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Awards Banquet a .Success 
by Picaro staff (For more details on the athletic awards, please see page 19) 

The annual Awards Banquet 
1996 was held in the Multi Pur­
pose Room last Tuesday night. 

Well attended by students, 
staff, faculty and alurnane , the 
banquet was hosted by 199 1 
Mount graduate Mark Scholz of 
L unch Television and Kim 
Merrill , a graduating public rela­
tions students . 

Joe Strolz, president of Stu­
dent Union opened the banquet 
with a few remarks on the year, 
including the completed renova­
tions in Rosaria Centre. 

The keynote speaker, Aisha 

Umar, discussed the importance 
of extracirricular activities during 
university. Umar, the Senior 
P~oduct Manager, Student Loans 
at the Bank of Nova Scotia, rep­
resented the growing partnership 
between the Student Union and 
the bank. The Bank of Nova 
Scotia was a major sponsor for 
the event. 

Dozens of students received 
awards for their academic, ath­
letic and extracirricular activities. 
Peter Clarke, an Arts student and 
the The Picaro News Editor for 
next year, walked away with the 

new Bank of Nova Scotia Award 
for his community service wor.k. 

The recipient of the other 
new award, the Women 's Recog­
nition Award for service to 
women on campus, was Wendy 
Andersen. 

Several students also won 
awards for their roles in Student 
Union. Lori Anne Jones, the Sta­
tus of Women councillor re­
ceived awards for leadership and 
exemplary performance. 

The Society of the Year, the 
DNSA, won for their university 
and community service. 

The Picaro would like to thank all the 
contributors for the 1995-96 year. 

There would not be a paper 
without you! Thank you! 

Venessa Allen Renee Fournier Jeff Marginson 
Jennifer Amend Heather Grant Lynn Matheson 
Sarah Jane Angevine Martha Grant Adria May 
Ath-Rec Department Margaret Griffen John Grant McDaniel 
H.J. Atiyah Teara Gordon Emma McKennirey 
Sharon Avery Ellen Hamill Candance Melbourne 
Andrea Baldwin Sara Hawker Kim Merrill 
Andrea Bannister Michelle Hebert Shawn Miner 
Robert Batherson Susan Hennigar Sheri Moore 
Melanie Beaton Frank Howell Leanne Mosher 
Joanne Bernard Andrea Hurley Nadine Nass 
Robin Boudreau Angela Jarvis Wally Nowlan 
Todd A. Brayman Sarah Jeffrey Lynette Oates 
Heather Brittain Lori Anne Jones Barry O'Hearn 
Andrew Clattenburg Shauna Jones Jenn Parker 
Charles Crosby Julie S. Geoff Petley-Jones 
Rebecca Dawson Stephanie Keeping Jennifer Punch 
Brooke DeLong Wanda Kontak David Pound 
Nancy Dorey Brian Kerrigan Fred Robertson 
Michelle Essien Karen A. MacGillivray Scott Scmeisser 
Nancy Farmer Peggy MacKinnon Sarah Simmons 
Keith Freeman Shelley Manderville Wendy Sims 

Holly MacDonald, first year B.A. student and Karen Webb, fourth year 
Edu cal ion student work on end of the year projec/s in lhe Libra1y Sunday, as 
swden/s rush to mee/ final deadlines. 

Kathleen Sitter 
B. Shuzat 
Craig Smith 
Christy Smith 
Helen Smith 
Andrea Steylen 
Marco Tejada 
Jill Tokach 
Tracy Ward 
Beverly Warford 
Kari Veno 
Carrie Warner 
Jason Wingo 
Gin Hing Yee 
Ceri Young 
Kathy Young 
Tawnya Zwicker 
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Student Union Looks Into Elections Process 
by Andrea Bannister, Robin Boudreau & Tawnya Zwicker 

Problems that arose worn the 
recent general elections took 
precedence at the Student Union 
meeting last week. 

After the two-day long meet­
ing, members of Council could 
only agree on two motions: "the 
democratic process has been suc­
cessful" and to pass the problems 
over to a Committee to review. 

Questions about the elec­
tions process have been circu­
lating since the disqualification of 
Andrew Clattenburg, a presiden­
tial candidate, an hour after the 
polls closed. The winner of the 
race, Sheri Moore, received 170 

votes, ·just one ballot more than 
candidate Alanna Mason. The 
113 votes for Clattenburg were 
announced as "spoiled" by Chief 
Returning Officer, Marina Harris. 

Student Council has re­
ceived approximately 50 written 
letters of complaint from students 
who are angry at the recent elec­
tions process. 

Rules in the Student Union 
constitution were broken more 
than once, said Gin Hing Yee, the 
SU Omsbudperson. For exam­
ple, election dates were not ap­
proved by Council according to 
regulations (Section 3.36). 

Student Union Hopes to 
Soon be Accountable 

by Robin Boudreau & Andrea Bannister 

According to the Student 
Union constitution, any person 
registered in one course at Mount 
Saint Vincent University is a 
member of Student Union. 

The Union pFesently does 
not have an appeal process, 
whereby a higher level is avail­
able for students to go to wi~h · 
complaints. Basically, Student 
Council governs themselves . 

S~udent Union President Joe 
Strolz said his council is in the 
process of creating a Judicial 
Board. Students who find no sat­
isfaction from the Student Union, 
will then be able to appeal to the 
Board. 

Current circumstances re­
veal that this Judicial Board is 

· needed. Gin Hing Yee, the 
Ombudsperson for SU, has re­
ceived 48 letters from students, 
condemning the recent elections 
and call ing f9r a review into the 
disqualification of presidential 
can<!lidate, Andrew Clattenburg. 
Although the letters will not be 
addressed by the Council, he said 
they will be taken into account 
by the Committee which is be­
ing set up to review the past elec­
tions. 

"Students felt their votes did 
no~ count," Yee said. Votes for 
Clattenburg were labelled 
"spoiled" after he was disquali­
fied . 

The Committee reviewing 
the elections, headed by Yee, will 
draw up a list of recommenda­
tions and present them to Student 

Council. He admits that Student 
Union does not have to imple­
ment any of the recommenda­
tions. 

Even members of Student 
Council are questioning their 
own current process. 

External Vice President 
Karen MacGillivray said that the 
Council has recently breached its 
own Constitution. She was "in­
credulous" when other Council 
members quashed motions to 
look into election matters. 

"My personal take from the 
way that the motions were with­
drawn and passed, indicated that 
we don't have to follow ouF own 
rules,." MacGillivray said. 

Strolz, too, said that "there 
is an accountability problem." 

He said Student Council is 
looking to form a Judicial Board 
which would be based loosely on 
Dalhousie's. Their Board has the 
power to over rule decisions 
made by their Student Union. 

The Mount's Student Coun­
cil is working out the details to 
bring this kind of Board into ef­
fect. 

Strolz hopes the nature of the 
Judicial Board will be defined 
soon. 

"I don't feel there is a prob­
lem with this Council, but we 
want to protect students from fu­
ture Councils that may not be of 
the same calibre or have the high 
level of integrity that we have 
right now," said Strolz. 

"The dates for the elections 
must be ratified by January 31," 
Yee said. "I can't find in the 
Council minutes, any formal 
motion setting the election 
dates." 

Karen MacGillivray, Exter­
nal VP, and James Tilley, Science 
Representative, are concerned 
with the election process and the 
outcome of the Council meeting. 

They, too said that the con­
s ti tu ti on has been breached. 
MacGillivray noted that the 
Elections Committee extended 
the campaigning dates that were 
set by Student Union policy. 

However, this was never ap­
proved by Council. This means 
all candidates were campaigning 
past the allowed date and should 
have been disqualified. 

"I was saying to Council 
'This is a clear breech of our con­
stitution!' But they wanted to let 
it lie. Can we not take responsi~ 
bility for our actions?" 
MacGillivray said. 

Tilley said, "Despite the fact 
that the Student Council meetings 
were roughly six hours in total, I 
believe that all the motions were 
not fully or equally discussed." 

MacGillivray also questions 

the election procedures them­
selves. Harris, the CRO and the 
head of the elections, left the vot­
ing list in her Council mailbox 
after the polls closed. Anyone 
could have entered the office and 
tampered with the list, thereby 
making a recount, if necessary, 
problematic. 

Yee, and his committee re­
viewing the elections, will take 
all these issues into· considera­
tion. He anticipates the report 
will be completed by the end of 
April. 

The two articles on this page were included in a Picaro ·Extra that 
was published the week of the 25th. The publication was only avail­
.able on campus for one day, therfore many students may not have 

had the opportunity to read them, so here they are again! 
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LAST MINlf1'h.., PllOJEC1'S? 
Jl'E CAN HELP!! 

CALL l lS FOR ALL YOl !H STUDENT NEEDS StJCH AS COMPllTEll 
JU:NTAL. REPORTS. RESliMl!:S. ASSIGN lVIENTS, BINDING, 

TllANSPARENCIES(COLOI~, B/\V) ETC. 

/¥/?E7J JIEJ-'P Jfl111 J!OIJJI l"ACHJN6 ,t .. fillll"l"IN6? 

.4T 1'1AIL BO .. "J;ES ETC IN CLAYTON PAll.K 
Wl~'lll~ EXPEll'fS IN CUS'l101'1 PACl{ING! 

WE'Li_, t:•A(~I' .1US'l1 AllOU'I' ANY'rHING (C01'1Pll'l'EHS, 
S'l1EllEOS) SJ\14'EIJ Y ~~ SHIP IT ANYWlll~llE! 

\VI~ A.f;SO CARRY IIOXES, 'fAPE, RURllLE\VRAP 1.\ OTHER 
.l.1J\CK.ING SUPI1 l_,IES. 

1o•y.. STUDENT DISCOUNT ON MClST ITEMS 
(Ol"n:t{ EXPllU:s APIUt 30, 96) 

VISIT 

MAIL BOXES ETC 
287 LACEWOOD DIUVE, UNIT 103 

llALit.,AX. 
PllON~~: 445-5050 

Ol.Jf{ PROFESSIONAL STAFfi' \VOlJLD BE PLEASED TO SEl{VE 
VOl J. 
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Who is really listening? 
by James Tilley 

I am the current Science 
Representative on Student 
Council and the Graphics Editor 
on the Picaro staff. Some may see 
this as a conflict of interest, but I 
have tried to stay as neutral as 
possible in any dispute or conflict 
that has occurred. Until now ... 

March was Election Month, 
as some may have realized 
(which in itself seems to be a 
miracle .) Many problems 
occurred during those few weeks. 
The question I have is, What have 
you heard? There were many 
questions that came up during 
and following the election 
process. My problem is that some 
of those questions were not 
addressed fully. None were made 
public despite the protest of 
several councillors. So the 
rumour mills continued to 
provide the students with 
possibly false information. News 
writers for the Picaro sent to 
cover the story got nothing but a 
rushed "No comment" from 
members of Student Union who 
should have had the answers . 
Until now ... 

When the rumours begin 
to spread, the democratic process 
begins to break down and chaos 
follows. People may protest due 
to false information and they 
can't make informed opinions 
because they have not received 
the facts . So the student body has 
begun to ask questions. There are 
general questions about 
campaigning, changed rules and 
regulations. The . following are 
some of the questions that I have 
been hearing. There are questions 
about the disqualification of 
Andrew Clattenburg, questions 
about the very close totals of 
Sheri Moore and Alanna Mason. 
Some people have questioned the 
ability of the elections 
committee, some have even 
questioned the ability of the CRO 
(Chief Returning Officer.) 

The suggestions I have 
heard are just as diverse as the 
questions. The only difference is 
the severity of the solutions . 
Some say that we should leave it 
be and get on with our lives. 
Some say that we should make 
Andrew's votes count (the fact 

that he lost is beside the point). 
Some say the presidents should 
rerun . Some say th at entire 
election should be considered 
null and void. Student Union took 
most of these options under 
consideration. And Council with 
a majority vote, has declared that 
they would, sit on the fence . 

What does this mean? 
They admit there were some 
problems. Yet they also declare 
that the election followed the 
democratic process. Student 
Council has decided to form a 
committee to look into the 
problems and prevent any future 
mishaps. But what about the 
academic year of 1996-97? What 
if the committee discovers that 
there were enough problems in 
the election process to declare the 
election invalid? Nothing 
productive could happen, for as 
it stands now the committee 
won't be able to have anything 
reported to the council until 
during the summer sessions. 

Now, I am not saying 
there is anything wrong with the 
election process for this spring's 
general elections. In fact, there is 
a good chance that there isn' t. All 
I am saying is that student 
government has not provided 
students with any concrete 
information about the election for 
either side. 

The Ombudsperson has 
received almost fifty complaints 
about Andrew Clattenburg's 
disqualification. This has been 
presented to council and then 
passed off to another committee. 
Passing the problem to others will 
not !tOlve them. 

In short, the election process 
was problematic not because of 
any possible mistakes made by 
candidates, the election 
committee members or the chief 
returning officer; the problems 
were caused because the issues 
aren't out there for people to 
make decisions. I'm a member 
of the Student Council and the 
student press and I have only 
heard rumors about the election 
and its problems. I can't even 
imagine how you are feeling, 
How can you make any personal 
decisions without the facts and 
even then, Who is Really 
Listening? 

What is your opinion really worth? 
by Todd A.Brayman 

At some time between the 
final ballot of one year's Student 
Union elections and the time our 
chosen leaders take office, some­
thing sinister happens. Somehow 
over the summer, many would 
have us believe, those campaign 
smiles and handshakes disappear 
and people with devious intent 
return to the Mount. I must point 
out that as of this week, Sheri and 
Chuck (and others) are still smil­
ing and still shaking my hand. So 
when will this hideous transfor­
mation take place? When will 
our newly elected officers 
change? When will they become 
those monsters up in Rosaria that 
so many in the SAC talk of? 

Somehow I think that this 
far-fetched. Somehow I think the 
reason their presence becomes 
scarce in Seton is because they 
are trying to do what we elected 
them to do, represent us the best 

., .... - .. 

way they know how. While I 
have a great deal of respect for 
those that choose to serve our 
community, they are not political 
or business wizards. Do we have 
a Bill Gates in our midst? I don' t 
know. 

What I think changes is not 
the people but how we as students 
perceive them once they take of­
fice . Ask yourself a question, do 
we usually lump our new Student 
Union into past reputati:ons and 
do they really have a chance of 
gaining our support? Given what 
I have witnessed this past year, I 
think not. 

In keeping with my message 
to drop our personal bias and to 
start working TOGETHER, I 
challenge all students of the 
Mount. Instead of coming back 
in September and being content 
in slamming the Student Union 
withou t even steping in to 
Rosaria, do something different. 

Walk up the hill and fi nd out 

who our Student Union officers 
are (their doors are almost always 

open!) 
Instead of complaining 

about what you think they're do­
ing wrong, find out what they 're 
supposed to do. 

When you can honestly say 
that you know what Student Un­
ion does, then express your opin­
ion. If you fi nd they are not do­
ing their job, then do something 
to change it. {Not just babble 
down in the link!) 

If you find they are doing 
their best, then show them your 
support and tell someone. I real­
ize it's much harder to compli­
ment than criticize but be honest 
with yourself and the people you 
talk to. 

I'll finish with a simple ques­
tion: are your words reinforced 
by your actions or do they repre­
sent a loud, empty voice? 

Judge yourself. 

STUDENT 
PACK!* 

• NO INSTALL CHARGE 
• FREE ISTAR T-SHIRT 
• 90 HRS/MONTH 

For less than S 1 a day. 

Don't delay, call us today 

1 ·800·848·6786 

If you're already online, 
email sales@istor.ca 
or visit www.istar.co 
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neon celeration: 

The resulting movement of graduating students to a 

Chrysler dealership after reading they can receive an 

extra $750 rebate on a hot looking 2-door with a gutsy 

Graduate 
rebate of 
$ 

in addition to all 
current rebates.t 132 horsepower engine. 

1996 Neon Ex Available Features Include: 
• 2 .0L 16V 132 hp SOHC engine 

• Dual air bags 

•Automatic transmis s ion 

• Side door impact beams 

• AM/FM stereo cassette with 6 speakers 

• Air conditioning 

• Rear spoiler 

• 14 " deluxe wheel covers 

• Dual outside remote mirrors 

• Fuel economy -5.8L/100 km hwy· 

-8.4L/100 km city• 

Our $750 Graduate rebate applies to all 
1996 Chrysler an~ Jeep/Eagle vehicles: 

Ell 
jaadge j 

•a 
lettRYSLER j 

~GRADUATES! 
Gel mi aM!looal $750 C.sh Rtbalt - over 11111 ..... • olher • Konl 
offtrs - wlMo yoo P"diast llie 1996 O.ysl« vtlido of yow dooke.t 

~CHRYSLER. 
W CANADA C(se9. 
Officia l Sponso r of 1hc Canadian Olympic Team 

SEE YO UR ATLANTIC CHRYSLER DEALERS. 
O CHRYSLER *Based on Transport Canada approved Jest methods, wilh o 5-speed manual transmission. Your actual fuel consumption moy vary. t Limiled time offer. Some restrictions o~ply. Offer applies Jo retail purchases for per· 

JM STAR SlllVICI sonol use only on select models excluding Dodge Viper. This offer con be combined with any other publ ic~ advertised offer currenrly available from Chrysler Conodo Ltd. Offer applies to 1996, 1995, and 1994 ***** University or College graduates. See dealer for details. @Official Mork of the Conodion O~mpic Association. 

Ell 
IJ'¥noutfil .,, 
lcHRYSLt:Rj 
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Editorial 

So long and thanks for the memories 

Well, this is it. The last issue of The Picaro. Soon I 
will be going home (yikes, to live my with parents!) 
Right now I am too overloaded with school work to think 
about what comes after this. 

When I look back at my years at the Mount, work­
ing on the Pie is definitely going to stand out in my mind. 
I may be a bit biased, but I highly reccommend it to 
everyone. The group of people I got to work with really 
made my Mount university experience an unique one. 
And there's nothing like spending the whole weekend 
working on the newspaper (we all get an honourium, but I 
think it works out to about $1 an hour) . 

A learning experience, yep, it was definitely that. 
It's a great way to get to know yourself and others a little 
bit better, the good, bad and ugly. Keep on writing those 
letters to us, even if it's to tell us we suck. It's hard to 
read the stuff like that (especially when they keep on 
using my first name throughout it) but it's invaluable to 
receive. 

As we noted on the front cover, The Picaro this 
year wouldn't have possible without the contributors. 
Some of them submitted articles to more than three issues. 
I'd like to thank them here: Marco Tejada, Leanne 
Mosher, David Pound, Angela Jarvis, Carrie Warner, Jason 
Wingo, Jennifer Amend, Peggy MacKinnon, Tawnya 
Zwicker, Nancy Dorey ... 

At the risk of this sounding like an Academy Award 
speech, I gotta thank the editorial staff too. Drop by some 
time this year or next. They are a very funny bunch of 
people (and some of them look surprising good in a skirt, 
hmmm ... ) 

If someone told me last year at this time I'd be 
feeling nostaglia about leaving this place, nope I wouldn't 
believe them. But, wow, it's true. Well, maybe I'm 

feeling the going -home- to-live -with -my- parents thing. 
I'm a now a big believer of getting involved at university. 
It will make your time here that much sweeter ... 

Tuning out... 

Andrea Bannister 

Congrats to the new 1996-7 
staff of the Pie 

Coordinating Editor ... Brian Kerrigan 
Managing Editor ... James Tilley 
News Editor ... Peter Clarke 
Layout Editor ... Shelley Manderville 
Features Editor ... Ceri Young 
Arts and Entertainment Editor ... Carrie Warner 
Sports Editor ... Sarah Giffen 
Classieds Editor ... Andrew Clattenburg 
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The Constitution 
of Student Union 

The Constitution that 
Student Union follows! 

GET INVOLVED!! 

As evident from the last 
Picaro opinion section, school 
spirit is virtually existent here at 
the Mount. This is reflected in 
the small turnout of only a little 
over 400 students voting in the 
recent student union elections 
(about 10% of the school's popu­
lation). Also, at the Mount, there 
are few eventS happening and the 
ones that do occur, no one at­
tends. I know this first hand as I 
have shown up to many intramu­
ral sports and have been the only 
one there. It was written in the 
last Picaro that the Public Rela­
tions students chose not to ac­
knowledge the Mount on their 
sweatshirts. 

Also reflective of this, are 
the recent and past troubles with 
student union regarding the elec­
tions and the controversy with the 
Picaro and MANUS. The leav­
ing of our university President, 
afraid for her job as talks heat up 
of amalgamation between metro 
universities. Instead of fighting 
for the identity of the university 
she once loved, she runs away to 
another university for a more se­
cure job and salary. 

This mirrors the image of the 
spirit of the student body. Eve­
ryone is fighting for their own 
individual interests, and in the 
mean time, disregarding the best 
interests of others and of the col­
lective whole. 

There needs to be massive 
changes, one being that the 
present Student Union (most of 
who have been here forever) be­
ing completely swept out for new 
blood; redistributing the jobs {$) 
and the power. The university is 
stale and is trying to overcome 
this by taking on the identity of 
Dalhousie or St. Mary's. We are 
not these universities nor should 

we become like them. The 
Mount is a unique university with 
special goals. I believe that the 
Mount should maintain these 
goals. If you do not find the 
Mount suits your beliefs or your 
style, you do not have to go to 
the Mount. There are many other 
universities you can attend. As I 
have stated earlier, there do need 
to be great changes here at the 
Mount but we do not need to as­
similate the Mount into another 
university. We need to respect 
differences, not try to change 
them; but there are plenty of other 
changes that can occur. 
If there are things that need to be 
changed, get involved and 
change them. Do not just sit there 
and let an elite few make deci­
sions for you. GET IN­
VOLVED!! This is what builds 
school spirit, otherwise you are 
just talking and talking does not 
complete anything! Since this 
year is almost over, your time, if 
you are still here, is next year. So 
make that year the best in your 
university career!! 
As I believe this is the last Picaro 
paper for the year, any comments 
can be directed to my e-mail ac-
e o u n t 

MT203342@linden.msvu.ca 

Gina Dunn 

Academic Awards too 

The Mount Saint Vincent 
Awards Ceremony, on Tuesday 
March 26, was a lively event, with 
students receiving honours for ac­
complishments, both academic 
and extra-curricular. It came ac­
companied, I might add, by a 
good meal including dessert. In 
the back~ound, there was a big 
screen with ·rock videos and mu­
sic. 

I am writing this letter to sug­
gest that ~s spectacle portrayed, 
whether mtentionally or other­
~ise, a decided anti-intellectual 
bias. Throughout the evening, we 
were treated to constant refer­
ences from Mark Scholz, co-host 
of the event and Mount alumnus 

' 

to jokes (funny, admittedly) about 
his own bad academic perfonn­
an ce during his years at the 
Mount. He provi ded, with a 
pleasant manner, living f>roofthat 
bad marks make no diffeFence, 
because one can still end up on 
television. 

In a similar vein, the keynote 
speech from Scotia Bank's Aisha 
T. Umar congratulated students 
on their success, which, accord­
ing to her, was due to their know­
ing the importance of "extracur­
ricular activities". She seemed 
unaware that many of the stu­
dents receiving pri zes received 
them for academic performance. 
Her whole speech was an argu­
ment for her idea that "success'', 
by which I presume she means 
financial success, depends on 
things non-academic , such as 
team-work and charisma. For her, 
and, one would think, for the or­
ganizers of the Awards Night, 
charm is far more important in 
life than knowledge. 

I want to say that I would not 
minimize the value of extra-cur­
ricular activities, of well rounded 
personalities. I do not even wish 
to contradict Mrs. Umar by say­
ing that knowledge is always 
more important than charm. This 
is not a critic ism of Mr. Scholz 
nor of Mrs Umar. Simply, Mount 
Saint Vincent is a university (I 
thought it was !) and our goal 
should be to encourage learning 
of all sorts. Learning makes for a 
better life. More informed peo­
ple make for a better world. Edu­
cated people with real skills, I 
believe, do even have a better 
chance of succeeding financially. 

Awards Night ought to de­
vote a greater part of the show to 
the value of learning, to the ad­
vantages of intellectual growth, 
if for no other reason, to properly 
honour the students who come to 
receive pri zes for academic 
achievements . So, get with it: 
some people actl}aliy care about 
their studies ! 

Larry Steele, Modem Languages 
Dept 


