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evils of 'edueation 1 

We live in a time of such social awareness that even 
the graffltti scribbed on washroom walls has taken on 
moral and political significance . One such popular 
scrawl reminds us. that Frederick Nietszche was 
pro~bly the first to coih the "God is dead" phrase . It 
reads "God is Dead - Fred" and below 11 are en
blazened the 'NOrds "Fred is Dead ! - God." 

A group of students at tt:ie University of Alberta were 
recently addressed by a speaker who entitled his talk . 
"The University is dead - God ." 
Some of us would be prepared to argue that in terms of 

matters that really count the university , if it isn 't dead. is 
at least under the serious and critical scrutiny of experts 
1n the intensive care unit and the present prognosis in 
none too favorable . For . whatever else we may wish to 
say about the youth culture (or however we define the 
long term significance of a counter-culture or cultural 
revolution) a profound questioning and dissatisfaction is 
in fact being expressed and changes demanded within 
the university environment. Perhaps Peter Berger's 
simple explanation helps us to understand. The 
dominant spirit of childhood: - the happy childf\ood 
that most middle class children share 1s confront ing the 
second most dominant spirit, in techonological 
societies : - the spirit of bureaucratization common to 
all institutions . The carefree, protected and highly 
personal life of childhood confronts the highly regulated 
and impersonal life of bureaucracy first of all in 
educational instiMions. 

Social institutions like the church of the family, or 
political institutiOns like political parties may once have 
been the most logical object of youthful attack but their 
significance in defini~ social reality seems very much 
to be replaced by the universities . Hence, the attack 
zeroes in on the more recently uncovered enemy. 

Berger's notion of these two dominant spirits leaves 
much unuptained: - . for example, why should this 
present genefation act so determinedly when some of us 
sat so passively in lecture halls only a decade ago? 
Neverthetess the above comments do open at least. the 
question as to how the university defines social. reality 

and what myths are operative as the umvers1ty engages 
in this vital task . The problem. as we understand 1t . is 
not so much that the university has the power lo define 
social reality for us but , rather. that it does so on the 
basis o f very particular , if not narrow. assumptt0ns 
rooted in its present faculty and administration and their 
own pro fessional training , most of whom tial to 
recognize the particularities of their own myth-making 
We see three evil tendencies in university education 1n 

Canada . Universities seem to us to be increasingly 
a nt1p e rso n a ~ . po li t ically reactionary and morally 
bankrupt. We describe theSf'! evils as tendencies 
because we do not believe all universites harbour them 
to the same extent although all halls of learning are 
sub1ected to the torses which foster their unwelcome 
gro~h . , These forces include . we're convinced , tightly 
rationalized academic traditions. the social sta~us of the 
university - trained , the effect ol large buildings and 
the maintenance of them, the •r size of most modern 
campuses and their concommittant administrative 
needs, and the increased importance and power ot 
universities in social and politicaJ llfe . Emanations 
arising from the above sources inevitably· push the 
university 1n the undesirable directions which we now 
wish to describe more fully . 

ANTl·PERSONAL 
Fir:;t we said the university tends to be anti-personal 

We deliberately chose to say "anti-oersonar:·rather than 

. bv P~_ofessor . Larry Fisk_ submitted to the Royal Commission on Education 
"impersonal" because of first expression intimates that 
university Hfe is consciously against people rather than 
quietly indifferent. Let us explain . 

It is obvious now to most of us that the university is 
increasingly anti-personal when we consider the 
bureaucratization of the institution . Scores of in
troductory classes across the country have enrollmants 
of 800 to 1 .000 where the only advantage for the stuoent 
is that his or her anonymity ensures an uninterrupted 50 
minute nap: Or ~e might consider computerized 
registration which makes number 100667 more 
significant than my signature ; or library regutations 
designed to keep books on the she11 • a library check-out 
sel'Vlce which dispenses more leelmgs of cr1mina 111y 
than 11 catches stolen ooo Ks . the profusion of !acuity 
lounges which protect pro fessors from _unw11ting1y 
revea ling their humaro1ty to studehts over cotfee . 
whatever the regulation . whatever the practice. the 
size. maintenance and development ol the total ohys1ca1 
plant in effect says (ir the words of lhe bewildered 
freshmen) : - · screw the 1nd1vidual student ' " 
One ot our number remembers one summer working at 

)ueen ·s University wh·t re most persons cmpl0yed by 
that august instilution were flat broke at the end of the 
spring term . Most students usually are Not only was the 
university in no position to ant1c1pate the needs of its 
own student employees by 1ssu1ng an advance or at 
least an ea~ly paycheque but a computer pavroll system 
ensured.that no one would be paid until summer's end . 
This person remembers asking the computE: . (or one of 
its executive assistants) 11 he could pick up his 

. pay cheque on the last day as he was moving out of 
town . The answer received was that the comp..iter was 
programmed to print the chequ·es . leed them to en
velopes and mail them to each employee at his or her 
summer address. It was a cardinal rule that there would 
be no interfotrence in this programmed proces.s. 
He would have to move to Toronto on the some 
threadbare shoestring that he had worn all summer and 
wait for the post office to forward his desperately 
needed 1 unds . 

There is a second and much more serious level of 
"inhumatiity' in the universities and that is in t'1e way the 
academic pursuits engaged 1n emphasize behaviour 
rather than experience . In the humanities and social 
sciences the observable behaviour of people is studied 
to the exclusion the introspective view of the one who is 
experiencing the behavior But exr>erience is every bin 
as real as the behavior that we ovserve that reflects it. 

R. D. latng. the provactative British psychiatrist has 
shown us that experience is but one side of reality and 
behavior another . There is no inner and outer in human 
experience save what we give those names. In order to 
understand persons we need to appreciate the total 
reality about them. We need to take seriously the ex
penenc:e which gives rise to behavior . As A. D. Laing 
says . "Our behavior is a function of our experience . We 
act acC?rding to the way we see things . If our ex
penence is destroyed our behavior will be destructive . If 
?Ur experience is destroyed, we have lost our own 
selves ... 

I submit that 1t 1s 1ust tn1s over-emphasis on outwaro 
actions on behavior and deemphasis of experience 
which loste•s the·laok of apprec1ah.on on the part of the 
student for his or her own experience . In other words, a 
university education teaches students to " learn auout 
the world rather . than to learn from. the world " as Ivan 
Illich puts 1t lectures. reading lists. term papers and 
examinations ·all pressure the student to see social 
realities ~s something to be teamed about . observed 

which woulo assist stuoen1s 1n apprec1at1ng their en· 
v1rc ' :men t snaring and e)(tend1ng their talents . ac · 
ceo :1ng ano cr1t1cally we1gh1ng their own experience 
1mo ov1ng thelf act111t1es uy practice and develo,:llng 

~ !he ir own wisdom and morality . Is it any wonder 
un1vers1ty leachers complain that students are 1nex· 
per1enced and non-reflective? Students are so becuuse 
their training circumvents such gelf-reflectt0n 

To use an example from the field of political studies 
we leach students about political instituations ano 
political events but wt: do not attempt to practice 
political actt0n or responsible citizenship and critically 
evaluate our own performance .• 

ISc;ctENTIAC REALISM AHTI·PEASONAL? 

There is a further difficulty in this over-empha$iS or 
observable behavior . Academics caH this approach o t 

understanding the world around us scientific real ism 11 

is a realism which critically analyzes a~ scientifically or 
systematically re-<>rders reality . What many of the 
young, or those who think young, hunger for is a new 
'theory of human intelligence. a new conception of 
human knowing, and a new definition of reason . The 
young Catholic theologian. Michael Novak writes that 
the university faculty (and. not the administration) is t he 
real enemy of the student in this struggle for a new 
understanding . He says that ·ihe faculty is the guardian 
of the prE:vailing myth by which reality is to be per
ceived ; the prevaiiing definition of reason, method, 
argumentation and even perception . What the facu lty 
says is important exists ; what the faculty ignores does 
not exist. Realism is what one learns in college . " To 
paraphase Novak: - where all experience. and 
especially that of the student. is denegrated social 
reality is what the professor leads ,students to read and 
observe and by the me~hodology which he advocat~s. 
Critics of this realism are joined by young students in 
calling for a replacement of · anal~ical reason by 
consciousness which maintams, again as does Michael 

Novak, that , "myth and symbol, feeling and fantasy. 
experience and imagination, sensitivity ahd senSlbility 
are given an explicit role in the expression of ethical and 
political perception and action ." As advOcates of 
realism ~e, t~e faculty have for too long been calling 
such d1menst0ns of human understanding mere 
romanticism. irrationality or self-Indulgence . 

continued on page 5 
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E[JIIIJ~ ~ ~ IJ fl rlE 
COMMENT ON CAFETERIA 

Dear Editor: 
I would like to conunent on your front 

page article, September 30 edition, 
about the cafeteria system. I know many 
students hold the same opinions that I 
do and I feel they are justified. 

I would like to quote one of the . 
lines from the article that r cannot 
agree with. "It is a proven fact that 
the slowest part of the line is the 
meat, vegetable and potato section." I 
.would like to know how this fact was 
proven as I usually have my main course 
plate on my tray and am waiting for 
anywhere between 5 and 13 people to go 
through the cash register. 

Of course, I realize this isn't the 
only problem, there are many others 
that the article states which are true. 
I cannot see how the article could make 
such a statement. If the cash register 
was not there to go through, I feel the 
line would go faster. 

Another part of the article which I 
would like clarified is the concept of 
"stealing". I do not think that- going 
through the cash register ~akes the 
difference between what is or what is 
not "stealing". Most ·people's and the 
dictionary's definition of st~aling 
is taking what ' you have no right to, 
what does not belong to you or what 
you do not intend to pay for. In this 
~case, we pay for the food even before · 
we know what we are going to receive 
as food in return. It has happened 
many times when you do go back for 
something and you go through the cash 

register, that what you take isn't fed 
into the machine. So fight i ng your 
way through the line· to get a patty of 
butter rung in at the cash register 
is a -·:waste of time . Also the time it 
takes for buttons to be pushed for 
often small thing makes the line that 
much slower, these so called fractions 
~f a second soon add up. 

I wonder if one solution, that may 
help the line be smaller, , has been 
consi.dered. Why not let us use our 
meal cards at the day hop for a set 
amount? This would relieve some of the 
grumbling from students who only have 
an hour to wait in line, eat, get 
their books and run down the to class. 

Ruthie Reeves 
Evaristus Hall 

IDENTITY CR ISIS 

Dear Editor: 
Have you noticed that there has 

been a lot of apathy floating around 
the Mount lately? Do you also notice 
a lack of school spirit? If you have 
then what does this mean or more im-
portantly why is there such indif
ference towards the university? Would 
a strong ping pong team help? Would 
a mixed ping pong team help? Well why 
not a football, basketball or hockey 
tea'm that MSVU students could cheer 
for. If you think this may be a good 
idea, then your problem is the lack of 
male gender on campus. Well I think 
I may have just the solution. I pro
pose a union of Dalhousie and MSVU. 

~IJIJ J-flflllJ~ll~IHll 
DO YOU WANT· A NEW~PAPER????? 

I don't think anyone on this 
campus giv es a damn whether we a re 
laughed at, ridiculed or made to 
look like the laughing stock of the 
Mariti mes. I have been giving 
this much thought, and a f ter end~ 
less upon endless s treams of frus
tration I am going t o lay it out; 
on the line. I am only human, and 
so are the very small core of res
ponsible people who like to see 
the Mount publish the Picaro. I 
have as many courses, as many 
papers, as many problems and as 
many desires to go out and have a 
good weekend as the lazy people 
who reap the benefits of the new
parer. I am tired of being crit
icized, tired of answering stupid 
questions by you, the people of 
this university who know nothing 
and have done nothing but bitch. 
If you want this paper to survive~ 
you are going to have to work for 

it. My colleagues and I cannot 
continue to stay up and work unti ll 
4 or 5: 00 in the morning . I , 
trul y en j oy working t owards an 
idea l such a s the Pi ca r o , but I 
cannot pour every l ast ounce of 
physical and mental powe r i nt o 
thi s paper. I canno t a f ford to 
give up a year of my education 
(and life) t o publi s h fo r peop l e 
who don't care. I cannot write 
12 article s every time we publ i sh . 
It is your paper as well as mine, 
so submit!!! Who wants to read 
the same old thing every week 
written by the same old person. 
IT'S, NOT MY PAPER ALONE, IT' S 
YOURS TOO!! ! ~! So move be f ore it' ~ 
too la'te. Who'll be the first to 
comp lain if we fold? ???? The re's 
not much time left . Come and con
tribute, you've got everything t o 
lose. 

Not only in name but in actua l phy
sica Luili on ! You sa y no t his is im
possi ble, but I say think about it for 
a moment or two . The solution is 
s imp l y this; we slide the whol e campus 
into the Bedford Bas in . Now don't 
stop and say I ' m cr a zy, r e ad on. We 
have calculated that it will f l oat . 
Now all we have to do is ge t a tug 
boat to pull the campus out of the 
Basin into the harbour and up the 
North West Arm, where we wi l l pe rm
enantly moor it at the bot t om o f South 
Street. Our close scrutiny of the 
problem tells us that t hi s can be done 
with no great difficulty. Yes t he 
campus will fit under the bridges . 
Well there you have it -Mount Saint 
Vincent University a short five or 
six minute walk from Dalhousie campus 
with .literally thousands of men ready 
and willing to fulfill all your needs 
and desires. And if you're worried 
about seperate identities, think about 
this, you will be part of t he only 
floating university in the world !!! ~ 

We hope the students and staff of Dal 
housie and Mount Saint Vi ncent Univ
ersity will give serious consider ation 
to this proposal . 

s i gned, 
Lonely and Fr ustrated 
Dalhousie U. 

YOU'RE WELCOME ! (AND NEEDED) 
EVERY THURSDAY AT ONE O'CLOCK 

FELLOWSHI P 
AND 

SCRI PTURE 
A BUNCH OF FRIENDS SHARI NG CHRIST 'S 

LOVE 
ROOM 504 S. A. C. 
BRING YOUR LUNCH 

Final Year 
eStudents 

Today, t he Chartered Accountan t p lays one 
of the most excit ing ro les in bus iness management, 

tackling com pl ex and fascinat ing problems. 
For t he pro fessio nally-t ra ined, 

t he scope i s l imi t less. 

Discuss caree r oppo rtun ities w it h Clarkson, Gordon 
representatives, o n cam pus 

Nov. 7 
Appointments should be m ade through t he 

Student Pl acement Off ice. 

C larkson, Gordon & CO. 
CHA RTE RE D ACCOU N TANTS e St. John 's • Halifax • Sain t John • Quebec 

Mon trea l • Ot tawa • Toron to • Hami lton • Kitchener 
London • Windsor • Thunder Bay • Winnipeg 

Reg ina • Calgary • Edmon ron • Vancouver • Viclori a 
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ARE WE NE~T?? , 

OTTAWA (CUP) --- - Over half of the 
student ne wspapers i n Canada have 
cease d publication t his year, according 
to Canadian Un i ve r sity Press Bureau 
Chief Len Ta ylor. 

Taylor say s the organizati on he 
work s for ha s "a good fi x" on how 
many student ne wspaper s are publ i shi ng 
"because e ve ryone has to send i n t hree 
copie s o f e ve ry i s s ue to the national , 
office in Ottawa". 

Taylo r made his announcement Thur s
day after t he morning mail de l ivery 
arrived wi th no p aper s . 

"Be f ore that I thought peopl e were 
just being slack about sending to 
CUPOTT , but now I ' m alarmed", he 
weep e d . 

He said it was "sad" t ha t such 
papers as The McGill Dai l y, the Varsity , 
t he Queen ' s J ournal , the Peak and the 
Eyeopener "with their l ong publishing 
histories ". have suddenl y "gone unde r" 
thi s year . 

And that may just be "t he tip of 
the ice berg", he added . 

Ta ylor fears that a t least t wenty 
o f the smaller papers in t he CUP 

circuit have a l ready gone out o f opera
tion . . "We just haven ' f heard from 
them .. . it may b€ too earl y t o tell, 
but the s i gn s are a l l the re." 

Look i ng to t he future with renewed 
opt imism, Ta ylor said he and his as
sociates at the National Office are 
p lanni ng to sell all the moveable 
1assets 1 to purchase Gatineau Hills 
r etreat north o f Ottawa. 

.. 

£\.am •••• a•air•ttJ 
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TUESDAYS 8 

November 4 OFFICE HOURS 
18 MWF 2: 00~4: 30 

De c ember 2 T&TR ] :00-3:30 
January 13 Peggy Yates 

27 Rm . 4] 2 
February 1 0 Assisi Hall . 
March 9 443- 9909 

2 3 Picaro Phone 
April 6 443 - 523 7 

WE CANNOT PUB LI SH I F,... THERE ARE NO 
ARTICLES. PLEASE HAVE YOUR CON
TRIBUTION(S ) SUBMITTED BY THE THURSDAY 
BEFORE AT THE LATEST!!!!! 

Tiii\\ 
T.HURSDAY 
OCTOBER 2.3 
7gBfl P.M.· 
~.c.ato a. 
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Margarita 

loves. 
Arandas. 

Margarita 
1Y2 oz. Arandas Tequila 
1 oz.Triple Sec 
Juice of 112 lime or lemon 

M ix in a blender or shaker wi th 
crushed ice and strain into a chilled 
glass that has had the rim moistened 
wi th fru it rind and dipped in salt. 

Arandas 
Tequila. 

The Mixable Mexicano. 

I Save this recipe and watch for others. I . . - .. . 
I 

I 

I 

·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .m:!; - -· 
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i c.an. ' t e.Xp!te!.> '-> .the. tr:e.M 0 Y1.l.i 

bU-t u ke. .the. c.ha.n.gin.9 06 .the. 
1.i e.a.1.iOYl.l.i 

i 'v e. c.ha.n.ge.d 6oJt .the. be;t:t.e.Jt 
wa..te.Jt now 6 e.el..6 we;t:t.e.Jt 
i mw.i { 1.iin.g my -6 o n.g o 6 p!La,l.o e. 
6Jtom w{;th,i_n. my wail...o 06 c.e.Yl/Ur.e.d 

maze. 
we. c.an. n.ow ~e.a.Jtn. to love. .the. 

6Jte.e. 
n.ow .tha..t my mind'.6 bac.k w,i_.th 

me. 
1.ile.e..t and 1.in.ow invaded jul..y 
to you~9 6oJt love., too old to 

c.Jty 
bne.af<. loo1.ie. .the. c.huYl.l.i tha;t 
bind youJr.. bung 
.6 hake. o 6 6 the. da.Jtk.nu.6 hA.nde..tUn9 

1.i e.ung 
!Le.move. the. ·lump 6Jr.om w-0tfun 
Cf o uJr.. th!to a..t 
c!M1.iof..ve the. haMh woJr.d/., ·on the. 

c.oa..t 
06 impo.6te.M. 

Ale.xzie. 

*** 

. .ai. the p-ica.ro 
/~· • o• nt sal • t Ti ace1t unlversit7 
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-
Contributors: Larry Bates and- a fri end (Dalhousie Unive r s i ty) 

Larry Shaffer, Peggy Anne Yates , Brenda Harrop 
o.ur advertisers and those who submitted . 

-<.. e.Yl.te.Jte.d yoU/l.. li6e. 6Jtom love. 
i e.Yl.te.Jte.d youJr.. a.Jtm.6 w,[.th no 
quutioYl.l.i cuk.e.d 
you e.nte.Jte.d my uf; e. the. .6ame. 
,{_ Will ac.t CL6 .6 he.Ue.Jt n Oft y 0 uJt 

.6hadow 
and e.ve.ntually buJ,td a how.ie. 
upon the. 6oundation. 
and do my bu:t .to k.e.e.p d c.le.a.11. 
but in you .6te.p on youJ1. .6ho..dow 
OJt -!:de.al my bJtoom 
.the. hott).) e. will C.oU.ap.6 e. a.vi.ct 
.the. 6oundation c!Min.te.gJta..te.. 

1- oJt a man to be. c.omp.f.e..te.ly a;t Jr.e1.>t 
wdh hA.n19 ~6 
he. mw.it 0iMt obey :the. 1.iound 
0 6 . .the. he.a.Jt.t 
wheJte. -0t .f.e.ad.6, maYl. mU.6.t {i oUow 
on.e. c.annot be. .to.tally cu e.cue. 
i6 one.'1.i .6.tanda.Jtd.6 a.Jt e. not 
ac.c.e.p.te.d by .tho1.ie. a.Jtound him 
unhappy e.V1.violi.nme.11,t ..i./.i a.6 

damaging .to the. man a.6 to hAA 
'-> uJt/LO undhig '-> 
not all agJte.e. w,{,;th c.o n601Lm,[.ty, 
not all c.an. uve. wdh.<.n. -<.nvi.6ible 
bouV1.da.Jtiu 
d .<..6 up to .the. man whe..the.Jt .to 
.f.,{_ve_ in. hypoc.!U.6y {Jolt c.0 V1.vie.n.c.e. 
1.iak.e. oJt to have. enough c.ouJr..age. 
an.d .6e.Yl.l.ie. 06 adve.n.:twr..e to move. 
to a Yl.e.W land wdh a b!tig h:te.Jt 
.6UY1. 

he. mw.it n.e.xt join. w,dh hi'-> 
.6 oul.. and an..6we.Jt :to the .o-e.a, :the. 
w.<.n.d, the. .6 R.y aV1.d .tl1e. bi!td.6 
thu e a.f.mo1.i:t pe.JtmanaYl.t bu:t 
c.h.an.g e.ab~e. tn.<_11g.6 a.Jte. the. .tJtue. 
hol.i.t.6 06 6ne.e.dom 

- the. .6 e.a c.han.g u w~th tiae.1.i , the. 
.6 k.y wdh ill mood.6, :the. wind 
w,[.th ill fue.c.tio Y1.l.i and :the. bi!td.6 
w,[.th .the.i!t c.ho.6e.n. 6~gh.t.6. 
ill di 6 6 eJt . bu,t a.Jte. ai.wa.y.6 the.Jte. 
when. you /.).t.ft~tc.h youJt a./Lm/.) :to 
ne.a.c.h .them 
:the.y Jte.maiYl. to :touc.h :the. 1.ioul.. 
a.M to :te.a.c.h o fi 6Jte.e.dom wdh 
.the.i!t un.<.que. w..i..J.idom 
with :the. win.d a;t ill ba.c.fz., :the. 
datj btr._e.ak.l.i avrd n old!.> 

_~ ill on.ly c.ompen..6a..tioYl. 60Jt c.f..01.iin.g 
.<..6 :the. le..6.60Yl.'-> t..e.6t be.h,i_n.d; on.el.> 
06 be.c.oming olde.Jt b<Lt 1.itiU n.ew 
e.n.ough :to be.hold .the. 1.iple.ndo11. 
O tl man''-> g e.n.e/1..a.tio V1.'-> 

:the!.> e. pa.61.>in.gl.i O 6 e.Jl.M a.tr.e. 6ille.d 
wdh the. j a t:f-!i .that .the. blue.bilr.d 
b!Un.gl.i , .the. ,{]Ylpll.U.6io V1.'-> .tha;t .the. 
:tlde.1.i l e.ave a.n.d .the. un.tama.ble. 
Wix.d e/U'l.e'-> '-> 
6,(_n.a.lly, he. mU.6-t .luJte. ai.i.. .the..6 e. 
n.a..tU/l..al m.{11.a.c.lu iYl.to a. 6,leJLy 
ball c.a.Lf'..e.d :the. 1.iun 
then. an.d on.ly ~he.n w~ ma.n 
1.iVig with c..n open. he.~, an.d 
open. mind bU-t mo1.it£y w,{;th a.n 
o pe.n. .6 e.Yl.l.i e. o 6 611.e.e.dom. 

A.te.xzie. 



THE EVILS OF UNI VERSITY EDUCATION • .. (continued f rom page one) 

POUTICAU Y REACTIONARY 

Our private scholastic endeavors have as well as 
poli t1cal s1gn1hcance which we seldom .. ii ever , 
recognize In the first place what we find when we 
engage 1n research (our results ) may have profound 
µo1; t1cal implications , depending of course on our 
degree of willingness · to publicize our fjndings , for 
example tne discovery or measurement ot an 
inadequate or poorl y administered social service. 
Secondly, the kinds of questions we research will vary in 
poli tical significance . If we chOO~ study. lets say : "A 
Comparat ive Analysis of ~ he Longevity of Government
tssued Pencil Eraser• as Utilized by a Random Sampling 
of Halifax Dartmouth Grade One Pupils .. , our findings 
are not likely to have too much political importance . 
Another question related to for example the degree of 
successful performance of any social or political in
stitut ion or agency is bound to have more political 
significance. But our private research is politically 
relevant not only in what we find and what we question 
but also 1n how we investigate . Sopie forms of in
vestigation (for example part icipant observation) may 
lead to an involvement and identification with persons 
t;e1ng studied that a distant analysis based on sample 
surveys . for another example might neve r risk. 

The methodology we employ may narrow the field of 
questions that we are able to ask since some could 
never be tackled by certain methods. Again, few 
researchers consider how the timing of' a study may 
have pol i~ical relevance . More students are aware of 
unforeseen consequences o t new discoveries what with 
our new awareness of the envir<:>nmental crisis. But all 
too few researchers consider the political questiOn as to 
who should Q!! the results of completed studies . 

Precious little research is carried on with a view to 
developing a better life for forgotten minorities and 
issuing them witti the results . What we require may be 
counter-research which imaginatively and stubbomfy 
attempt:> to p~pound and 'develop stark new alternatives 
of outworn ways .of doing things . 

Ivan Illich calls for such research, a "research on 
alternatives to the products which now dominate the 
market; to hospitals and the professiOn dedicated to 
keeping the sick alive (the research reqoired for a heart 
trarisplant while thousands die of amoebic dysentry). to 
schools and the packaging process which refuses 
education to those who are not of the right age, who 
have not gone through the curriculum, who have not sat 
in a· classroom a sufficient number of successive hours , 
who will not pay for thetr learning with submission to 
custodial caie, screening and certification or with in
joctrination in the values of the dominant elite ." 

Provocative statements like lllich 's above may remind 
academics that our quiet studies in carpeted offices do 
not cease to be political just becaCJSe we avoid taking 
sides . Our decision not to engage upon a study which 
would be given over to the poor- for use against the 
ex1st1ng economic and polit ical order, far from being 
politically neutral is in fact politically reactionary. We fail 
lo recognize that even our feeble attempts at neutrality 
are rooted in the naive assumption that the political and 
educational climate and institutions within which we 
work are also neutral and harmless, if not powerless . 
American a cademics need only reflect on the fact that 
65 percent of all university research is directly or in
directly sponsored by government agencies to show the 
error er such an assumption . 

Perhaps the larger error we make as academics is to 
assume that our 'politically neutral ' empiricism removes 
us from a particular political position or ommitment . 
What our stance does in fact is to make us full-fledged 
participants in the existing way of doing and seeing 
things . What r-eforms we may propound will all , in the 
final analysis, serve the existing social order . What is 
stifled within us, _says Novak, is the "revol\JtiOnary . 
utopian, visionary impulse ." We come to accept instead 
compromise . patience and acquiescence . We grow in 
capable of attacking problems in such a way as to build 
a significantly better system bec$use we fail to strike 
With imagination and concern at the very roots of the 
traditiOnal pattern and order . Our research produces 
reforms which are tacked on to the present social 
system . Yet ''there is cbmpelling evidence , " says 
Novak, 'lhat realistic social and political reforms do not, 
"'fact, alter power arrangements or weaken key interest 
groups in our society ; political symbols chane. but the 
same elites remain in unchaHenged power. " What we 
are acaually doing is concr9'izing or nypge&etjfrc 

certain social. political, economic or educational 
alternatives and making them harden .into reality or into 
the only· possibilities, while fragile faintly visible 
possibilities become' increasingly buried by the so-called 
tried and true . 

MORAL BANK~ 

The overall style of our teaching and research with its 
unquestioned 1ealism and emphasis on behavior 
conducted as it is with such political naivete is the 

source of the th ird ev il tc ::;e oc.nc on Canadian 
c_ampuses , 1. e. mora1 banKruotcy 

Where students le.aa rn aocut social reaHty w1tnout . an 
equal emphasis on learning from tfl at reality, oro fessors 
have the power lo def ine reality by the reading lists they 
d1stu.bute ,but the assigned topics of tne1r term papers, 
by the approved methodologies they lectu re upon , and 
by tne content of their fi nal examinations. The 
d1scred1t1ng of student experience 1s damaging lo the 
student personally and like a cancerous growth 1r sinks 
into the inner consc1(1usness of students to the point 
where students find it ever more difficu lt to recognize 
what they themselves think and feel . But as well , this 
depracation of experience eats away the basis from 
which students feel concern and responsibility fo r 
others. The real ism of universi ty educat ion tends to 
dest roy the basis upon which wisdom and morality must 
be founded : - that is, personal experience and in
telligent reflection upon it . 

Michael. Polanyi,. that great philosopher of science . 
!alks about the 'tacit Dimension to human knowing : -
"we know more than we can tell." We can 'recogn ize " a 
friend's face yet be unable to describe the separatP. 
features of that face . We recogn ize the ~rts of a frog , a 
machine or whatever because of our prior knowledge of 
the whole to which they belong . 

The experience of the student is analagous to 
Polanti 's tac it dimension of knowing . The student learns 
bener the wider his or her experience and his or her o·wn 
refl ection on it. If the student's own experience is down
graded . or even worse disor iented .and distorted . by 
repeated and highly sophist icated assaults on it by 
faculty and students ' arguments and examples the well 
from which the.. student 's behavior 1s drawn be.;omes an 
empty shatt enc.rusted with self-distrust . Students come 
to overlook and distrust what is · in themselves . They 

have 1ess wi tnm upon wn1ch to st:iape patterns without . 
Inward emptiness and moral bankruptcy is a direct 
result of the style of university education in the past and 
its continued refusal to consider seriously the emptiness 
it has caused in the present . 

In short , university education is built on specific 
stories or myths about what the real world is like and 
how we can come to know it. Our pract ices and-; 
methodologies have made numbers out of persons by 
measuring success by grades . size , volume and 
control ; robbed students of their self-respect by 
discounting their personal experience ; made competing 
cranks out of faculty by rewarding their fiercest com
petitive tendencies ; blinded us from our political 
responsibilities for changing the social order and serving 
the defenceless segments of the human community by 
encouraging secluded research for governments and 
business; made a virtue of passivity , caution and in
decision even in times of the most dire social need; 
bt.reaucratized the wi~m of the ages ; and convinced 
a generation of scholars that their ideals must be 
tailored to fit reality : - that a lack of moral commitment 

NO•J •C so r-· ~~u "' •o· ::>n , ·:""•ar ce sc o.arsn10. ~~ : 

-: - .ing e !h e NOrlO 'or : ~i t> :>e ne· ::or !rtPSe ano ot ~e · 

•ecisons >N': - d' .<t :• l y aao 'TlOra: oank ru,•!cy tc : 'it 

Je~.; npt 1on o· ;ne presen. ev11s 1ntegra: 10 uni..- t:- rs 1 1~· 
education 

CAN WE JUSTIFY OUR CONTINUED ASSOCIA110H 
Wint UNIVERSITIES? 

What we ought seriously to be Questioning is hCI N as 
faculty and students we can in all consciOus continue to 
associate ourselves with a university . 

Ne iust ify our staying on in a teaching position only as 
we struggle 10 re-examine the myths which undergird 
the university and our own undelStanding of them It 
seems to us that the uncloaking of myths is the central 
task of all students be they social or natural scientists , 
pt11losopt1ers or . theologians, and that the uncloaking 
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~~sTnecessanly Begin wfffi ourselves, our own tra1n1ng" 
and the il'lStitutrons with which we are associated . 

Secondly . we bel ieve !,t!!lt as faculty we can justify an 
extended contract with the university if our teaching 
pract ices enable st1:1dents to learn from the world rat her 
than simply about it . Hence , we teach polit ical in
stitutions and we practice c it izenship, we open up the 
universities to those who want to learn ; the desi re to 
learn is their eligibil ity to enroll , not prerequisite 
courses , ability to pay or cert ification . We justify our 
attachment to the university as we detach ourselves and 
take our books , ideas and knowledge to be used by the 
larger community outside . 

We shoufd iustify our research only as it becomes 
counter-research , that research which recogn izes its 
political obligations and struggles to construct radicafl 
alternatives for a new society ; that research .which cain 
be employed by those who most need it and seklom 
have access to it ; tl:Jle poor, the dispossessed , the 
politically defenceless minorities . 

Thirdly, we justify our continued assoc1ati0n with the 
unfversity by struggling to build a new mora,I view o f 
oursel 10s and our aducation . The brlHiant psychoanalyst 
and social critic Ernest Becker has written a most 
careful treatise called Beyond AlienatiOn in which ~ 
ever so thoroughly traces the gradual return of morality 
to the post-scient ific world-view and the content o f 
education . We hope that ·1n what we 've already sai d 
about the university 's moral failures ~u may agree wit h 
us that we neeo to grapple With the moral dimensiOn co l 
life in the university . Certainly we . need· to continue oor 
scientific: and philosophic analyses and comparisons <01 
moral positibns and ethical problems. But , in addition 
we. all vi us. faculty and students alike , need to express 
our questions of conscience , wg need to encourage 
intell igent :ornmitments and COl'.'ISCiouSly engage ooe 
another with our senses 01 social obllgatiOn and per
S>nal convictions . 

It would be comforting to think that the developmen 
' nd living OL't of such convictions may yet lead to some 
mdre humane . polit.cally aware and morally sensitive 
community 01 scholars in the future . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: THE FOLLOWING ARTI CLE WAS 
ORIGINALLY SUBMITTED TO THE NOVA SCOTI A 
ROYAL COMMISSION ON EDUCATION, PUBLI C SElR
VICES AND PROVINCIAL-MUNICIPAL RELATIONS 
BY A GROUP OF FACULTY MEMBERS AT MOUN".l!' ST. 
VINCENT UNIVERSITY AND WAS WRITTEN BY L • 
FISK OF MSVU'S DEPARTMENT OF PCLITICA1L 
S~UDIES, ALTHOUGH SOME STATSTICS MAY ~OT 
APPLY TO ALL CON. UNIVERSITIES, THE A5r~ 
TIDUES CERTAINLY DO . 
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On Wedne sday October 15 a concert 
was held at Sa int Mary's University. 
Those who werent the re missed two great 
pe r formances. They also missed a delay 
of one hour from the time stated on the 
ticket unt i l John Edmunds started off 
t he concert with a very poor perfor
mance . He wa s not deprived of talent 
only his mi nd. Whe n an artist is hired 
to entertain a nd arrives so stoned he 
cannot delive r , applause i s no doubt 
strained and was probably more out of 
decency than app rova l. 

Jonothan Edwards, however , put on an 
exceptional show with many songs r e flec 
-ting his talent . Mr Edwards ' wi fe 
then joined him ; combined t hey proved 
to be an extremly talented pair. 

The Edwards are f.o rmer r esidents of 
New York and have rece ntly moved to a 
farm near Ne w Glasgow. The last but 
certainly not the least o f t he music
ians ; Jesse Winchester, ha s al so moved 
to Canada only recen t ly f rom t he United 
States. He dis~layed 9re at poi se and 
seemed to be the most p ro f essi onal of 
the three acts. Winche ster ~ s tyl e is 
not only reflective but al so more 
musically mature than either of t he 
others seemed. The Edwards' were how
ever both very impressive in their own 
ways. 

Both Wincheste r and Edwards have 
albums available on · t he marke t and if 
their concerts a r e any i nd i cation t he 
records should prove to be e xcel l ent. 

Larry Bates 
Peggy Yates 

New STiMU L~-a superior contraceptive 
designed for a man ... 

@o~ure. 
- Thin ye t s trong. 

in a shape 
des igned for a 

c lose. comfo rtab le 
fi t. 

with a woman in mind 
Stimula® is different. Stimula's delicately textured 
surface offers a difference we think you 'U both 
appreciate. Stimula ... a new and unique · 
experience in sensitivity, and protection. Buy it 
and try it. 

r------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
Fill in thi~ ..:oupon. tape ::! .~<.: below for handling and ma il it 10 u ~. We "ll se nd yo11 a trial 
package ofStimula " together with our informati ve hookkt Pn fam il y planning.· Le t"s 
be pra<.:ti..:al about the ..:ondom ". 

STIMULA N A M E: 

TRIAL A DDR ESS: 

OFFER 

Mai l lo: Searle Pharmaceuticals. Oakville. O nta rio L6H I M.'i 

~:---------------------------~-------------------------------------~ 
Each condom lubricated with a satiny. 
" dry .. lub1icant. Eac h electronicall y tested 
to assure the highest qualit y. Look for them 
on displa} at }Our dr ugstore, or ask \'our 
pharmad st for fu rther information. · 

from 

E#;1!i 
Innovator~ in 
fam ily planning 
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••••&•• 
ONLY~©X OF 

S TUOENTS 

VOTED 

EXECUTlVE 
EXTERNAL 
SCIENCE REP. 
ARTS REP. 

Mathe.w f'e.aJz.c.e. 

Kathy MylceA:yn 

Le.a Pell.e..tieJt 

Vat MuJtphy 

NON RESIVENT Mike. G.tte.e.nwood 

RESIVENT RA..c.k.ola WLtheJt.6 

NEW STUVENTS V,i,ane. W!Ug ht 

NURSING Bite.Iida Mc.Le.ad 

SENIOR CLAS.S Al,i,c.e. Be.a.l6 

The following was printed as the editorial 
in Volume 1, Number 1 of PICARO. The first 
is~ue of PICARO appeared in October of 1965. 

For those of you who have never taken a 
course in Spanish Literature, an explanation 
of the newspaper's name is in order • . 

"Picaro" is the term applied to a hero 
of early Spanish literature. He is a person , 
who roams about the countryside, retaining 
the ideas and philosophies expressed by the 
people he encounters. . From these various 
ideas, he divulges his own philosophy.-

The term is relatively appropriate for a 
newspaper, since the objective_is to give 
an overall picture of the times, the events 
and the people who create and supposedly 
solve the problems that arise. 

By no means do weof the PICARointend to 
solve any problems, but we do inte~d to 
express our views, and those of the university. 
How much roaming about the countryside we do . . . ( . 
is tentative. Howev.er, we hope that through 
the media of this paper, we can give an 
accurate picture of what is going on here, 
and the people and the events that make up 
this university. 

SOUTHE~N 
COMFO~IS·A 

NORTHERN 
- DEL.16HT. 

And Southern Comfort is all you need 
- for everything from Co mfort on th e 
Rocks to an exotic Southern Julep. And 
Southern Comfo rt is sweet satisfa ction 
all hy itself. 

Southern Comfort. 
The Grand Old Drink of the South 
that can't be imitated~ 

~: SOUTHERN ffiMFORT 
.. ... .. .....~: .. ... 

1 
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N y-E R T A I N M E N 

Wed~ Oct. 22 
BEER and CHI .PS 

R,osaria . 

Lounge 
9 : 0 0 <<>> 12 : 0 0 

Note: Will be cancelled if 
r 'strike is not over • 

. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : ::: : :::::: ::::::::::::::::::: : : : ::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::?.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::: ·::! ~ ~-:= 

with · . ff BRSIJIPS 

Fri. Oct. 24 9: 0 0 <<>> 1: 0 0 R 0 SA R I A 
~~~~~~~~-~~UDENTS $2.5 0 CAFETERIA 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::;:;:::;:::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:;::::::::::::::::::::::: : :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :::~:::::::::::::::::: :: : :~: : : :: : : :::::: :: ::::: ::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : : :::::: :=:: :: ::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::;::::::::: :: : ::::::::::::::: ::::: 

Wed. Oct. 29 BEER and C·HI PS 
R1>soril.t l ounge .9:0 0«»12:0 0 

r~ !:!:!:!;:::::;::::;:;:;:;:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~.:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::;::::::::::~: : :::: : ::::::::!:~:::;:::~:;:;:::::~:::::::·;:::::::::::::::~;~;:;:;:;~:: ::~:::::;::::::::::~:~:::: :: ::: ::~:::::::::::::::::: : :: ::~ :: :::: :::::::::::: : :: :::: : : : :::: : : :::::::: :::::::: :::: : :: : :::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Oct. 26 Little Big Man 
Nov. 2 Klansman 
NbV. 9 The Sting 
Nov. )6 My Name Is Nobody 
NOV. 2::: : Front Page 

Dun ston Hoffman 
. Richa rd Burton 

Robert r e d f ord 
Henry Fonda 
Jack Lemmon 

· theater«» 
Seton Aca 

Centre 
A ud. B Spm 
su·n d ays· 

• 
l c 


