with 
plenty of munchies and punch, 
courtesy of V.S. Services, and 
the toe-tapping music provided 

. live by the audio-visual de
partment. 

There were a variety of 
comments from students: 
"Damn good show"; "This 
place is terrific", "lt will be a 
step toward getting rid of the 
apathy", "They moved the 
birds" , "I like the furniture'', 

Tl-ie ribbon is cut to officially open Ro saria Center. Shown left to "Whereisthepubsupposedto 
P · d be?", "I hate the furniture", right are: resi ent Margaret Fulton, Education Ministe! Terrance 
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greetings , congratulations, 
and some inspiring advice for 
the Mount. 

"Mount Saint Vincent Uni
ver~ity is dedicated to the 
pursuit of truth", said Sister 
Anne Harvey, ~ ·and the truth 
wilJ unfold to those who seek 
it. " To promote this attitude 
of searching she said, "It is 
imperative this University be 
concerned with the intellec
tual, spiritual, moral, social, 
and physical needs of those 
who share in its life." 

Many guest speakers ac
knowleaged Ruth Goldbloom, 
chairman of the finance com
mittee, for her efforts in 
raising $1.5 million for the 
building. 
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NOON HOUR FORUM 

·On Thursday. March 19 at the 
Halifax City Regional Library. 5381 
Spring Garden Road. a noon hour 
forum titled Reform or Revolution: 
Latin America In the Eighties will be 
presented by Professor Henry Velt
meyer of St. Mary's University. 

This talk is part of a series of noon 
hour forums titled "Our World in the 
Eighties" co-sponsored by the Inter
national Education Centre and the 
Halifax City Regional Library, held at 
the library every Thursday from 
February 19-March 26, 1981. 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
A panel discussion· on the legalization 

of marijuana will be held at · the 
Dartmouth Regional Library Audi
torium. 100 Wyse Road Tuesday, 
March 17 at 8:00 p.m. 

NESTLE BOYCOTT 
FILM AVAILABLE. 

The film. The Fonnula Factor, 
which deals with the Nestle Boycott, 
will be on campus from Monday, 
March 16 to Friday. March 20. Any 
groups. classes or residences interested 
in reserving the film please contact 
Chris or Margaret, 443-9953, 443-0548. 

Nothing's mor~ fitting than leather 

· STARRING· 

FILM WORKSHOP 
A workshop on making animated 

films will be happening at the 
Woodlawn Mall Branch. Dartmouth 
Regional Library Wednesday. March 
18 at 2:00 p.m. This is a March Break 
program and all students are warmly 
invited to take part. 

CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT 
COFFEE HOUSE A SUCCESS 

"Bring Your Conscience and a 
Friend" was the invitation on the 
posters advertising the Student Chris
tian Movement's coffee house held on 
March 5. Social justice was the theme 
for the evening and highlights included 
Sandy Greenburg's rendition of fem
inist songs and the group Solomon's 
Song's excerpts from Godspell. Kar
anja, a Kenyan student at th1: M.ount. 
performed an excerpt from the play 
"Sizwe Bansi is Dead" by South 
African writer Arthol Fugard. The-play 
is banned in South Africa and the ' 
author is now living in exile. Karanja's 

- brilliant depiction of the life of a South 
African worker left the audience 

PUPPIES 
Anyone interested in obtaining a 

Springer-Boxer Cross puppy should 
contact Dr. Bell at Student Services in 
Rosaria Centre. 

MUSIC AT THE GALLERY 
The Mount Gallery presents a 

performance of Renaissance Music by 
George Beatty. lute, and Glenn 
Walton, voice Sunday, March 22 at 3 
p.m. The performance is free. Call 
443-4450 for further details. · 

. ARTFILM 
The Mount's Wednesday lunch hour 

film program. will show Europe After 
the Rain: Part 2 on March 18 at 12:15 
and 1: 15 p.m. It will also be shown 
Saturday and Sunday. March 21 and 
22 at 2 p.m. This doculljentary 
discusses Dada and surrealism as it 
follows the careers of Arp. Tzara, 
Duchamp. Breton, Dali, Miro, Artaud, 
Magritte and others. Call 443-4450 for 
further details. 

RESIDENCE REMINDER 
~pelloound. · · · Residence room deposit of $45.00 is 

'l payable at the Housing Office by April 
1. . 

Thanks to local Mount talent-Mary 
Thorne (and friend). Sheila James, Tim 
and Steve Fisk. Steve Bruhm, Alan 
MacDonald. Mike and Dave, and 
special thanks to Andrea Currie for her 
performance and her time spent on ~ 
organizing the successful evening. 

EVARISTUSSPONSORING 
WESTERN PARTY 

Yes, it is true. The ladies of Evar
istus Hall (who brought you TOGA If) 
are sponsoring a WESTERN PARTY 
on Friday, March 20 from 8:30 p.m. till 
1:16 a.m. in the multi-purpose room. 
Music will be provided by Magik. So 
put on your jeans, boots, and cowboy 
hat and come to the Western Party for 
a good time. Admission is SI.SO with 
costume ana $2.00 without costume. 

LOOKING FOR 
The Yearbook staff is looking for 

student contributions for this year's 
yearbook. If you have any residences' 
photos, scenic Mount Saint Vincent 
University photos, or poetry you'd like 
to contribute, contact Steve Hall. 
Yearbook Editor, in Rosa"ria. Center. 

FITNESS PROGRAMS 
Fitness programs are available every 

day free of charge in the new Rosaria 
Sports-Athletics Complex. No need to 
pre-register, just show up at the gym. 

Exercise to music Monday and 
Wednesday, 8:00-8:45 a.m. 

Fitness Drop-In Monday through 
Thursday. 12:00-2:00 p.m. 

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
Summer residence applications are 

now available at the Housing Office, 
Rosaria Centre. 

ATTENTION·GRADUATES 
The deadline to have your Grad 

portraits taken has passed. These of 
you who have not made your sitting 
appointment. please do so right away. 
The Yearbook Editor cannot guarantee 
that late submissions will appear in the 
1981 Janus. Grad Info kits will be 
mailed out for next week. Please note 
that the Yearbook staff de not meet on 
Sunday evenings anymore. If you are 
interested in helping out, drop in 
between 11-4 on Monday-Friday. 
Leave your phone number at the 
Student Union Office if the Yearbook 
office is closed. 

ADOPTION REUNIONS 
Adu(t '. adoptees and birth parents 

· now have the opportunity of being 
reunited here · in Nova Scotia. A 
relatively new service with in the 
Department of Social Services of this 
Province will match up adult adoptees 
and birth parents if both parties have 
registered their wishes with that 
Department. 

If you wish to register with the 
Registry you should write the Minister 
of Social Services, Hon. Laird Stirling, 
P.O. Box 696, Halifax, N.S, B3J 2T7. 

Parent Finders carries this service a 
step furth er. The Parent Finders 
organization is made up of adult 
adoptees, birth parents and adoptive 
parents. helping one another to locate 
relatives who are separated by the 
adoption process. This service is 
confidential and discreet. A lifetime 
registration fee of $10.00 is au that is 
required to be registered in their 
reunion registry. Parent Finders has 
over 12,000 people waiting for re
unions. 

Further information on this service 
is available from: Parent Finders, P.O. 
Box 811, Armdale, N.S. B3I,. 4K5. 

Sunjuns & Weejuns 
ATTENTION TO NEW 

BRUNSWICK STUDENTS 
If you are graduating from a degree 

granting instit.ution, you may be 
eligible to apply for a rebate on part of 
your Canadian Student Loan. For 
further information about the New 
Brunswick Loan Remission Program, 

CANADIAN CHILD IN THE 80'8 

NQ_W 
SHOWING 

AT L I M I .T E 0 

5472 SPRING GARD~N ROAD. 
HALIFAX, N.S. B3J 2H8 

contact: -
Department of Youth, Recreation 

and Cultural Resources 
Student Aid Branch 
P.O. Box 6000, Fredericton, N.B. 

CJB SHI 

Ttle Bookstore 

! • ' 

located In Rosaria centre 

·Hours Of Business: 

I 

9am-·spm 
MOndav.fta Prid11y. .... 

,l . . • • • . 

The Canadian Child in the 
Eighties conference being 
held at Mount Saint Vincent 
University, March 18-20, 
marks the first time Canadian 
researchers and experts from 
all disciplines will congregate 
to discuss Canadian children 
and institutions. 

Dr. Edward Mulawka, one 

e e . 

t:t 
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of the conference co-ordina
tors said , "Representatives 
from nine provinces and four 
countries will present more 
than fifty papers on the 
situation of children, with the 
bulk of the workshops focusing 
on the Canadian experience. " 

Educators, sociologists, so
cial workers, psychologists, 
child care workers, ·medical 
doctors and legal experts will 
give presentations to an ex
pected group of more than 300 
students, teachers, professors 
and practitioners in child-re
lated news. 

Three major addresses will 
be given in the course of ~he 
conference , Dr. Jacques Von
eche will deliver the Thursday 
morning keynote address. Dr. 
William Fowler of the Educa
tion Department, harvard Uni
versity, will open the confer
ence with his address on the 
Canadian Child in the 
Eighties. The banquet address 
will be delivered on Thursday, 
by Howard Gifford, Director 
of the National Day ca.te 
Information Centre in Ottawa. 

Conference coordinator, Dr. 
Bill Hunter said the confer
ence was developed from the 
Mount's commitment to the 
training of teachers of young 

. children and the conference is 
.expected to become an annual 

' event, held in different loca
·dons across the country . 
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Awards Banquet a successful night_ for manv. 
by Barb W oodroffe 
Staff Reporter 

There is certainly no reason 
to doubt the Mount has many 
talented and hard working 
individuals hidden among its 
numbers. . 

Proof of that was found 
Saturday night at the annual 
Awards Banquet, where hon
ours were bestowed upon fac
ulty, staff, and students for 
their appreciable efforts in 
athletics, student services, stu· 
dent unions, and more. 

The musical showcase after
ward featured a variety of 
talent for which the Mount 
should be proud. Many sang, 

· danced, and acted their way 
into the hearts of everyone 
present, and despite a few 
technical difficulties, it was 
enjoyed by all. 

Guest speaker at the banquet 
was CBC's Newsday hostess 
Leslie MacKinnon, who em· 
phasized the importance of 
extracurricular activities. 

"You do it because you want 

to do it," MacKinnon said. 
"The more involved you get, 
the more you turn outward." 

Dr. Margaret Fulton also 
had some encouraging opening 
remarks. "If students want to 
commit themselves to positive 
action, we can create a new 
University community." 

Alumni awards, presented 
by Gerry Donov.an, included: 
Achievement in French: Kath· 
leen Allan 
1st year Volleyball: Nanette 
Elsinga 
Achievement in history: Paula 
Wedge 
MVP Field Hockey: Oonagh 
Enright 

The Student Services award 
for adding to the overall quality 
of student life, presented by 
Dr. Carol Hill, went to Lori 
Old ford. 

Athletic Awards, presen~ed 
by Pat Demont, Recrea~ion 
Officer; Deborah Denny, Ath·· 
letics Officer; and various teani 
coaches included: 
Basketball: to a first ye~ . 

student for leadership and 
floor control: Rhonda Bellefon
taine 
Tennis AUAA champs: to the 
tennis team 
Curling Award: to the team 
Golf AwiJrd: to the team 
MVP Men's Ice Hockey: Ger
ald Denison 
Recognition to Steve Hall for 
helping out the team 
Recognition to velunteer coach 
Tim McClusky 
Recognitioq to Women who 
helped the team 
Soccer MVP's1 Janet Porter and 
Rachel Bachman . 
Badminton MVP: Anita Sund
aram 
Most Improved Player, Bad
minton: Mark Leadly 
Basketball, Mo!!lt Improved 
Player: qndy Mclnnis 
Recognition to Ruth Mills as 
Manager· Basketball team 
Field Hockey: Award to team _ 
as provincial champs 
MIP, Field Hockey: Myfanwy 
Woolway 
Volleyball: to team as champs 

in NSCC league 
MIP, Volleyball: Shelley· With
ers 
Coach of the Year: Brian 
Carleton, Women's Volleyball 
Recognition to Joanne Bower 
for her work as Picaro Sports 
Editor 

The Student Union Awards, 
presented by banquet organ· 
izers Pricilla Sharkey and Paul 
McNa~r. included: 
Awards Certificates for con
tribution in one area of univer
sity life: Shelley Withers, Sandy 
King, Debbie -McNair, Mary 
Sparling (staff), Kelly Ryan; 
(Mother) Peggy McNair, Deb
orah Wilson, Karen Burchell, 

Karen Stone, Oonagh Enright. 
Council Pins for contribution 

in mere than one atea of 
university life: Sister Margaret 
Young (faculty), Neita Castle 
(staff), Sandy Spencer, Pricilla 
Sharkey, Lori Oldford, Marian 
McDonald, Karen McDonald, 
Dachia Joudrey. 

The winners of the Faculty 
Participation Award were the 
members of the English faculty 
for their participation in the 
English Society. 

Graduate Award winners 
were: Paula Wedge and Paul 
McNair and the Student Union 
President's Award went to Paul · 
McNair. 

Mount Womens 
reputation not good 

I . 

by Valerie Aiken 
Mount women clearly have 

a bad reputation with men 
from other universities in 
Halifax. Either they are; in 
others' opinions, constantly 
"man-hunting", or attending 
university only to pass the 
time until they manage to get 
married. · 

As one female Mount stu
dent put it, ''Some people 
think just because there aren't 
many guys who go to the 
Mount, when we see one we 
go crazy." Unfortunately, that 
does seem to be what people 
generally think. Every student 
questioned had heard of the 
Mount's nickname of "pill 
hill". In fact, one student said 
the Mount had the same 
nickname when she first at
tended university in 1976. 
Obviously, this poor image. of 
women from MSVU is not just 

from DAL felt there was good 
as well as ·bad in the Mount's 
female population. However, 
he thought almost all women 
at the Mount ·were taking 
either· secretarial studies or 
child studies. "Why else 
would anyone go there?", he 
said. "They're just going to 
stay in university until they 
get married anyway." This is 
another common fallacy about 
Mount women: they are all 
trying to "get our MRS. This 
would not .seem the place to do 
it, as · the Mount has the 
greatest number of female.s 
for every male of all the 
universities in Nova Scotia. 

Members of the MSVU field hockey team accept a troph~ for being champs. 
(Hall-Photopool) 

t-term gossip. 
1 the other hand, one man 

Either way, Mount women 
appear in the eyes of men 
from other universities to be 
hot on the trail of any inan, 'or 
simply waiting the appropriate 
number of years until they 
settle into the proper domestic 
landscape. ' 

•• 

Get to know the real taste 
of Bacardi rum. 

Bacardi is 
beautiful by 
itself. Clean. 
Light. Smooth
tasting. That's 
why it goes so 
smoothly with 
so many mixers. 
Add your own 
favo1,1rite taste 
to Bacardi, and 
you can count on 
enjoying it. 

Sip it before you add your favourite mixer. 

'l ' - ' • r, ":. -~ ., • " • -. ' ' 
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Cong.rats on· general m·eetlng 
. After an entire-y,e,~r of-the Picaro shooting· down the .~ctions of 

· .: Stude!lt Coul)cil, for once;weihaye a ·chance to pat them on the. 
backs. · . · .. . , 

hi its own froni~ . way, the General Meeting, ·which was 
pla11oed ·poorly, turned ·out to be a good discussion ·period, 
during which students had the.opportunity to se~ some priorities 
for the 1981-82 council, without finding the need of wasting time 
with the condemnation pf this year's cpuncil. Those present at 
the meeting found it much more expedient to forget the past 
and set sail whh some cle.ar plans of action for next year. 

The second blessing, perhaps in disguise, was the absence of 
any of this year's executive for awhile. At first it seemed that 
the meeting would go no-where without annual reports, 
financial and otherwise from the current exec. Those present at 
the meeting though, saw this as an opportunity, not to discuss 
the shortcomings of this year's council behind their backs , but 
to have the freedom to discuss candidly plans to rectify some of 
the problems of this year, and make some new plans for next 
year. / 

Thanks lots, council, you really provided next year's council 
with some rare insight and the ability of foresight instead of 
hindsight, as to what students want and need, and some 
suggestions to make theirs a useful year. 

Who says nothing ever 
happens at t~e Mount? 

the. E)(ecu·h:\'~. we. don•t- ne~d -thef""> +o 
'1ave a YJ"\ee.H'l.9 (Does an~one.. 

KY'\OW 'Rubert 1.s 'R u.l~S1 ) 

Who says nothing ever happens at the Mount? 
Anyone in the vicinity of this campus on the weekend had a 

pleasant surprise awaiting them. 

tiers tor mil c .... umn should be addressed ' o The Pica ro', and must be typed. Letters 
must a lso be signed though anonlmlly may be granted upon request. The s laff of T he Picaro 
reserve the right lo reject or edit any article fo r length or If It defames or discriminates against 

For those who weren ' t here: shame. on you! You missed the 
greatest thing to hit this campus since sliced bread. 

The official opening of Rosaria Centre occurred Sa~urday 
afternoon , and amidst the flowers, and fanfare , and fruit punch, 
the message was clear. 

couldn't you even dress? 

'There is no longer any excuse- for apathy on this campus. 
We have been provided with a new building that boasts 

excellent athletic facilities complete with saunas and a weight 
room , plus lounging areas , a bank, a grocery store, a bookstore , 
a games room, an information centre, conference rooms , a 
doctor and nurse, an employment centre, Student Services , a 
multi-purpose room, Student Union offices, Registrar's office, 
Photopool, a cafeteria, a future pub , and last but not least the 
student newspaper offices. 

Need I say more? 

To the Picaro, 

· At the official opening of 
Rosaria Centre, several stu
dents were seen parading 
around the · lobby in their 
pyjamas. This was not at eight 
o'clock in the morning, but at 
four o'clock in the afternoon. 

On such' an occasion, this 
conduct is downright disre
spectful, not only to the 
university but to the respectable 
members of the community 

The. Picaro is the student newspaper at Mount Saint Vincent 
University and is published each week throughout the school year by 
the MSVU Student Union. The Picaro is a member of Canadian 
University Press and subscribes to its statements of principles. 
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week. By-lines will be normally rewarded for original material. Letters
to-The-Picaro arid articles for the Podium colurrin must be typed. All 
submissions must be signed although names may be withheld upon 
reque'st. Letters should not exceed 200 words in length . The staff of 
The Picaro reserves the right to edit all material for length or for legal 
reasons. 

L_ocal advertisers may reach us by phone or by mail. -Our mailing ad
dress is The Picaro, Rosaria Hall , Mount Saint Vincent University, 166 
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and the general public. 
Is it that much of an effort to 

put on a shirt and a pair of 
jeans when going to the 
cafeteria for meals? I think 
not! 

Those extra few minutes 
used to put on make-up or 
jewelry could have been used to 
dress. 

Such conduct did not go 
unnoticed by the public, many 
of whom were men. Several 
students were approached and 
asked if this was an unusual 
event. 

Let it be known that this 
conduct. is not carried on by 

many students, but it only 
takes a few to give a bad 
reputation to the Mount . 

This type of conduct is 
inexcusable on such a day, and 
it is hoped that the guilty 
parties will take note and clean 
up their act. 
A Concerned Student 
Name Witheld by request 

Editor's Note: We too noticed 
the little display on Saturday, 
and· agree it was in very poor 
taste. Those guilty parties 
could just as well go to class in 

· their underwear, it would 
create the same effect. 

'11•...__i ----
Boob tube numbs and Jolts 
REGINA [CUP]-American 
television is turning people into 
weak-willed, middle-class, 
neurotic losers who can't th ink, 
according to columnist Morris 
Wolfe. 

Speaking at the University of 
Regina recently, Wolfe said 
television assumes people are 
like this and they become what 
they are assumed to be. 

American television is more 
popular than Canadian, he 
said, because it delivers nwre 
jolts per minute (JPM). These 
jolts of rapid. editing, action 
and music captivate people so 
they do not have to think, said 
Wolfe, but rather just keep up 
with the constantly changing, 
surreal image flashed before 

In addition, Wolfe said, 
programs with high JPM 's tend 
to turn viewer to other high 
JMP's shows. In som~ cases 
this totally betrays the purpose 
of the original program. 

For example, Sesame Street 
has a high JPM content and is 
modelled on television com
mercials. Although the show's 
purpose is admirable, it tends 
to lead children to other high 
JPM shows, rather than to 
books, _according to Wolfe. 

._ ____________________ ..., ________________________ .._ ____________________ __._them. 

On the other hand, said 
Wolfe, Canadian children's 
shows are much more gentle. 
The -Friendly Giant, for ex
ample, encour ages children to 
love books, and Mr. Dressup 
suggests activities that continue 
after the end of the program. 
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The politics of poverty in . the periphery 
/ 

By Timothy Shaw 

"It's the same the whole 
world over 
It's the poor wha·t gets the 
blame 
It's the rich what gets the 
P.leasure · , 
Isn't it a blooming shame." 

-Song.from the 
1914-1918 war 

"Current trends point to a 
sombre future for the world 
economy and international 
relations. A painful outlook 
for the poorer countries with 
no end to poverty and hunger, 
continuing world ·stagnation 
combined with inflation . .. 
the 1980s could witness even 
greater catastrophies tlian the 
1930s." 

- North-South 
(Brandt Commission Report) 

' (1980) 

The world now contains more poor 
people than ever; and their numbers are 
projected ~o contiri.ue to in!=rease into the 
foreseeable future. Paradoxically, this 
post-war explosion in the ranks of the 
poor coincided with the movement 
towards decolonization in the Third 
World; just when the problems prodl!lced 
by colonialism were intensifying the 
colonial masters retreated to the com
forts of their own surroundings. The new 
post-colonial leaders were immediately 
confronted with massive diffiiculties 
exacerbated by their peoples' wild 
dreams: how to control populations 
growing at exponential rates with gre.at 
expectations about the golden age of in-

dependence? · · 
Awareness about the intractable 

problems of poverty .in the Third World 
. grew slowly in the s1x1tes -~he decade of 
i'ndependence-_but faster m the seven
ties- the second UN Developm~nt 

· Decade. The 1980s have opened in an am
bivalent mood. Development strategies 
are being reassessed given the lack of 
either growth or redistribution since in
dependence. M oreover, the _general 
global economic crisis from the m1d-1970s 
onwards has produced a widespread re
evaluatio.n of international econ~mic 
relations and institutions. There 1s a 
danger that the plight of the poor will be 
overlooked as the very rich and middlin.g 
rich countries scramble to. sal.va~~ their 

wn affluence. "Protectionism and 
~reindustrialization" in the N~rth 
t hreaten to take away even the margm~I 

ins that the Third World has made m ga h. 
the last twenty or t irty years, 

r 

the low-in.come countries by just 1.3% 
each year. By contrast, the populations of 
the former groi:ips have grown by 1 %. or 
2.5% per annum; of the latter by 2.4% 
each year. So income per person in the in
dustrialized countries has almost trebled 
in 30 years from $3,841 to $9,684; in the 
middle-income countries it has more than 
doubled from $625 to $1,521 ; whereas in 
the low-income countries it did not even 
double between 1950 and 1980, just rising 
from ~164 to S245 per person. 

The Basic Human Needs of a growing 
number of people are no being met as 
the year 2000 approaches. As the Brandt 
Commission points out: 

" Precisely how many people 
in the Third World live in such 
c0nditions of poverty, no one 
can sa.y. The International 
Labour Office estimated the 
number of destitute at 700 
million in the early 1970s. 
World Bank estimates today 
put them at 800 million. This 
suggests that almost 40% of 
the people in the South are 

surviving- but only barely sur
viving - in ... poverty .. . with 
incomes judged insufficient 
to secure the basic necessities 
of life. 

The irrelevance of independence 
Such poverty poses major political, as 

well as social and economic, proalems for 
the new leaders of the Third World : in
stability and coups have their roots in the 
inability of these states to alleviate suf
fering. Despite the very considerable ef
forts made by national regimes and in
ternational organizations, standards of 
education, health, communications and 
services have not improved significantly 

- since independence. Poverty cannot be 
The poor continue to grow . attacked successfully without changes in 

Because of low levels of economic the global as we ll as the lecal economy. 
growth and high levels of population the Third World was incorporated into 
growth l' t he ~l.!mber of,~eople 1 ~ absoh,ite.. the· world system decades ago and the 
J'.>Overty has increased, acc©rdmg to the benefits of. international e1<change have 
lat est World Develpp~en.j ~~port. .fi~f} ! flowed• to•itbe •North, tQ advance its in
the• kgap',' f9.? t inue,s. to r' 1 .e,n; §/ver , theJ.', dll!strialii~tic;,n a rad affloenae. 
last '30" years, the. eco~OIJUes f the -'"= h 1 Th~ ~opa li 'gl)eel, States, and the GrOljJil 
duStrialrzed a-nd 'middfe-mcome countries of 77 in UNCTAD-two collective Third 
have grown by 3% per annum; those of 
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World coalitions- have begun· to demand 
changes in the structure of the global 
economy to turn around such· asym
metries and to permit the Third World to 
develop itself without having to subsidize 
growth in the First World. The Non
aligned were initially concerned with the 
Cold War and bipolarity; now they are 
demanding a New International · 
Economic Order (NIEO) as a prerequisite 
for development and the satisfaction of 
Basic Human Needs in the Third .World. 
Hence the special general assemblies of 
the United Nations on international 
development and th.e Conference on In
ternational Economic Cooperation (the 
Paris dialogue). But the range of issues is 
lengthy- trade, technology, finance, 
labour, energy, commodities, i.ndustri
alization, corporations, etc.-and the 
number of actors is large. Progress has . 
been retarded by the general recession in 
the global economy since the mid-1970s. 
The prospects for the Brandt Com
mission's "mini-summit" this summer in 
Mexico City are not good. · 

From interdependence to isolationisml 
However, disorder in the world system 

should act as an incentive to cooperation, 
restructuring and redistribution . As is 
pointecl out in North-South, there is a 
mutual interest . in moving beyond the 
post-war Bretton Woods system and 
towards some form of NIE 0 : 

While the international 
system has become much 
more complicated, with more 
independent nations, more in
stitutions and more centres of 

primary issue. In 1964 tyndon Baines 
Johnson asserted that "For the first time 
in · our history it is possible to conquer 
poverty." Yet, there is more poverty now 
than ever and protectionist pressures in 
the North may retard progress in the 
South. Unless the Nonalign!'?d continue to 
demand a NIEO we may even lose sight of 
international inequalities let alone begin . 
to do anything about them. As the Brandt 
Commission laments: 

Few people in the ·North have 
any detailed conc-eption of 
the extent of poverty in the 
Third World or of the forms 
that it takes. Many hundreds 
of millions of people in the 
poorer countries are preoc
cupied solely with survival 
and elementary needs . .. In 
the North, ordinary men and 
women face genuine econom
ic problems - uncertainty, in
flation, the fear if not the 
reality of unemployment. But 
they rarely face anything 
resembling the total 
deprivation found in the 

. South. Ordinary people in the 
South would not find it 
credible that the societies of 
the North regard themselves 
as anything other than 
wealthy. -· 

Given inherited structures .. of in
ternational exchange, the North has 
gr.own because of the South. Processes of 
international dependence and un
derdevelopment mean that those of us 
who live reasonably comfortable lives in 
the North cannot escape from some 
recognition and responsibility of our 
association with the poverty of the South. 
As George Bernard Shaw said in Man and 
Superman: "I am a gentleman: I live by 

. robbing the poor." The global poor are 
now demanding · reparations and 
redistribution from the ' international 
aristocrats, not to catch-up or e.mulate 
but merely to begin to be able to sati~fy 

. their Basic Human Needs: President Julius 
Nyerere of Tanzania expressed the Third 
World's frustration well in 1977: 

The complaint of the poor 
nations against the present 
system is not only that we are 
poor both in absolute terms 
and in the comparison with 
the rich nations. It i"s also that 
~ithin the existing structure 
of economic interaction we 
must remairi. poor, and get 
relatively poorer, whatever 
we do. 

influence, it has also become Timothy M. Shaw is an As~ociate 
much more interdependent. Professor of Political Science a( 
More and more local Dalhousie. He has recently authored a 
problems can only be solved monograph for its Centre for Foreign 
through international solu- Policy Studies on Towards an In· 
tions . .. the achievement of 

/ 
ternational Political Economy for the 

economic growth in one 1980s: from . dependence to (in· 
country depends increasingly ter)dependence. It deals with several of 
on the performance of others. the issues discussed in this article and in-

However, even if awareness of in- · · • eludes' two commerts frorJJ1 ft~E~'it~, Jn., the 
terdependence expands, a tension re- field. It is availab.le for $2.50 ($2.00 for 
mai~s .ove~ wh~t h ~ri Q~verfY· i~ ~~1e .• p 1ird , s~uG!cnts) f,rqm Ro9mi 351 1 in 1t~~ A rts & Ad-
World or inflation m the First Word is the ministration Building at Dalhousie-. 
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"Senor, 
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Aid for underdevelopment the 
carrots and the sticks 

By El••nor MnLe•n 
Many things have been called aid, from 

the CLC, CUSO, OXFAM and the major 
Canadian churches' >upport for 
Nicaragua's i-uccessful literacy Campaign 
last year; , to 1he lunding-bv both 
the US and USSR-of massive hydro· 
e lectric projects in E gyp~ to 
Canadian business sending candy and 
junk food to the wounded and homeless 
survivors of a Ca11bbean hurricane; to 
1he US's exponing of cattle prodders for 
torture ln other countries. 

In each case, these different kinds ol 
•
1 aid" have 1n fact aided sonleofH! But the 
question ls who have they aided I 

What is the aid doing! 
Multilateral aid-originating from an 

international pool of funding-frequently 
does not serve the interests of the people 
Uving in the recipient countries. In 1978. 
the World Bank, an mternatlonal lending 
lnslltution dominated by western lundmg. 
sent over 25 percent of its loans to four 
countries known for their repressive and 
anti-demcx:ratlc reg1me5-6rat1I, South 
Korea, Indonesia and the Philippines, Tho> 
has not resulted in an Improvement i~ 
ilvlng conditions lor the people of these 
countries. The real incon1e of FHipinos un-

''Aid is used by Congress 
both as a carrot and a stick, 
to rewarcf or punish 
recipients depending on 
how the US regards their 
behaviours." 
- US Congressman Frank 
Church 

der the rule ol Ferdinand Marcos. for 
examplt>, has d~lined steadily since 1972 
Unionl a1e outlawed and worke1s earn an 
average of about S2 00 a day 

Three-quarter• of lhe World Bank's 
loans stlll go 10 commercial dev~lop· 
ments (electric power. railroads. high
ways, mining and manufacturlng prC» 
jects~ In this way, World Bank loans 
finance the expensive infrastructure of a 
country, p~vlng the way (sometimes 11utte 
literally!) lor glanl global corpora tions to 
Invest 1here, their prollis typically leavlna 
the area as quickly as they are made, 

The World Bank a lso promot115 large
scalc expor1 aarlculture Instead ol •mall
scale sub<l>tence food production Non· 
lood crops such as tea, tobacco, lute and 
robber received S258.S milti(JR in 1978, 
and food for export(e•plidtly designa1ed 
at ;uch) $UCh as sugar. vege1ables and 
cashews got another $221 mllloon, In L•tln 
America, • >tarthng 79% of 1he Bank's 
•Rntultural credit subsidizes livestock 
p•oducllon d~tlned for tiny local tlote• 
and expor1 markets, according to re.ear· 
c:hcr Sob Carty of the Latin American 
Working Croup In laton America, 7% ol 
all landowner. posse11 93% of the arable 
land 

In l)razol betw<'Cn T%0 4nd 1970. 
6,300.00IJ peaunt f3rmNs had to leave 
rura l or••• to join the rank~ of the uneo"' 
ployed In and Mound ihl' <Illes Food rlo1< 
!lave enopied In recen1 years on llta lll, 
who1 e c rop> for export hke •oybeans. 
rC1'1a cl'd food >Uth a> i>tM k bean> nnd 
po1attw• 1tho;t' stanle• ro<r on r>ricc b y 
-IOO% and l00% r1><1•~<il>ely) Milk 
be'"m~ un~va1labl~ a\ d a iry ca ttle >w re 
, 1au uhter<'d t<l bl: ~•ported a• h •• mbur~eo 

meal , 
Some experl1 claim that la<gecScale aod 

eventually " trltkles down" to help the 
poor. One might ask them bow they 
would e>pfam a survey taken In 1971 
which found that workers lo the sugar· 
producing North-~a,stot Bratil had• l"vel 
of nutriti(JR 1nferi0f lo that of slaves on the 
same area o1 i.880 

Les! the>e srarlllna flgur1>5 from Brazil 
leave the Impression that t~ problem 
called underdevelopment os " over there" 
we ihould temember that Canada lost 
~0% of its former. from 1951 to 1976, and 
continues to lose t~m food security Is 
d•llV growing mom fragile, as Canada 
conumies to 11row more dependent on 
food imports (ihouah remainona a net ex· 

The Coady I nstitute's 
brand of internati nal aid 

By hy• Chlohofm 
Const1uc11ve help from lhP we<t on 

loosen1ng th.. knot of third wofld 
underdevelopment often need1 to have 
m0<• profound impact lhan temporary 
relief through loan> and food aronu 
Oeiached irom buslneis tnlNHU and 
pollllcal mileage are a•d programs and 
opp0r1un1t•e• offering C1t1zen• of im
poverished coun1ries ~lt·hPlp through 
educauon 

St FraJ1Cll Xav1er University on An• 
togonlsh, Nova Scotia, h4s ; once th<- 1920'• 
been rooted In • co-opcratlvt mO>i\!mPnl 
that souah1 to b~tt~r the l.ve; ol rural 
formers and flsht-tmC!I io Nova Sco111 
Now its Coady onttltute use' •h~ pron· 
copies ol the Antl~onlsh movement
colltttovt self-help •ctlon through CC» 
of)<'rativej and credll union; - to oll~ 
students lrom underdeveloped nauons 
the knowledge that could mean • shift 
from de:SOlauon 

With llalf 11J fundintJ provoi;fed by th<' 
federal Canadian lnternallonal Develop
ment Agency, the Coady l~111ute oiler> 
two study proamns-ott~ a commun•tY 
diploma cou"e takrng SIX months. and the 
<econd. • flv ... weef< co-operauve <tudv 
progral'!' 
Th~ ,hortcr cOU'10 hH ~n enrolmenl o l 

Jf> studl'nt< ftom 26 counlriP> a nd IC» 
cu' M direc tly on th<' opNa llon a nd 
manasement of credll " noo ns Tl>e di
plo ma prot1mm i..uaht thl' Y<'A', to $2 
• tudent' he>m i1 countri"' f•Plo1.., tfu. 
worktn~~ Qf pub lir .itdtnln1".1t ra11on rn 1m 
plern<"nl1n" t han1ie-~ Co-oper.tlH. e\ 1rP 1n-
t luii•..J '" 11> <CCJP<' 

2.SU41 'tudc•nl> - trom /\Im•. :\so• 1he 

led the Coady philosophy since the ln
sti.tute's formal launch Jn 1956 

In ihe1920'sand 30's, Father 1 Thom~ 
kins, founder QI the Antigonish mov.,. 
ment, and later father M,M, Coady, pro
moted the p11nciples of co-operatives and 
credit unions as a means of improving the 
destitute lives of farmers and f'ishermen in 
rural Nova Scotian communities. 

Coady believed in a ~althv mixture of 
private and pubhc ownership in society, 
''a society where all the people par
ticipate In the ec:onomic processes and 
get their fair share of ttle wealth which all 
help to create , . in a democracy, the 
people don't sit on the economic bleach
ers, they all play the g_ame:• 

It was Thompkins' conviction that 
~ucatien should serve a practoca I pur
pose in giving people insight into their 
problem~, and enco~raging each to pl_ay 
an active role in effecting change, ''The 
job of all educators," Coady wrote, "is to 
give the mass mao a chance to appreciate 
his rich heritage and to express himself ," 

I ndlvidual expressoon in the Coady's 
curriculum includes a major Independent 
project required of students. mvolvmg an 
economocally-oound project practi<ally 
linked to the economic area that is home 
to the student An assigned guide consults 
with the student, but the project's succ11>s 
calls on md~pendence lhro ui:h prepara
t1on and inlattye 

Strongly toed through the unovemty to 
1he Rom1t<1 Catholic efforts on th~ rhord 
Woold, the Coady lnst otute's w ork In 1975 
was eridor~ed by Moth~r Thttr"Sa C/f Cd~ 
,Ulla " Vvur lnade,.hip role is <leservedly 

b• k now ledgl'd nod unovrma llv oc
claomed .. 

porter of food because ol gtaonj 
A nice Illustration of World B3nk 

designs 10 create dependency In "u~ 
derde>'elope<I" countries comes from a , 
World Bank country rej>orton Papua New 
Guinea (PNC) "A characterlsuc of PNC's 
subsbtence aariculture b Its relotivo 
richness: over much of the c0untry 
nature's bounty produces enough to eat 
with relntively little expenditure of efforL 
The roo1 crops that dominate subslitence 
farming are 'plant and wait' crops, 
requirlns little disclpline<I cultivation 
Untrl enouah subsistence farmers have 
1hcir 1radillon~l llfe styles changed by 1he 
growth of new consumption wants, thb 
labour constraint may make It difflcult 10 
inuoduce new crops ' ' 

Bllater•I aid, channeled directly from a 
supportlns countrv to the recipient, also 
tends to serve the donor country much 
better, Justifying Canada's bilateral 
proarammo, the President of 1he 
Canadian lnternatlonal Development 
Agency, said In 1973: 

"We know tha1 80%·90'!6 of 
1hls money Is currently being 
•pent In Canada, on Canadian 
goods, commodl1ies and ser
vices " 

Thos is the ralionale given to 

"Seven out of ten 
Canadians thought that 
their country's aid should 
be increased or main
tained." 

businessmen for Canadian bilateral aid, 
llnother government documeni says aid 
provides an lniHal 50orce o( financing fo, 
the export of Canadian goods and ser
vices to poor countrle5 II provides 
Canadians "with the kind of knowll:dge 
and experience which help suppor1 the ;x
pansion of Canada in commercral in
terests overseas " Most of Canada' s S1 ,25 
billion (approx. OA3% of CNP) In aid is in 
the form of multilateral or bilateral aid, 

"Aid" US Congressman Frank Church 
once s~id, "is used by Congress both a~ a 
carrot and a stick to reward or punish 
recipients depending on how the US 
regards- their behaviour." 1t's since been 
called a "weapon" by Reagan ~dministra
tion officials, and that goes for financial, 
food,scientiHc - and military-aid, 
El s..lvador , 

Al presen~ several different kmds of 
a od are pouring lhlo the small Central 
American country of El Salva~or, The 
glaring contrast between "".hat " ~ailed 
" aid" to this country sheds hght on the Jn. 
terests each k1nd of aid represents_ 

Helicopters and howitzers , 
In 1980, over 10,000 people met .v1olenr 

dealhs in El Salvador, in the bombong and 
strafing of towns and villages, and In kod
nappjngs and assassinatrons, in cltV 
squares and markets. These acts were 
carried out by the funta' s ~curity forctos 
and right-wing death squads They In
cluded ihe assassinatoons, among others. 
of some 60 profes~ors of the Natoonal 
University and eight Christian ?e_l'!'ocrabc 
mayoro;- The mos1 famous VJchms have 
been Archbo<hop Romero ~nd lhe four 
American missionaries The death toll Ii 
suit mounting right now. • 1 abou I 1 000 
everv rnonth 

The mol lt•tv haldWar<> needed to c~rry 
• 

out thls ma.sslve repression 1s another 
eX<1mple ol foreign aid 

U.S, President Reagan has recen1ly a~ 
nounced resumption of this aid to the Jun-
13 (suspended temporarily because or the 
American killlngi) H Is officla I spokesper
son on Latin Ametfca and Ambassador to 
the United Nations. Jeane Kirkpatrick ex• 
pressed the need to support "moderate 
au1ocrals friendly 10 American ln1erests " 
BY American interests. Kirkpatrick m~ans 
American business interests 

Medicolaid 
. Yel El Salvador Is receiving another 

brand of aid as well-this kind no1 from 
1he American adminirtratoon, but from of· 
din•ry Americans-and Canadian•. and 
Germans. Dutch and others, Throueh ln
dependenl non-governmen1al organiza· 
uons this aid is aoina not to the funta but 
10 the popular resistance movemen~ the 
FOR (Democratic Revolutionary Fron~. a 
coalition of •II popular OppQSit1on 
movements) 

In Nova Scolla. student councils, the 
Latin America Information Croup, OX· 
F/IM churches and other groups luove 
raised money for Medical Aid, with 
benefit concert$ and fundraisina le11er 
campa1gns T~roughou t the country 
Canadians are also registering their 
polit1caJ views with the government even 
as early as hm fall the Canadian Covem
ment had received more mail about El 
Salvador and the atrocities of the U,S.
backed regime lhan it had over Vietnam 
or Blafra. 

Solld.,lty, not ch.ulty 
The people of El Salvador, and of Zim

bawe and 01her Third World countri"5 
don' t need 11hand-outs'• They don' t want 
''sympathy" They want jµstice and ask 
for the solidarity of world cltoicens in their 
pursuit of it. Their need is urgenl 

Support for Medical Aid to EJ Salvador, 
the Nicaraguan Literacy and Health Cam
pa jgns, Zimbabwean reconstruct.Ion are 
a ll visible proof that may Canadians are 
not standing idly by in the face of the 
grotesque inequalities in the world or the 
calculated suppression ol popular 
movements. Their objective is to end 
nee<lless wotld poverty. It is the equitable 
dlstribulion of wealth and power amongst 
all peoPles, and heaith, food and sbelter 
for alt 

A recent poll conducted by a private 
fam forCIDA found that seven out of ten 
Canadians thought that their country's 
aid should be increased or maintained. Of 
these, almost half-46% - 1hought •t 
should be chan~e<I through voluntary 
development organi'Z'ations. . . 

This short poem, written in the midst of 
tremendous struggles 10 southern Africa. 
hints at what this other kind of "aid" Is 
about 

Solidarity 
is nor an ad of charity 
butmuiual aid between forces 
fighting for the same obiecti~e. 

Eleanor Maclean is on the Slaff of the 
Halifax branch l>f OXFAM-cANADA, a 
group working to asslsi underdeveloped 
countries through self-help and iong· term 
development p1ojects OXFAM os active on 
the Caribbean, Southern Africa a_nd Soulh 
Am"rlcan nations lb opf!fa&ion~ are 
lat ge lv dependonl on µubhc support 'fhe 
yrouµ 's Halifax ofiices are located a t 
1"49 llarrongton Street, H~flla>. N S !BJ , .... 

Name games , 

in Aid 
"When I use a word," Hum

pty Dumpty said, In rathet a 
scornful tone, 1'U means jusc 
wha i I• chooS'e i t ro 
mean-nelrhe.r m.ore nor less.'' 

"The question is," said 
Mice, " whe1her you can make 
worch mean so many different 
1hings," 

"The question ;s, N said 
Humpty Dumpty. " which is to 
be master-that's all." 

- Through rhe Looking Class 

Words can have a way of clouding 
reality sometimes~ What are "vital ,,,. 
terests"? What do we mean by " aid" to 
lhe " less fortunate''! What do oth<lrs 
mean by using the same words! Why are 
som<' " less fortu nate thao others" l 

" Underde.velope<I' ' and " less deve~ 
oped countries" have only been in 
existence since the early 1960s, when the 
terms became commonly used-right 
about the time many nations, especially 
in Africa, were gaining p0litical 1n
dependence. Before 1hat they were called 
" the colonies". 

This change of terminology ts 
signific-ant. As the political reallty of 
colonies become unacceptable. the 
language of bureaucracy came up with 
"underdeveloped" countries, (Were they 
falling victim to a mysterious, dreaded 
disease-"Underdevelopment" -gen~tic 
in nature perhaps!) 

The unequal relations in r-ea_lity be
tween rich and poor contonued, but the 
vocabulary used to describe that reality 
underwent change 

The most recent nomericlature for 
relatloos betwee n the same countries 1s 
the " North-South Dialogue" The 
dislmgul<hing feature Is supposed to be 
geographi~af locat•o~ No doubt buried on 
lh<> volumes ol thu Brand t Commo.sion 
arr eminrn&ly log1t al expfanauonl.i tor 
Au~1ral111 .1nd N~\'\' Zealdnd be1n1i1 <'On· 
-Sttf{'rPd Pltr-l of the .. Nurth1 

' 

- l . M.cl 
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Only in South Africa, you say? 

~. lac:k ·r.ights in t~e. J,98q'~:·· ~be 
Canadian back yard 

•I ft 

By Alan Christensen · 

J 

Canadians have been shocked in recent 
years bY the popularity of the Ku Klux 
Klan in this country. They are shocked 
because they have always considered 
racism and raciar discrimination to be an 
"American problem". However, says 
Rocky Burnley Jones, who was involved in 
the Afro-Canadian Liberation Movement 

huge government-owned housing project 
-such as Uniacke Square-which he 
says tends to isolate blacks. When pebple 
are identified at a low-income status, ac
cording to Jones, and are isolated from 
the rest of the community, .they are jailed 
at the low.-income levels . ! r 

.[]L__ 

~: .. l 
in the 1960's and more recently ran as a Black groups lullaby-ed with government 
provincial NDP candidate in a Halifax funds ' · 
riding; black people have always been op- The groups available to voice these 
pressed in Nova Scotia concerns are almost non-existent, adds 

In fact, says Jones, the situation Nova Jones, who says that in the sixties there 
. Scotian blacks are in is not very different was a large civil rights movement in the 
from that of .blacks in the southern United black community which paralleled the 
States. Up until 15 years ago there were black civil rights movement in the United 
still discriminatory laws which were not States. These groups, including the Afri
unlike the notorious apartheid laws of Canadian Liberation Movement of which 
South Africa. Until the 1950's blacks were Jones himself was a part, were co-opted 
still kept separate from whites in a New by the government of the day, according 
Glasgow theatre. In 1965 a black girl was to Jones. When these groups were orga
not permitted to be buried in i!_ Halifax . nized, he says, "the government came 
grayeyard, because it was reserved by law along and said 'Hey, you're rocking the 
for whites only. boat, but we'll help you rock the b!)at. 

Furthermore, says J om~s. "I don't . We'll give you money and we'll set up one 
believe that the· relatiye position of organizatipn to speak for all of you.' So 
blacks (in Nova Scotia) has changed one thev created the BUF (Black United 
iota in the last ten years.-" In saying this, Front)." 
he blames many groups-including him-
self, for not being more vocal in the fac 
of inaction. However, he maintains that 
most of the blame for the lack of change 
in the black plight can be placed firmly 
on the shoulders of the provincial and 
federal governments. 

While he admits that Nova Scotia's 
Human Rights law has been quite effec
tive in eliminating job discrimination, he 
also maintains that the problem for 
blacks and other minorities goes much 
deeper than discrimination. In the past, 
blacks were generally excluded kom the 
mainstream of society and were usually 
forced to live on the outskirts of white 
communities, performing the most low 
paying, menial jobs in the towns. Only in 
Cape Breton were blacks in any degree 
allowed to work in the more high-paying 
factory and mine jobs, alongside white 
workers. As well, Cape Breton was the 
only. place where the unions inch,1ded 
blai:;k workers in their membership. 

"I don't believe that the 
relative -position of blacks (in 

·Nova Scotia) has changed one 
iota in fhe last ten years." 

This to Jones speaks of a need for more 
effective afirmative action programs, to 
get· blacks and other minorities into the 
workforce '1so that they can develop their 
own potential". Jones says that without 
effective affirmative action prog~ams, it's 
not necessary to discriminate against 

·blacks in order- to keep. them .out of the 
more skilled and high-paying jobs. 

~'Whether it be boom .times or 
bad times, blacks are the last 
hired, the first fired." 

The BUF, he says, has isolated itself 
from the black community. It "speaks for 
all of us (the black community) directly to · 
government ana never to the commu.ni
ty." The BUF does nothing to affect the 
lives of blacks in Nova Scotia by Jones' . 
account. 

Blacks, he says, are also becoming 
more interested in the political process
but it's still difficult for them to rise tO' 
any position of power in the political 
system:- He points to the voting results 
when he ran in the Halifax-Needham rid
ing for the NOP in a 1978 provincial elec
tion. While he picked up support in the 
black areas which had not previously 
voted heavily for the NOP, he lost ground 
in some of the traditionally NOP white 
working class neighborhoods. "The work
ing class white in this area," according to 
Jones, "has yet to develop enough politi- , 
cally to separate race from politics." 

An uneasy picture: one can see that 
Canadians, who always have looked 
smugly at racial problems in the U.S., 
Great Britain and South Africa, should 
ta~e another l~ok at their own backyards. 
The findings are surprising. 

vice. "In fac_t," he says, "it may be that 
the percentage of blacks in 'the civil ser
vice would be less than what it was ten 
years ago, or the relative position of 
blacks within the civil service may be 
less." 

Duncan McNab of the Nova Scotia 
Human Rights Commission said he'd "not 
wish to agree or disagree" with Jones' 
allegations. The HRC is charged with en-
forcing the provisions of the Nova Scotia 
Human Rights Act, and spearheads af
firmative action prggrams in hiring, 
among other measures. He said the Com
mission has done "a great deal of work 
enforcing the Human Rights Act, par
ticularly over the past ten years." McNab 
insists that there has been progress in 
human rights- in general-in that time. 

Specific Human Rights Commission ac
tivities included school conference pro
grams and affirmative action drives in 
education and employment fronts, "de
signed", says Duncan McNab, "to im
prove the status of the vis+ble minorities". 

Rocky Jones also says that the crown 
corporations· of the federal government 
are no better in their token commitments . 
to black employment. The entire mari
times ope.rations of the Canadian Broad
casting Corporation, he pronounces, have 
only two blacks on staff. 

CBC Public Relations officer Gordon 
Smith can't be sure about that. "There's· 
no place on employment forms to in
dicate a person's colour," he says. Smith 
says the provisions of the Human Rights 
Code, prohibiting discrimination on the 
basis of colour or other social factors, are 
strictly enforced in CBC hiring practices. 
A check with the broadcasting network's 
Humah Resources offices might unearth a 
breakdown of employed blacks, he says. 
Five hundred and eighty employees work 
in the CBC's six Maritime centres. 

A frequently-heard chorus in the rea·lm 
. , . of the black situation is that tough 
,.

1
minoritie i~ ~ova Scotia. He also ac- economic times are behind the present 

· ' govem.rren~ of .not, pli1#1 ~F f'l~a "~~qtia's bla<:ks. Not ~c-
, 1 cording to ~Qcky J one.s: · :~.~-ether i!~ b~ 

boom times or hard times," he says, 

"blacks are the last hired, the first fir.ed ." 

Black issues: filler for ~he local media 
The local media is by.Jone.s' acc9unt ".a 

very racist industry". He says there are 
almost no blacks in the local media fields 
and they have done· almost nothing to 
assist the black community, particularly 

· in shaping public attitude. "Exce(!.lt for the 
odd interview to fill in time," charges 
Jones, the media has ignored blacks. 

Education has often been mentioned as 
a solution to the problems of black peo-

The ghetto of today is more 
likely to be a huge government
owned housing project . . 
which tends to isolate blacks. 

pie, There are problems witlii this attitude, 
says Jones, because "education doesn't 
eliminate racism". First of all, he says, 
schools do not relate to the needs of 
.black students. Jones compared the situa
tion of a black student to that of an Aca
d ian student attending an English school 
- the values and aspirations, he says, may 
be different from those of the system. 
"You have to be exceptional to make it 
through." 

He noted that many blacks g<:> through 
university "only to find the same barriers 
to employment and a lot of the same 
social barriers". Jones says that blacks, by 
and large, do not get the advantages of 
the university facilities although they pay 
taxes. Blacks are also used by universities 
to attract grants to study the black 
status-with 110 eventual benefits to the 
black community. 

Only Dalhousie University, he says, has 
made any attempt at establishing an af
firmative action education ~rogram 

..(called the TrC111Js ition Year Program) .. St. 
. 1 hppei~ X~wien l)niversi ¥ hi!~ <.a lsQ in-. 

, ~titu.ted·;an qffi f rna.ti.ve ac,ti'0n 1pr;pgram on 
its campus : 

-· 

I' 
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El . sa1vador·s __ nlght111are:lnstttut1onanzed 
te~r·ro~rl:S·m· 
by Kingsley Croft 
Staff Reporter 

To date more than 10,000 people have been 
t0rtured and killed in EI Salvador' s civil war. 
Bodies are often found mutilated with' heads , 
limbs and genitals cut off. 

The civil war which currently rages in El 
Salvador is between the so-called moderate 
reform minded civilian military junta , who use 
terrorist 'tactics to maintain power, and the 
Revolu t iona ry De mocratic Front (F.D.R .), a 
popular political moveme n t opposed to the 
present regime . The F .D.R. is composed of 
students , peasants , social democrats and others 
who constitute over eighty percent of the 
poi;mlat ion , 0pposed to the fanatical right junta' s 
use of terrorist scare tactics to suppress long over
due land reform change . 

In late April 1980, a program was held at San 
Salvador's National University to mark the 
student s association ' s incorporation in the 
Democratic Co-ordinating Committee , peasant 
groups , p©litical parties amd organizati0ns that 
oppose the government. 

That day, the law school auditor ium was packed 
with more than 500 students when the right-wing 
death squad hit. 

As one reporter recalls , "An explosion lit the 
hall with yellow-orange sparks. Everyone dived to 
the floor . Another explosion followed by about ten 
seconds of machine-gun fire and volleys of pistol 
shots. Then students started crawling toward the 
aisles and the rear ofthe hall where they smashed 
windows and clambered out over the shards . 
Outside the building twelve students died , most 
o~ them cut down in the machine-gun fi re . As the 
rest of the students scattered, I was among a 
small cluster of reporters who remained behind. 
Jerkily lighting cigarettes, we grinned self-con
sciousJy . .. our little press carnets pinned to our 
lapels made us feel tantatively immume; we were 
wrong". 

This attack on the National University was 
never reported in the Salvadorean Newspapers or 
anywhere else . 

The terrorist tactics of the military junta are an 
effective form of censorship to keep unfavourable 
articles from appearing in the American Media. 

photographer of La Cronica, a small daily which 
had been critical of the Junta. 

With the death toll averaging more than fifty a 
day, institutionalized terrorism is a hard reality 5 
million Salvadoreans must face each and every 
day. The most recent developments in terrorist 
tactics of the junta are daily executions in schools 
and universities , the so-called hot-beds of 
subversion where dissidents are taught a lesson. 

In June, a school across the street from the 
National University in San Salvador was raided at 
the same time as the University because troops 
said it was a hide-out for left-wing students. 

With journalists filming their actions , soldiers 
called for the students to come downstairs. 

A seven-year-old boy ran down. He was 
clubbed to the ground, and with a boot on his 
head he was told to call his class_mates. Before 
horrified reporters, six students were gunned 
down . The seven year old, screaming "I'm a 
Christian", was calmly shot in the head. 

El Salvador has nearly 700 people per square 
mile and more. than sixty percent rely on 
agriculture for survival. The irony of the situation 
lies in the fact that 1.6 percent of the population, 
essentially fourteen families , own sixty percent of 
the land which grow only export crops-cotton, 
sugar, coffee and beef. Therefore , ninety percent 
of the population must share twenty-two percent 
of the land for food production. As a result, El 
Salvador has the lowest calorie intake in all of 
Latin America, ipfant mortality is 63 in every 
1000, and 73 per~ent of all children suffer from 
malnutrition. 

The future of El Salvador looks dismal. Its 
agricuture is in shambles. Corn and bean crops 
are expected to fall far below the minimal 
requirement previously predicted for the year. 

In the countryside, ORDEN, a para'1Jilitary 
organization of the fanatical right, are pillaging 
the villages forcing the people to flee to the cities. 
In the cities , terrorist groups of the right are 

· springing up everywhere. Major Robert D' Aubis
son former head of Intelligence i·n the 
Sal~adorean army, author of several death lists 
and named assassin of Archbishop Oscar Romero, 
has been quoted as saying, "Jesuit blood must , 
flow " . 

A seven-year-old. boy ran down. He was clubbed to 
the ground and with a boot on his head he was told to 
call his classmates. Before horrified reporters, six 
students were gunned down. The seven-year-old 
screaming "I'm a Christian" was calmly shot in the 
head. 

An unfavourable article can mean a visit fro m the 
military death squad. 

According to C.B .C. journalist Brian McKenna, 
who rece ntly ret urned from war torn El Salvador, 
· ·Anyone who wishes to denounce another person 
of being a Communist for whatever reason can do 
so by call ing a cen ~ral phone number and 
reporting it. The probabi lity is that the people 
denounced get added to the death squad lists 
without any q uestions being asked." 

In San Salvador , the capital city of El Salvador; 
two journalists , Jaime Suarez, 32, and Cesar 
Navaro, 29, were kidnapped from a downtown 
restaurant one Friday nigh t last summer. The 
next afternoon their bodies were found in a 
middle class suburb , legs methodically chopped 
to pieces, disembowled , burned with acid, limbs 
crushed. 

f heir crime- one was the editor . the other a 

: vio le nce is increas ing . Industry is at a 
s tandstill. The foreign reserves have been looted 
and the economy in ruins caused by the exodus of 
the tiny .rich minority of landowners, who control 
industry and banking. Since the exit of this group 
of elite who controlled the government, t he Junta 
has to rely on America n ·aid to avoid total collapse. 

If that is not enough , American aid is expected 
to reach $96 million this year, sent to support the 
junta. Included in this aid are grenade launchers , 
bazookas and automatic weapons, as well as 
mili tary advisors to instruct the tFoops iri their 
use. 

The Pentagon and C.l.A. have been regularly 
leaking secret intelligence documents to the press 
that legitimize direct U.S . intervention into El 
Salvador, describing the upheaval as a Commu
nist plot to gain control of Caribbean oil. Even 
though U.S. economic investment in El Salvador 

·, . 

. is extremely minimal, the state department 
· argues that "strategic interests are at stake. " 

They feel a revolution in El Salvador would 
endanger.. recently discovered oil in Guatemala 
and Mexico, as well as the Panama Canal. 
. The Salvadorean. people want to put a stop to 

American intervention and have made numerous 
pleas to the American Government t~ pull out of 
EI Salvador, all in vain. Archbishop Romero, 
before he was murdered last March by right-wing -
forces , wrote to President Carter calling fot a halt 
to U.S. military aid to the Junta. Romero pointed 
out that ' 'the security forces, which better 
personal protection and effectiveness have 
repressed the people even more violently, us~ng . 

· deadly weapons". · 
The American State Department argues that 

they may have to intervene with military forces to 
prevent Cuban expansionism in Central America. 

As one student commented "It has all the 
makings of another Vietnam'' . 

Oq 
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. JOIN lH·E CANAl)l·A~N '.r 

HOSTELLING ASSOCl~Tl_ON 
and take advantage of lnex.penslve rat~! at more 
than 4500 hostels around the world. It's i ·fun way . 
to travel and to meet people. Membersfil'p In the . 
CHA also makes you -el.IGlble for many, c;tlscounts 
on local, national and International me'rchandlse 
and services. · · 

Ask about our local outdoor trips, cllnlcs and 
schools offering adventure and Instruction 1·n · · · .

1 
canoeing, backpacklf'.\01 cycling ancf orJenteerlnQL·. I .'l 

Buy your membersh(p now at the DAL ·CUTS Of· 
flee or the CHA Office at 6260 Qutnpool 0oad,-, 
Halifax. Phone 425-5450 for Information. 
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Health hazard at 
university of Alberta 
[ZNS}-A study group estab
lished to draft a code of 
~onduct for the advertising of 
mfant formula in India is said 
to have financfal ties with the 
Nestle company. 

The government of India 
established the special "work
ing group" aft~r critics charged 
that major formula exporters 
in the West have been using 
misleading advertising to dis
courage breast feeding and 
.encourage bottle feeding 
throughout the Third World. 

Bottle feeding in ar~s with 
limited sanitation and high 
rates of illiteracy has been 
associated with high infant 
death rates. 

The Nestle company is the 
largest exporter of infant 
formula in the world. 

The consumer guidance so
ciety of India says it has 
discovered that a leading mem-. 

' ' 

ber of the working group is 
being paid more than $3,000 a 
year by a Nestle subsidiary to 
give annual lectures on baby 
care. In addition, according to 
the consumer group, Nestle is 
alleged to have funneled an
other $10,000 to pay for a huge 
dinner party for Indian pedi
atricians. 

Indian physician Dr. R.K. 

Anand alleges it is a conflict of 
interest for the very doctors 
who are drafting rules to 
control the advertising~ofinfant 
formula to be accepting money 
from the companies making 
that formula. 

Dr. Anand suggests that 
Nestle and the doctors involved 
sever their financial ties im
mediately. 

Relief fund for 
International students 

MONTREAL [CUPJ-The 
Qu.ebec government is. toying 
with the idea of establishirlg a 
relief fund for international 
students unable to pay in-

- creased differential fees. 
Last week, the gc;>Vernment 

announced that differential 
fees for international students 
presently studying in Quebec 
would go- from $1,500 to 
$2,500. 

The fees for those not 
already studying in the prov
ince went up to $4,128, the 
highest in Canada. 

The fund, to be in the 
$200,000 to $300,000 range, 
would be designed primarily 
for students already studying in 
Quebec or for those who have 
already been accepted for next 

year. 
Robert Talbot, advisor to the 

minister of education Camille 
Laurin, confirmed the existence 
of the fund Monday, but said 
the size and criteria for eligibil
ity had yet to be decided. 

A similar fund was intro
duced in 1978 when differential 
tee·s were first establtshe<l tn 
the province. 

Students applied to the dean 
of students office at their 

. university, which set up a 
committee to decide which 
applicants fit the government's 
guidelines. The university then 
applied to the government on 

' their behalf. 
Talbot said the procedure 

would be similar this time, but 
further guidelines would most 
likely be added. 

study group llnked with Nestle 
EDMONTON [CUPk-Cancer 
causing asbestos has been 
found in the ceilings of two 
University of Alberta residence 
buildings housing almost 2,500 
people, but the univer~ity has 
not yet tested the a:ir for 
asbestos fibres, and students 
are still living in the residences. 

The ceilings contain any
where from 5 to 80 per cent 
chrysotile asbestos, sprayed 
onto them for sound insu.Jation. 

Asbestos fibres, when re
leased into the air, can cause 

We Sell 
Adventure 

Free catalogue 
on adventure & fun holidays • 

all over the world 
1 week to 4 months 

at affordable prices 
Camping tours 
treks • safaris 

overland expedit ions 
Some easy, some rugged 

Main ly for under 35's 
looking for something 

different 

GowawG 
teams up 

with ,..,flR_ ..,...., . ..., 
CUTS HALIFAX 

Student Union Bldg. 
Dalhousie University 

Hali fax, B3H 4J2 

lung cancer and asbestosis, a 
potentially fatal scarring of the 
lung tissues. 

In addition, students in one 
of the buildings have found 
crumbling asbestos insulating 
plates in light fixtures in their 
apartments. Students have 
been complaining about the 
-hazard since last October, 
according to resident student 
Bob Brewster. 

" We will try to get at the 
problems as so<,>n as possible," 
said University of Alberta 
Projects Manager Dan Pretz
laff. In the meantime, he said, 
residents should be extremely 
careful when changing light 
bulbs, and not disturb the 
sprayed-on ceiling coating at 
all. 

Pretzlaff said the university 
wants to take air samples to 
test for air-borne asbestos, but 
they are having difficulty find
ing someone to do the job. The 
provincial government Occu
pational Health and Safety 
division can not do the tests 
because with their limited 
persqnnel they can only do tests 
in a workplace, said Pretzlaff. 

•• • a • 
(902) 424-2054 ........ ________________ ..,. 

The tests will be done soon, 
said Pretzlaff. and if necessary. 
cleanup will begin in May on 
one of the buildings. No date 
ha been set.•. for ~l,le• ·other 
building . 

. ' . 
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New wave nite: March 21 

inevitable ·question arises: 
Why did the Trash Kanz not 
appear sooner? Well, that 
answer's easy-they were 
afraid that someone would 
permanently install them in 
the new building. It's so hard 
to find a good garbage recep
tacle these days. 

Also appearing on the biff 
will be the No-Name Brand 
Band, who used to be Class 
Cancelled, who ~sed to be the 
A. V. Rock Band. All the 
musicians sprang from the 
fertile ground of the Audio
V is u al Department of the 
Mount. Two came from the 

... 
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country to teach these city 
slickers a thing or two, one 
decided to teach these young 
whipper snappers something 
about Rock'n'Roll, and one 
came from the Trash Kanz to 
get beaten up by the other 
t hree. 

New Wave Nite should 

inspire many to new highs in 
inexpressive dancing. Admis
sion is $3.UU, but a $1.UO 
refund will be given to those in 
New Wave costume. Interval 
music will be supplied by the 

_ Kontroversial Kim Van Feggl
lenn, and the Dancing goes on 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. in the 
Rosaria Lounge. 

New Wave finally whets the 
fair shore of Mount Saint 
Vincent on Saturday , March 
21. In a grand conspiracy, the 
English Society and the Year
book committee will present 
the Trash Kanz and The 
No-name Brand Band to the 
culture-starved masses at the 
Mount . The Trash Kanz have 
a long and sordid history . ti1at 
makes Joe Stalin look Jike a 
Girl Scout leader. formed i.n 
1"979, they were said t9 be 
"probably the most original 
New Wave band in Halifax" 
by Existentialist Reality's 

rile .. 11.-een · a~d 
bt)me -tv the · · J>"icil.-v 

) \. . . 

bf"ing me . back 
~ .. entrl•• must be ln cr~'yon ... 

. mom. Such self-penned num~ 
bers like "Child- Abuse '.' and 
"Carsick at the Urive-In' : , 
have driven many into frenzy, 
if not exile, and the way''the 
Kanz launch into such classics 
of Rock like ''The Beat Goes 
On", "It's My Party", and 
·'Down By The River I Shot 
My Baby' ' w,ill be remem
bered by many who can't 
forget. · 

With many band members 
now attending the ~fount, the 

Mount site-of 
first undergrad 
English 
conference 
by Bertha Dotten 
Staff Reporter 

On March 6-8th, Mount 
Saint' Vincent University was 
the scene of the first Atlantic 
Undergraduate English .Con-
ference. · 

ln attendance were forty
five students and faculty from 
various Atlantic Universities. 
The Universities invited .were 
Mount Allison, The University 
of New Brunswick, Dalhousie, 
Saint Mary's University and 
Mount Saint Vincent. 

''We had a pretty good turn 
out taking into consideration 
that it was the first one of its 
kind, " said John Morgan
s tern, a professor of the 
Mount's English Department. 

Highlights of the conference 
were six workshops on the 
topics of Chaucer and Milton. 
Victorian Thought, Romantic 
Strategies, Nineteenth Cen
tury Novelists, Modern and 
other Cultures. 

The most interesting ses
sion was one that was totally 
dedicated to the topic of 
creative Writing where papers 
were presented by numerous 
students. 

" It was great bec~use of its 
potential to become an even 
greater success. It was the 
fi rst of its kind and all had a 
good time". said Kelly Ryan, 
a member of Mount Saint 

· Vincent's English Society. 
Due to its popularity and 

success , the site of the next 
conference will be hotly de
bated, with possible locations 
at Moµnt' Allison, ·university • 
of New Brunswick, or Mount 
Saint Vincent. 
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Sheila Dernier 
B.A. 

Sandi Hebb 
B.A. 
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· Campus Comment 
.1 1~ the face of even higher 

tultron fees, this week we 
ask~d Mount students what 
.their reaction is to the fee hike 
~nnounced last week. On a 
ltghter note, we asked them 
wha~ they thought of the 
possible return of the mini 
skirt. 

Asghar Talasaz 
Science 
I . It's not necessary . It 's 
difficult for students to pay 
more. They should help the 
students who are already here . 
2. It could be interesting. 
Why not? 

I. We pay too much already. 
The government is sHll not 
giving out more in stude:.t 
loans. If they gave out more it 
would be okay. 

I. I don't think it ' s good. It's 
too expensive now. 
2. Yech! I don't . like them. I 
wouldn't wear them. 

2. Who brought that in, 
males? Would I wear one? No 
way! 

,.. 

Catherine Grandy 
Home Ee. 
1. I think it's terrible. I don't 
know if I can affor:d it. 
2. 'I th.ink it's stup.id.. I 
wo'uldn't, wear one. 

ATTENTION PR STUDENTS: 

'® .... ·- ,, ............... : ,.,c1ofl" __ ... 
1sH· v . IR . 

·- WET & DRY ~ _ROSARIA LOUNG::m-.. 

WEDNESDA y MARCH 18 

ADMISSION: 7 S' 

VINCENT HALL 

Admi s s ion : yo u'r e wearing ~reen 
if yo u, r e not! . 

COFFEEHOUSE 
CABARET 

Featuring a showcase 

of Mount talent 

ADMISSION 

---$2.IJ(J 

Heather Redmond 
B.A. 
.1. l suppose it's good because 
It covers activities at the 
Mount. J don't think I'm too 
happy about it. 
2: Not much. J don't know if 
J d wear one, maybe even
tually. 

Two future Mount students??! ! c.:1 .~ck out the 
furniture in Rosaria dur :'.ng the opening 
cer8lllonies on S_aturday. (Woodroffe-Photopool) 

It's a resident's llfe 

Meal plan questioned 

by Bertha Dotten 
Staff Reporter 

This weeks eolumn is on the 
topic of a fifteen meal plan 
along with a nineteen plan. 

Cathy MacDonald of Evaris
tus Hail suggested going back 
to a similar meal plan as last 
year. · 

The rea:son why V.S. ser-
vices and Mount Saint Vincent 
University decided to switch to 
one nineteen meal plan was 
due to the fact that it would 
cost less than the old system, 
and also it was a time 
consuming process to punch 
the fifteen meal card and 
caused a longer wait getting to 
the melt! itself. 

"I think it's a b-etter deal for 
the students", said Heather 
Sutherland, ·who was the chair 
person for the F9ods Commit
tee last year. 

Michael Merrigan said the 
new system, "was approved 
by the students on the Food 
Committee' ' last yeai:.. 

ihe nineteen meal plan, 
according to David Brown, 
V.S. Servi Atll'lntic ' Regfon 

Representative, is based on 
the price average of 12.8 
meals per week. This means 
that a student only pays a little 
more with the nineteen meal 
plan than that of having a 
choice of meal plans. 

"There wouldn't be that 
much difference in price·' said 
Merrigan. 

ln MacDonald's letter, she 
pointed out that it would be 
convenient for, students who 
are at the university only a few 
days at a time. 

"l . feel that it wouldn · t 
create a difficulty , the Univer
sity just wants to get more 
money out of us. •· 

It is not totally the Univer
sity"s decision to change the 
meal plan. Las t year the 
students were consulted-- on 
the 'matter and so was ,V.S. 
servfoes. It was decided the 
easiest met hod for a meal plan 
would be to have ne similar to 
many other Universities in the 
regio n. Tha t plan is the 
nineteen meal plan , in use this 
year. an d which will be 

• COfllinued. ~ Xt y al',' 
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