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UNEMPLOYMENT HIGH - EXPENDITURES
LOW— EDUCATIONAL BUBBLE BURSTS

OTTAWA (CUP)—The impli-
cations for post-secondary edu-
cation of the prevailing high
levels of youth unemployment
and the present and future
prospects of declining expendi-
tures on education is not just a
concern in Canada.

Officials and experts from
the 24 members of the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-oper-
ation and Development
(OECD) (including Canada)

. who met in Paris in October
saw these as the two main
issues facing them when they
adopted a Declaration on
Future Educational Policies in
the Changing Social and Eco-
nomic Context.

That social and economic
context is, as OECD Secretary-
General Emile Van Lennep
explained October 19, the
importance ‘“‘to disentangle the
influence of passing events
from more fundamental
changes in society, and to avoid
hasty changes in policy which
may be damaging in the longer
term.”’

Van Lennep said the ques-
tion was to determine the “role
and position of education in
the social and economic devel-
opment of the advanced, in-
dustrial democracies.”

After a dramatic expansion
in all phases of education in the
last two decades, ‘“‘a turning
point appears to have been
reached—in the words of some:
‘The educational bubble has
burst,” ”’ he said.

"TOO BLOODY

OTTAWA (CUP)—If young
people are forced to travel all
over the country and even
outside to find a job, they won'’t
find any sympathy from the
federal government.

Employment minister Bud
Cullen told the House of
Commons December 7 that it is
“‘just too bloody bad”’ that high
levels of regional unemploy-
ment were forcing young peop_le
to move around the country in
search of work. This migration
of jobless youth “is the best
thing that could ever happen to
the country”’, he added.

“I hope to hell they move all
over the country,” Cullen said.

Cullen mentioned a tele-
vision program where he had
been questioned by unem-
ployed graduate Cape Breton
students who wanted to work
there. 2

“My . goodness, if a person
gets an education and 'they
broaden their horizons
(they
other

cannot
beyond Cape Breton,
should) try Toronto, try

The OECD, whose members
include Australia, Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, Denmark, Fin-
land, France, Germany,
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Luxembourg, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Swit-
zerland, Turkey, United King-
dom and the United States

were told by Van Lennep that
“no one questions, of course,
the need for a publicly-financed
basic education for everyone,
but if the benefits of higher
education accrue to a relatively
small group in society it seems
unreasonable for the public
purse to carry the entire
burden of an ever-lengthening
process of education.”
According tn. background

BAD'- CULLEN

parts of the country, try other
parts of the world,” he said.

There were 919,000 jobless
Canadians in November, up .01
per cent from the previous
month, according to Statistics
Canada. There were less than
50,000 job vacancies, howeyver,
in that same time according to
Statistics Canada.

Proposed legislation that
would effectively cut off thou-
sands of unemployed students
was justified, according to
Cullen.

“I don’t want to spoonfeed,
put a nipple in the mouth of
the young people of this
country . . . sit at home, suck
your thumb and wait for the
unemployment insurance just
to come pouring in,” he said.

However, a report from the
Social Services Council of
Canada found that young
people tend to underuse unem-
ployment insurance compared
with most other sectors of
society.

notes provided for the meeting,
all OECD countries are suffer-
ing from the same problem.
“The economic recession has
led to a high rate of unemploy-
ment among young people. In
many countries the unemploy-
ment rate for the 16-19 age
group is two to three times
higher than the national aver-
age. Education is not directly
responsible for this situation
but it is under strong pressure
to ensure that all young people
entering working life are better
equipped to cope with the

problems that will face them.”

The Education Committee
was informed that changes at
the post-secondary level are
likely to vary even more than
other levels ‘“‘according to the
particular economic and social
circumstances and priorities. of
individual Member countries.”

“The rapid pace of growth

witnessed during the sixties has
slowed down markedly since
the early 1970s. The most
significant reason for this
slowdown has been a drop in
the transfer rate of secondary
school leavers, particularly
among male students, to the
university sector, possibly as
the result of the decline in the
access opportunities to high
level jobs and the difficult
employment prospects for
holders of certain types of
degrees.”

Van Lennep said there were
a number of lessons to be
learned from what has been
happening to education. First,
the demographic slowdown
“provides an opportunity for
consolidation of earlier ad-
vances by improving the quality
of basic education.” Second,
there will be more incentive for

_effectiveness and efficiency in

.education and third, ‘‘pre-
primary, compensatory and
recurrent education” should be
more carefully examined.

He also said that education
cannot be blamed for high
youth unemployment. “It is,”
he said, “sometimes argued
that the blame for this (high
levels of youth unemployment)
lies with our educational sys-
tems, because young people are
not being provided with quali-
fications needed for them to get
jobs. This is obviously nonsense
insofar as, during the recent
period of slow growth, there
simply have not been enough
job opportunities for new en-
trants to the labour force.”

The practical outcome of
'this situation would not be an
‘argument for more education,
he said, “it is an argument for

~ giving them the right educa-

tion.”

NEW COURSES AT MSVU

For the first time Mount
Saint Vincent University will
be offering credit courses off-
campus. Introduction to Psy-
chology, with Dr. Fred Har-
rington and the Nature of
Language, with Dr. George
Patterson, begin January 9 at
Prince Andrew High School in
Dartmouth and the Sociology
of Women, with Dr. Jane
Gordon Keyes, starts January 3
at Sackville High School.

Dr. Harrington’s psychology
course is unusual because it is a
full credit course which runs
until June 26. Courses which
begin in January are usually
half-credit, as are the other two
listed above. All three may be
audited, which consists of
attending classes but does not
require testing and evaluation.

Introduction to Psychology
presents basic information
about this field as an experi-
mental science. Topics include
human development, learning
and thinking, perception,-mo-
tivation, the physiological basis
of behaviour, social psychology
and personality theory.

How languages change and
the interaction of language and
society will be covered in the
Nature of Language. Dr. Pat-
terson will deal with language
as a tool for communication by
examining dialects, regional
variations, writing systems and
the form and function of
non-verbal language. The
course is taught in English and
is recognized by the N.S.
Department of Education for
teacher certification.

In the Sociology of Women,
Dr. Keyes will conduct a
critical examination of the
position of women in modern
societies. Issues include evi-
dence of discrimination and
theories about the status of
women from a variety of
perspectives, such as Marxist
and feminist.-The course will
deal also with the resurgence of
feminism as a social movement.

A variety of non-credit pro-
grams also begin in January.
These will be located in
Sackville, Dartmouth and on
campus. All the offerings are
scheduled for the evening,
except Let’s Write.

Two, eight week programs
will use the facilities at Sir
Robert Borden Junior High
School in Dartmouth. Chil-
dren: Yours and Mine will be
presented by a team of Mount
faculty members from the

education and psychology de-
partments. Dr. Andrew Man-
ning, Dr. William Hunter, St.
Rosemarie Sampson, Dr. Mi-
chael Pratt and Dr. Virginia
Cronin will deal with the effects
of day care with discipline,
children’s health and adoles-
cence. Program begins Wed-
nesday, January 17.

Personal and family finance
are the focus of another eight
week program at the Borden
school entitled Where Does the
Money Go? Ms. Lanita Rear-
don, home economics depart-
ment, will examine credit,
banking and insurance as they
pertain to the individual and
the family. This begins Tues-
day, January 30.

Anyone who wants to im-
prove his or her basic writing
and communication skills may
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TAY OUT

Rick Jesso

Janet Mrenica

Sandra Willis

and anyone else who
happens to wander in.

Special thanks to Shelley,
who did the front page graphic.
Also thanks to Sandy for
showing up, that made two of
us to have this week’s stafl
meeting. :

‘Good luck on exams every-
ody and have a nice Christ:
mas. See y’all in January.
Love, Sue Sasquatc

The Picaro is a member ‘off

Press) and is published twicel:
monthly by the MSVU Student|.
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PHOTOPOOL MEETING

TRURS. JAN. 11 7PM

ALL MEMBERS PLEASE ATTEND!

FEEL FREE TO COME IF YOU WOULD

LIKE TO WURK ON PHOTOfOOL

[MARITIME
INTERCOLLEGIATE FOLK

FESTIVAL
| PRIZES: $160, $50,$25
DATE: FEB. 8,1979
TIME: 8PM
PLACE: CONVOCATION HALL
MOUNT ALLISON UNIV.

INTERESIED . SIUDENIS CONTACT:
STUDENT UNION OFFICE 443-4224

soon. £

Get your entries in.

to enter.

All students, faculty, staff and alumnae are invited

The exhibition runs from January 25 to February 11, 1979.

Editorial:

Welcome back. Did you have a nice holiday. Good, but now
you need a week of sleep to catch up with the partying, right.
Too bad, the teachers are telling us it’s back towork again.

To those of you who have just lived through your first
semester of university life, I hope you live through another one
at least. I've lived through seven of them now, and let me tell
you it gets easier with every one. As a matter of fact, it even
gets to be enjoyable being a university student. Fifty years from
now, these few years will probably provide your fondest
memories, believe it or not. I am already looking fondly back
at my first year of post-secondary education, which was way
back in the ancient year of 75-76, when I too begrudged my
profs at Christmas time for their miserly exams, and their lack
of sympathy for a week long hangover from New Year’s
celebrations. I assure you though that you will one day feel the
same way.

Second semester is nice. We have a Winter Carnival to look
forward to. And you've become nicely settled into your classes,
you know the profs a little better, some of the fear is gone. Oh,
I see, you got your marks back today. What are your parents
going to say. Oh well, them’s the brakes. But we both know
youwll pull it out of the bag in April, right? Good, I knew
you'd be optimistic about this. It’s not all that bad after all, is
it?

Well, have a.nice term. I do hope to hear from a few of you
in that anonymous throng of people out there, even if.it’s only
in the form of a letter to the editor. So get busy and start
writing. There must be something you want to say to the entire
university population. Say it in the Picaro. We're looking for-
ward to hearing from you.
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The Mount’s own fifth annual Art,
Craft and Hobby Show is coming

You can enter hobbies, art, craft, baking and talent (everything
from water colors and crocheting to stamp collections and
plants) Individual and group entries will be accepted.

Submit your entries at the gallery between January 8th and 15th.

Baking must be in by 10:30 on the opening day of the exhibition.

Everybody who enters something is guaranteed to have at least one item
shown. For more information, call the gallery at 443-4450 ext. 160

[EED AN ESCAPE FROM

'EVERYDAY ROUTINE?
Come see us at the
PICARO OFFICE!

STAFF MEETING EVERY MONDAY7:30PM EVERYONE IS WELCOME




Stand UP

If you could think of as-
sertive behaviour as being on a
continuum, you would look at a
rangestretching from extremely
non-z}ssertive to extremely ag-
gressive with a highly func-
tional area in the middle range
that could be described as
assertive. How do these be-
haviours differ, where does
your own behaviour fall? Where
would you like it to fit in this
range?

Alberti and Emmons’ book
“Your Perfect Right’ describes
an assertive person as one who
stands up for his/her rights
without trampling on the rights
of others. What does that
mean, exactly? It means know-
ing what our own rights are in
all the frustrating situations
that occur to each of us fairly
regularly.

For instance, when two
people share a room, both have
a right to study there, to have
friends drop in, to play the
radio; but if one ignores the
rights of the other to study by
playing the radio loudly or the
rights of the other to a good
night’s sleep by studying and
smoking until 3 a.m. fairly
often, that would be considered
aggressive—insisting on his/
her own rights at the expense of
someone else’s. In this same
example, the person whose
rights are being trampled on is
being non-assertive if s/he
seethes inside but does nothing
towards trying to change the
situation.

Another example might in-
volve students’ rights related to

their courses. Assertion issues
in this area include making
requests of professors for time,
assistance or information; ne-
gotiating grades, term paper
topics and letters of recommen-
dation with professors; defining
work responsibilities with peers
in group projects. Being non-
assertive would put a student in
a position of feeling controlled,
perhaps doing a paper on an
uninteresting or too difficult
topic; maybe not getting needed
assistance or finding out
enough information to prepare
a presentation or write a test.
Being aggressive would put the
student in the position of
seeming to hound the professor
and ignoring another’s rights
by taking up inordinate
amounts of his/her time and
attention; or, in the case of a
working peer group, to seem to
take over, or to be uncooper-
ative.

Yet other examples can be
applied to a range of social
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skills. It is fairly easy to assess
yourself in this area if you fall
at the non-assertive end of the
scale, because if you are shy
you are constantly having your
rights trampled on; people ask
you a question and either don’t
wait for you to answer, or don’t
listen if you do, and when you

find ‘yourself in a group of

strangers you hope nobody will
notice you. It is more difficult
for a person to recognize
aggressiveness in him / herself
in social situations because
s/ he can believe s/he is the
one who always keeps the
conversation going, leads the
group, organizes the plans—
and the shy ones make it easy.
The -desire to be well-liked
can keep a student from
speaking up in situations that
are unfair; the desire to be
good, well-behaved, always ac- -
cepted can keep a student from
advancing in the direction of
individual development; ‘and
the fear of negative evaluution

Different highs for gals & guys

A Canadian
her says she has
t difference
smoking

(CUP-ZNS)

medical researci
discovered a dis.’gmc
in the way marijjuana
affects men and women.

Clinical psychologist, Doctor
Cannie Adame-, writing in the
Psychology of Women Quar-

, terly, reports that teams of
researchers at McGill Univer-

* other,

sity compared the reactions of
stoned men and women in
various group situations.

According to the doctor—in
her words—‘“Men under the
influence of pot talked about
mechanical and impersonal
topics and frequently ad-
dressed questions to the resear-
chers. Women, on the other
hand, rarely addressed the
people in charge.”

Adamec says that “(Women),
rather than avoiding each
turned the smoking
sessions into consciousness-
raising encounters where they
discussed, in depth, wornen
and relationships in society in
general . . . the atmosphere
'(among stoned women) became
one of self-exploration and
support.” Men, she says, re-
mained much more remote
and analytical. '

e X e S v
““pIRE FIGHTING IS FOR THE BIRDS”

TAWA (cUP)—The intent
f())f'laﬂl recent Alberta government
press release may have peen to
promote feminism. But 1ts wor-
ding didn’t.

While prais
of a group O
forest rangers, the

ing the abilities
f female junior
press release

described them as “girls” and
“chicks’’.

It’s title was ““Fighting Fires
is for the birds? . . . “Chicks”’,
that is.”

It continued, “Seeing these
17 and 18 year old girls in ac-
tion, you can hardly call them

*““chicks”.” v

Then, the release gave them
'a back-handed compliment by
admitting they were not “‘wilt-
ing in the sun” or “buckling
under the strain of physical
labor”.

-what it

which is the most prevalent
cause of the restrictions stu-
dents impose on themselves in
academic settings, can keep a
student from speaking up in
seminars, asking questions in
lectures, offering opinions that
might be controversial; and
interfere with the successful
presentation of projects.
Assertiveness Training is just
says—training for
people who have decided they
would. like to change their
behaviour in this area, people
who want to fit into a place on
the continum where they will
be functioning assertively.
Fifteen people compose a
workable number of partici-
pants, all of whom must be
willing te regard attendance as
mandatory for a whole pro-

and be heard!

gram, usually 2 hour sessions
once a week for seven or eight
weeks. Each must be serious
about wanting a behaviour
change for her/himself
through this group= training,
and be ready to set goals to
effect this change.

The word ‘“‘assertive’” ‘has for
a long time been confused with
“aggressive’”’, and often has not
been perceived as representing
a positive attribute, especially
where women are concerned.
This view is slowly changing
with regard to the word itself as
people continue to change and

-more people become aware of

the new confidence engendered
by their ability to speak up for
themselves on the basis of their
rights.

summer

Getting one takes initiative.

jobs

And one of the best initiatives you can take is to
help get a Young CanadaWorks project going

your way.

Young CanadaWorks is a federal government
job creation program that funds projects designed
to improve your skills and future job prospects.

But projects must be applied for by groups or
organizations...companies, associations, clubs, etc.
So the best thing you can do Is to suggest a
good project (creating at least 3 student jobs lasting
from 6 to 18 weeks each between May and
September) to a group or organization you know.
Then work on the project yourself.

Application forms and guides are ready now at
your nearest Canada Employment Centre/Canada
Manpower Centre or Job Creation Branch office.

Do your homework.And make sure the applica-
tion gets in by the February 2 deadline. It just might

work for you.

| b

Employment and

Bud Cullen, Minister

Immigration Canada

Emploi et
Immigration Canada

Bud Cullen, Ministre
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BIRTH CONTROL 2?22?22

IUD = STERILITY ?

NEW YORK (LNS-CUP)—An
American woman knows her
sterility was caused by an
intrauterine device manufac-
tured by the Searle Drug
Company.

But that doesn’t mean she is
able to successfully sue the
company.

‘“Before the trial began, I

thought I had a good chance of '

winning,” Alison Perez said.
“Besides having a firm case
against Searle, my lawyer said
that because I was young and
pretty, the jury would be
swayed in my favor.”

Searle had its own ideas
about ‘‘young and pretty”’

Great moments in college

single women. In fact, the
company relied on sexist stereo-
types and tactics to protect its
“corporate integrity.”

Searle, manufacturer of the
Copper 7 (CU-7) intrauterine
device (IUD) whose use ul-
timately resulted in Perez’
sterility, made sure that Perez.
wouldn’t win her case, thus,
precipitating a rash of well-
founded lawsuits by other
women who have suffered
similar TUD-related complica-
tions.

Perez, now 26, recently sued
the Searle Co. after she had a
hysterectomy in 1974, the
result of Pelvic Inflammatory

Disease (PID). At the time, her
doctor attributed the inflam-
mation to her CU-7 IUD. But
on October 4, a Long Island
jury ruled that Searle was not
responsible for Perez’ sterility

and concluded—with no sup-

porting evidence—that her in-
fection was caused by gon-
orrhea, not by the TUD.

The thrust of Searle’s defense
centred around Perez’ sexual
activity. The company flatly
denied all suspected dangers
associated with the IUD, even
though women have been
treated for IUD-based prob-
lems ranging from serious
infection to punctured uterus.

Cols.

g: :

relat

On October 12th, after

three intensive years of
studying the theory of

ivity, Wayne Thomson

left his lab, lit up a Colts,

paused, reflected, and decided

to become'a phys ed major.

~Colts. A great break.

Enjoy them anytime.

“Searle lied about a lot of
things,” Petez told LNX. “They
said women only get PID from
gonorrhea. They denied all the
statistics which show that
women have a nine to ten times
higher chance of getting PID if
they use the IUD than women
who don’t.

“They also probed into my
sex life. Searle’s lawyers even
said that people only use birth
control if they have unstable

. relationships, or if they hate

kids. They really said that.”
Searle, of course, has had no

qualms about its role as
manufacturer of “immoral”
devices.

“I’'m disappointed and upset
that I lost the case,” Perez
continued. “I probably won't
appeal because it costs $4,000
just to get the tapes trans-

life.

===

cribed. And it’s not that easy to
get an appeal. Supposed',
there’s only one chance ip
hundred of getting one.”
Though she will no longer
challenge Searle in court, Pere
showed no signs of resignation.
-She said she hopes to inform
women of the dangers of the
-IUD by writing about her tria]
and documenting Searle’s ruth-
less campaign to protect its
profits. She hopes that women
who have already suffered
punct_ured ovaries and chronic
infection will link their prob-
lems to the IUD and test
Searle’s strength in court again.

Vo)
Pill =
skin cancer ?

NEW YORK (LNS-CUP)—An-
other ‘“‘side effect” can be
added to the already lengthy
list of warning about the birth
control pill; this time it’s fatal
skin cancer.

According to a December
1977 study just made public,
women who use birth control
pills for more than four years
face almost twice the risk of
developing malignant melan-
oma,. or skin cancer, than
non-pill or short-term pill
users.

The study, which monitored
17,942 patients on the Kaiser
health plan in Walnut Creek,
California, is among the largest
and longest ever conducted on
the effects of the pill. It found a
79 per cent rise in the incidence
of melanoma among women in
the San Francisco Bay Area
from 1970-1975. Half of those
cases occurred in women of’
child-bearing age.

Pill-related melanoma is
thought to occur when proges-
terone and estrogen, two hor-
mones used in the pill, stimu-
late the over-production of skin
cells. According to the authors
of the study, the pill possibly:
increases sensitivity to the sun’s
rays, thereby increasing the
probability of skin cancer.

The Head of the California
Tumor Registry at Berkeley,
Dr. Donald Austin, attempted
to provide a “scientific” ex-
planation for the relationship
between skin cancer and the
pill. “It might be a false alarm.
There’s a good possibility that
women on the pill may have
more sun exposure than women
not on the pill. We know that
women who choose the pill are
different from other women in
other ways.”
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Indiscriminate use of

by Martin Brown
reprinted from Seven Days
by Canadian University Press

®An epidemic disease form-
erly responsive to drug treat-
ment suddenly becomes re-
sistant to treatment and Kkills
130,000 people in Guatemala.

?In the United States, similar
epidemics break out in hospital
wards scattered across the
country, producing up to
300,000 cases of drug-resistant
disease in one year. Thirty to
fifty percent of the victims die.
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A passage from a biological
warfare novel? No, these inci-
dents actually occurred in
recent years, and will continue
to occur with greater frequency
and higher death tolls, ac-
cording to Dr. E.S. Anderson,
past director of the Enteric
Reference Laboratory in Lon-
don, a noted center for research
on the subject of infectious
disease.

Dr. Anderson warned a
recent meeting of the World
Health Organization, in Milan,
Italy, that the spread of
drug-resistant bacteria, which
causes the epidemics, is “‘prob-
ably past the point of mno
return.”’

What causes these drug-
resistant germs to thrive and
multiply? The main problem,
said Anderson, is uncontrolled
and unnecessary prescribing of
antibiotics by the medical
profession.

' It has long been known that
prolonged exposure of a bac-
terial strain to the same
antibiotic would produce an
altered strain of bacteria re-
sistant to the antibiotic. This
occurs by a process of natural
selection: Any cells which may
possess some resistance survive
and multiply; the others die
off. But it is now known that
some drug-resistant strains can
transfer their resistance to
other bacteria, sometimes pro-
ducing multiple-resistant
" strains (strains resistant to
several different antibiotics).
The ability to directly transfe.r
resistance from cell to ¢_:ell is
accelerating the production of
drug-resistant bacteria in the
environment and raising 'the
chances of a major epidemic.
Bacterial cells can transfer
resistance if they possess the

“R-factor’’—a bit of genetic

material (DNA) which lies

outside the cell’s central genetic

material in a particle called a

plasmid. When two bacterial

cells ““conjugate”’—the bacter-
ial equivalent of sexual inter-

course—the R-factor can be
duplicated and transmitted

" between them, producing two

R-factor-carrying cells. When
these cells divide,
daughter cells will contain the
R-factor. Thus when a small
number of bacteria containing
the R-factor are added to a
culture of cells which lack it
and are drug-sensitive, there is
a rapid increase in the number
of drug-resistant cells.

The implications are obvious
and frightening. Harmless bac-
teria normally found in the
human intestine can acquire

multiple drug resistance by
exposure to antibiotics. Then,
when flushed away as fecal
matter, they can transfer this
multiple resistance to harmful,
virulent bacteria present in the
sewage. :

This possibility has been
confirnred by numerous scien-
tific investigations. For ex-
ample, a study by K.B. Linton,
published in 1974 in the
Journal of Medical Micro-
biology, reported that a higher
percentage of resistant bacteria
was found in the sewage from
hospitals (where antibiotic use
is especially high) than in the
sewage from domestic sources:
36.4 per cent of the bacteria in
the hospital sample were re-
sistant to ampicillin, 37 percent
to streptomycin, 14 percent to
chloramphenicol and 18.8 per-
cent to tetracycline. Of the

all their |

antibiotics

resistant strains found in the
hospital sewage, 42.6 percent
contained the R-factor. Thus,
there is a reservoir of R-factor
carrying drug-resistant bac-
teria in the general population
and the environment.

Inevitably, then, epidemics
of drug-resistant disease will
break out, either where sanita-
tion and hygiene are bad, as in .
many Third World countries,
or where the concentration of
bacterial infections and pa-
tients at risk is high, as in
hospital wards.

The problem is particularly
acute in the Third World. In

1968 an epidemic of drug-
resistant dysentery started in
Guatemala. It spread to Mex-
ico and Central America and
did not subside until 1971. The
death rate from the drug-
resistant dysentery was 250
deaths per 100,000 people,
compared to 40 deaths per
100,000 people for the non-
resistant strain. At least
130,000 people were killed in
this particular epidemic of
drug-resistant dysentery.

Between 1971 and 1972 an
epidemic of typhoid fever
broke out in Mexico which
proved resistant to numerous
antibiotics, including the drug
of choice: chloramphenicol.
This epidemic produced illness
in 100,000 people and killed
20,000.

Today drug-resistant dysen-
tery and typhoid fever are

dangerous!

endemic to much of the Third
-World and epidemic outbreaks
are an ever-present threat. But
such outbreaks can also occur
in a less dramatic, but no less
devastating manner, in the
modern hospital wards of the
developed countries. According
to Dr. Anderson, ‘“Widespread
and lethal outbreaks are taking
place, particularly in children’s
hospitals and pediatric units,

of infection with an organism—
Salmonella typhimurium—
which now infects SO percent of
those at risk and kills 20 to 30

percent of those infected. This

organism was formerly consid-

ered to be a mere “‘nuisance,”

but, transformed by the R-

factor, it has become a killer.

Ironically, most of the anti-
biotic use which leads to
drug-resistant bacteria is prob-
ably unnecessary in the first
place. Six years ago, Dr. Henry
Simmons, director of the Bur-
eau of Drugs of the Federal
Drug Administration, esti-
mated that 60 percent of
hospital patients who receive
antibiotics don’t need them. In
addition, he estimated that
about 60 percent of people who
complain to doctors of a
common cold are given anti-
biotics, even though the com-
mon cold is caused by a virus
and viruses do not respond to
antibiotics.

Many doctors justify the use
of antibiotics for children’s
colds in terms of the danger of
bacterial infections which
might arise secondarily to the
viral infection. But in a 1975

‘article in Pediatrics, Dr. Lester
Soyka and his colleagues con-
cluded that, “Antibiotic ther-
apy has been shown to be of no
value in the treatment of the
common cold—either in
shortening the course of the
acute illness or in preventing
the development of secondary
bacterial infections. . . .”
Antibiotic overuse is also
widespread within hospitals. A
1976 survey of records from 20
acute-care hospitals showed
that 30 percent .of all in-
patients received antibiotics.
Significant proportions of anti-
biotics given out in hospitals
are prescribed for prophylactic
reasons, i.e., to prevent a

“possible infection rather than

to cure an existing one. But,
according to the authoratative
Medical Letter Handbook of

- Antimicrobial Therapy, “Such

prophylactic use subjects the
patient to the risk of super-
infection ~(drug-resistant in-
fection) and other adverse
effects of the drugs with little
prospect of success in pre-
venting infection. In relatively
few circumstances is anti-
microbial prophylaxis unques-
tionably useful; in some cases,
its usefulness is controversial.”

According to Dr. Steven
Barriere, professor of clinical
pharmacology at the University
of California Medical Center in
San Francisco, and an expert
on the use of antibiotics,
‘“There are very few procedures
where antibiotic prophylaxis is
really indicated. However you
still see antibiotics used all the
time. There are certain phys-
icians who will tell you that as
soon as you make an incision in
the skin you need antibiotics;
there are others that wouldn’t