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Vote on oral contraceptives planned 

New health pla-n for Mount students 
by Suellen Murray 
and Shelley Murphy 

Less than · two months before 
their term ends, the Mount 's 
Student Council is faced with 
the most contentious issue .this 
year. 

At their Feb. 19 meeting, the 
Council decided to accept a new 
hea lth plan, the Canadian Feder­
a tion of Students (CFS) Health 
Plan. The new plan offe rs sever­
a l be nefi1s to Mount s tud ents, 
including longer coverage, acd­
dent insurance, coverage for 
dental accidents , and a national 
range .of co-operating drug­
stores. The CFS plan, w hich is 
less expensive than the existing 
plan, will take effec.1 in Septem­
be r 1986. 

After the new plan was ac­
cepted, the executive proposed a 
second motion, w hich read: 
"Move to hold are referend1im 

to raise full -time student union_ 
fees from $78 to $97 in conjunc­
tion with the spring elections 
Ma r. 18-19. This increase would 
allow for a more comprehensive 
drug plan w hich would include 
oral contraceptives." 

CFS representative Frank De­
Mont expla ined that the addition 
of ora l contraceptives would 
work out to approximately $1.50 
p er student each month, result ­
ing in a n increase of $ 19/stu­
dent. The Council carried the 
motion w ith a strong majority. 

In an inte rview Monday, 
Council president Shari Wall ex­
plained the Council's intentions. 
"We're trying to offer students a 
choice-whether o r nol they 
would like to pay an ext ra $19 
and be covered for oral contra­
cept ives," she said. " If they de­
cide they do want to do that, 
we' ll opt into that plan. If they 
decide they don't, that 's still 

fin e." Wall stressed that she 
wants people to realize that Stu­
dent Council is no t pushing oral 
contraceptives at the Mount. " If 
they' re __already he re," she said, 
" then we are trying to make it 
economically feasible for the 
s tudents." 

Mount preside nt Dr. Margaret 
Fulton is conce rned about the in­
clusion of oral contracept ives in 
the Student Union's drug plan . 
"My objection to the referen­
dum is that I do not think that 
the student body has been given 
sufficient information about the 
adverse e ffects of oral contra­
cept ives," she said . "And I think 
that all it does is reinforce, in the 
minds of s tudents w ho haven't 
thought through the decision 
carefully, that it is safe, a nd 
everyone is doing it , so why not? 
That, to me, is totally against 
what we are trying to do at this 
university, w hich is · to get our 
young students to question sexu­
al ste reo I ypes." 

The chair of the Corporation 
of the Sisters of Charity, Sister 
Paule Cantin, has also expressed 
her concern abou t the ramifica­
tions of the re ferendum. "Noth­
ing prevents the students from_ 
using contraceptives, and we re­
spect the right of the individual 
to make that decision," she said. 
"But if we don ' t provide it, I 
think it gives a very st rong mes­
sage about w hat the university 
stands for." 

"As women, we are some­
times our own worst enemies, 
and we perpetuate the myth of 
woman as sex objects," she con­
tinued. " I hope the women of 
this un iversity have the courage 
to say that while they don't deny 
the right of women to use con­
traceptives, that we, as a univer­
sity dedicated to the education 
of women, want to project a dif­
ferent image. We want you to 
see us as human persons, with a 
great contribution to make, with 
an intellect, a nd a heart." 

After discussing the refere n­
dum with the administratio n, 
Wall decided to call an e me rgen­
cy council meet ing on Tues., 
Mar. 5, to give Dr. Fulton and 
Sister Paule an opportunity to 
speak to the Council. Both 
stressed that it is not inte nded as 
a confrontation, but an opport u­
nity to provide additional in fo r­
mation and opinions. 

" I don' t think we are in a posi­
tion to dictate to the Student 
Union," said Dr. Fulton. " It 's a n 
autonomous organization. All 
we can do is suggest reasons and 
arguments for why thi.$ may not 
be the best thing to do." Sister 
Paule agrees. " I am ve:ry im­
pressed with the people I have 
dealt with on Council. and I 
hope we can come to an agree­
ment that is good for the whole 
unive rsity, not just for now, but 
for stude nts in the future ." 

Continued on page 3 

Dr. Naomi Hersom The new president and 
her plans· 
by Eduardo Espejo 

One of the first things. newly 
appoin ted Mount president, Dr. 
Naomi Hersom , wants to do 
w hen she gets to the Mount is 
listen to s tudents. 

In a te lephone interview from 
her home in Saska toon, Dr. Her­
som said she wants to ta ke the 
first few weeks to get acquaint­
ed w ith the Mount and its opera­
tion, and w ill con tinue to pro­
mote strongly the advancement 
of women . 

The announcement was. made 
last Saturday, Feb. 22, by La rry 
Hayes, Q.C., chair of the univer­
sity's board of governors. 

At present, Dr. Hersom is 
Dean of the College of Education 
at the University of Saskatche­
wan and has done extensive re­
search on women's issues. She 
has been the recipient of many 

research grants and her areas of 
special interest include curricu­
lum theory, research, evalua­
tion, teacher education, the role 
of teachers in curriculum devel­
opment and women in educa­
tion. 

Dr. Hersom spoke on a range 
of topics during the interview, 
including . her reaction to the 
Royal Commissron Report on 
post-secondary education. She 
agreed w ith most of the recom­
mendations, including the possi­
ble establishment of a Ui;iiversi­
ty of Nova Scotia, a recon-\,!_11en­
dation w hich has met with con­
s ide rable controversy. 

"That kind of a syste m (a ma l­
gamation of universities) can 
work," she said. "The main 
w?rry is that the universities 
w ~ll l~se the ir a utonomy, but J 
thmk it 's fair to say tha t they do 
m~nage to retain the ir individu­
ality." 
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H e rsom was parti \: ularly 
pleased with the effort the Royal 

Commission made on improving 
effort for women. 

Hersom also said she was sym­
pathetic with Nova Scotia 's rela­
tive ly large number of universi­
ties , but says that is a problem 
that has to be dealt w ith. 

On the issue of the core curric­
ulum and the ma nda tory study 
of a second language, she sa.id 
they are importa nt considera­
tions and that " this is some th ing 
the whole country has been 
struggling with. We have to find 
a balance between tra ining for 
professions a nd a sound educa­
tion in the fine arts." 

Dr. Hersom a lso has exte nsive 
background in the d eve lopment 
of distance educativn capabili ­
ties th rough experime n tal work 
with slow scan television , te le ­
confe rencing, videotapes, inte r­
active television transmis:;ion 
via satellite and micro-comp uter 
networks. With this experience, 
she is qua lified to bring some 

Continued on page 3 
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Schedule for couocil leadership 

r~,.. conference . ~/_,~, r 

Sat. M arch 22, I 986 
9 a.m . 
Vinnie's Pub 

9:30 a.m . 
Board Room 

Vinnie's Pub 

M ulti-Purpose­
Roon1 

10:15 a.m . 
Vinnie's Pub 

10:30 a.m . 
Board Room 

Vinnie's Pub 

Multi-Purpose 
Room 

11:45 a.m . 

WELCOME 
D r. M argaret Fulton. President. M SV U 
Shari Wall , President. M SV U Student 
U nion 
Susa n Smith, Chairperson, Leadership 
Conference 

Consti tutionally Protected Rights: 
Are Yours Real? 
Anne Derrick, 
Partner, Buchan, Der rick and _Ring 
1974-76 MSVU Student Union President 

Accessing the Hidd~n Job M arket 
Dr. Carol Hill, 
Director, .Student Services 
Mount Saint Vincent University 

Heal thy Body/H ealthy Mind 
Janel Fener ty, 
Nutritionist , M ount Saint Vincent 
University 

Coffee and Doughnut Break 

Your Rights in the Workplace 
D onald Murray, 
Associate, 
Stewar t , M a~Keen and Covert 

Stress M anagem ent 
Pat D eM ont. 
Co-ordinator, Physical Education & 
Recreation, 
M ount Saint Vincent University 

Group Dynamics. 
Sr. Evelyn Williams, 
M ount Saint Vincent University 

Break 

@(V][F lJul □W@[F~□~ 
Masters' Programs 
· At Lakehead . 

It Pays To Come Back! 
There has never been a better time than now to continue 
your education F1nanc1al assistance o f about S3.880 to 
S 11. t85 for 1986-87 year Is available 10 suitably qualified. 
full-time students with some bursaries also avai lable to 
new part-l ime sludenls. 

Lakehead Un1vers1ty offers a variety ol graduate programs 
and applications are now being accepted for the · 
fol lowing 

English M.A Chemistry M.Sc. 
History M.A. Physics M.Sc. 
Sociology M.A. Biology M.Sc. 
Economics M.A. Forestry M.Sc. 
Psychology M.A. Geology M.Sc. 
Mathematics (M.A. & M.Sc.) Education M.Ed. 
Theory of Coaching (M.A. & M.Sc.) 

For more information. call or write: 
Pentti P.aularinne 
Registrar 
Lakehead University 
Oliver Road 
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7B 5E1 
(807) 345-2121 ex t. 269 or ex t. 500 

Education Working For You 

Lakehead ■ University 
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12 noon 

Cafeteria 

1:30 p .m . 
Board Room 

Don M acNeil · 
Room 

V innie's Pub 

3: 15 p.m. 
Multi-Purpose 
Room 

3:30 p .m. 
Board Room 

Vinnie's Pub 

Don M acNeil 
Room 

4:45 p.m . 
Vinnie's Pub 

5 p.m. 
Vinnie's Pub 

Lunch 

-M ot ivat ion 
M ary Clancy, 
President, M ount Saini V incen t 
Alumnae Associa t ion 

Working w ith Volunteers 
Peter Gi ffen , 
Sector Coordinator, Voluntary Planning 
N .S. Depar tment o f Development 

Organizing Special Functions­
Leadersh ip and Protocol 
Anne Kn ight, 
Past Staf f Officer , Visi ts and Ceremonial 
M aritime Command 

Managing M eetings with Roberts' Rules 
of Order 
Patr ick O 'Nei ll 
Associate Professor , Speech and D rama 
Mount Saini Vincent U niversi ty 

Energy Surprise 
Tina M urphy, 
Residence Representa tive, St udcnt 
Un1on 
M ount Saint Vincent University 

Public Speaking 
Toastmasters I nternational 

Enter tainment, Publ ici ty and 
Fundraising at School 
Shar i W all , 1985-86 Student Union 
President 
Janice Pisko, 1985-86 Student U nion 
Communications Officer 
M ount Sain t Vincent U niversi ty 

T .B.A . 

Coffee and Doughnut Break 

Conference Wrap -up 

All w orkshops to be held in Rosaria Centre, M ount Saint V incent 
University . 
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Po$it~ons are qpen to any memb~r qt the M ount Saint Vitt- : 
-e~rt't *Unl:verslty Student Union. Honor:aria are offered for ' 
afl posttf ons. 

Eleotions wil I be held on Monday, Mar-ch 24 at noon in Ro­
saria ~O~. Nominatio~~ • wi ll. be rec~rved uotH Friday, 
M~rch '21" For infor.mat100 on }Ob descrtptfons please con­
. ct the>edi tors Ro,sarla403 443-4450 ext, 195. · 
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Once upon a t ime, Picaro 
was a little man who tore 
through the Spanish country­
s ide proclaiming the new~ to 
the people. Today, it is the stu­
dent newspaper of Mo·Jnt Saint 
Vincent Univer3ity, published 
weekly by the Student Union. 
The Picaro is a member ot Ca­
nadian Uni~ersity Press, and 
subsci'ibes to its statement of 
princ iplE:s. 

The Picaro staff posit;ons 
are open to all Mount students, 
and contributions are wel• 
come. All copy and/or graphics 
must be submitted by Friday 
noon, the week preceding pub­
lication. Please type ·a11 copy 

1 double-spaced. Letters to the 
Editor and Hycle Park Corner 
must be signed, but names can 
be withheld by request. The Pi­
caro ~tall reserves the right to 
edit all copy for length or legali­
ty. We regret that copy cannot 
be returned. 

The Picaro office is tucked 
away on the fourth floor, Rosa­
ria Centre, in room 403. Drop by 
to contribute to the paper, or 
bring us coffee. 

Newspaper meetings are 
1eld every Monday at noon. 

STAFF: 
Co-editors: Suellen Murray 

Eduardo Espejo 

Production Manager: 
Katrina Aburrow 

Business Manager: 
David Hallworth 

Office Manager: 
Marina Gerronazzo 

News Editor: Shelley Murphy 
Entertainment Editor: 

Karen Chilton 
Sports Editor: Steve Jennex 
Graphics Team: P.O. Coffin 

Steve Jennex 

Photos: Photopool 

And this week ... 
Lisa Sugden 
Sheila MacNeil 
Robert Caume 
Jeff Mann 
Natalie Fisher 



Vote on ·oral contraceptives planned 

New health plan for Mo~~t students 
' 

Continued from page I 

Since the Council made the ir 
decision in Februa;y, the refe r­
endum on oral contraceptives 
has obscured the issue of the 
new stude nt drug plan and i(s 
be nefits. During the study 
break the Halifax media re ­
ceived information on the im­
pending refe rendum, and news 
items appeared in broadcast and 
print media. The Daily News 
featured a front page article on 
the issue e rroneously reporting: 

" Give us free birth co'ntrol say 
Mount Saint Vincent students". 

As of the article's Monday publi-

cation date, Mount s tudents, 
with the exce ption of Council, 
hadn' t received any i_nformation 
on the referendum, o r expressed 
any opinion. " We thought we 
would get a lot of pu~licity," 
said Wall. " We tried to keep it 
quiet as long as J3ossible." 

According to the Stude nt 
Union Constitution, a refere n­
dum must be held to increase o r 
decrease student un ion fees. Fif- · 
teen per cent, or approxima tely 
300 full-tim e s tudents must vote 
in the referendum for it to 'be 
binding upon the Coun cil. In the 
case of a fee change, only a s im­
ple majority is needed , rather 

than the two-thirds required for 
other referenda. 

The Constitution also states 
that notice of the referendum 

, must be given one month prior 
to the date of the referendum. 
The Council was informed of the 
referendum on Feb. 19, one day 
short of the month lead lime re­
quir!'ci . The referend um will be 
M arclr 19 only . 

Before a reierendum is held, 
Student Council will be distribu­
ting information on the new 
drug· ptan, and explain ing exact­
ly what the students will be vol· 
ing for. If Cquncil doesn't re­
ceive a majority vote on the ad-

dition of oral contraceptives, the 
CFS plan, w ith its addi tional 

benefits, w ill sti ll be in effect ifl 
September. 

CFS Health Plan major benefits include: 

12 months coverage; 

Accidental death or dismemberment coverage;' 
Reimbursement for accidental injuries; 
Dental accident reimbursement; 

Ambulance benefit; 

A wider varieti of drug stores co-operating with plan across 
Canada; 

Complete information on the plan .will be available from Stu­
dent Union. 

The new president and her plans 
Continued from page I 

new ideas for the Mount's dis­
tance education via television 
(DUET) program. 

O n shaping the Mount's pub­
lic image, He rsom said she has 
the same view as Dr. Fulton " .. . 
although 'ho listic' isn ' t the exact 
word I wou ld use. I want to see a 
p lace that respects individuals. " 

Holistic is a word Dr. Fulton has 
used to describe her desired im­
age of the Mount. 

St udent Union Preside nt, 
Shari Wall , sa id Hersom is fun 
a nd outgoing a nd close in pe r­
sonality to Dr. Fulton. 

" With Dr. Hersom I got the 
sincere feeli ng she is interested 

_in what's going on, " Wall said. 

F-rank Demont, s tudent board 
of governors rep, re iterated 
Wall's feelings about the new 
president saying "she's bright 
and c heerful and she's going to 
be jus t wonderful. She seems to 
rea lly want to fight for s tude nts 
and for a better educational sys-
tem overall. " ' 

One of the att ributes that 
warmed the hearts ot both Wall 
and Demont was w he n Hersom 
explained that in her spare time 
she likes to fly kites. " I think I' ll 
send her a kite along wit'h a note 
of congratulations," De mont 
said. ' 

This is the first time He rsom 
has lived in the East and she said 

she is really looking forward to 
it. ''I've always had a lot of re­
spect for the universities in that 
area and the scholars w ho have 
emerged from them. I'm also 
drawn by the Maritimes' sense 
of history," she said. 

In the end, though, Hersom 
explained her ultimate qualifica­
tions for being a Marit1mer: " I 
like lobster, too." 

' 

Leadership at university and beyond 
Leadership a t Universit y and 

Beyond, tl1e Mount's fifth annu­
a l Student Union Leadership 
Conference, wi ll be he ld Satur­
day, March 22. 

" We 're expecting a,t least 100 
university and high school stu­
dents from across Atlantic Cana­
da to a tte nd, " stated Susan 
Smith, public relations rep. on 
Student Council and chair of the 
Leadership. Conference Commit­
tee. ":,\!ready requests from stu­
dents in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick are pouring in and 
we expect many Mount students 
to register throughout the next 
week. " 

The conference features 12 
workshops ranging from " Ac­
cessing the Hidden Job Market" 

to "Organizing Special Fune· 
lions-Leadership and Protocol" 
to " Entertainment , Publicity, 
and· Fund raising at School." 

We hope to appeal to students 
wanting to make the most out of 
university life and those prepa r­
ing to enter the workforce, so 
we've organized workshops for 
everyone, no matter w hat their 
interest , age or sex," explained 
Smith. 

A $10 ($8 for meal plan s tu• 
de nts) conference fee covers al• 
te ndance at four workshops and 
lunch , a l w hich MSVU Alumnae 
Association Preside nt Mary 
C lancy will speak on motiva­
tion. 

Ern~e leads the way 
by Teresa Carruthers 

Here is your cha11cc to meet 
Ernie, the chi ld s tudy society's 
adopted child. Ernie has cere­
bral palsy and cannot wa lk. The 
society has been sponsoring 
events to raise money to he lp Er­
nie w ith an operation which w ill 
enable him to walk a nd gain 
more motor movements. 

The society w ill be holding a 
non-competitive " Help Ernie 
Walk" Oil Sun. Ma r. 9, 1986 . 
The walk w ill begin at I p.m . in 
front of Seto!1 Academic Ce ntre . 

It is only a 3 km s troll around 
the Mount. All proceeds from 
th is event w ill go to Ernie. 

The re is a minimum sponsor­
ship of $5.00 to waive registra­
tion fee. Sponsor sheets are 
availa ble at the Child Stud y 
Board on the fourth floor of Se­
ton and the Athle tic Centre in 
Rosaria . Please pick up a spon­
sor sheet, bring a frie nd antl 
~ome ~articipate. This is a mcanf 
mgful event but it is a lso a time 
fo_r fun and to get in sha pe . Ernie 
wi ll be there lo lead the walk. 
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For further informa tion con· 
tact the Student Union Office, 
4th floor Rosaria Centre. Regis­, 

!ration forms can also be picked 
up at Seton fron t desk. Complet­
ed regis tration forms and pay-

ment must be returned to the 
Student Union office by Wed. , 
March 12. 

< 

Students 

If you are a student 
and are interested in applying for 
your discount card which en­
titles you to 20 % off all perms, 
colors, cuts, please drop in and 
see if you qualify. 

.i 

School of Hairdesign 
& Hair Studio 

\ 

2037 Parker St. 422-6467 
Hours: Mon.·Fri. 9-9 Sat. 9·3 
1820 Holli, St. 422-1791 
Hours: Mon. 9·6 Tae,.·Fri. 9-9 



------~~-----events~. 
The Women and Development 

Committee of the Associat ion of 
Atlantic Universit ies is holding a 
meeting to discuss regional ne t­
working on women and devel­
opment issues. This meeting is 
open to all groups and individ ­
uals (academics and community 
people alike I. 

Date: Sat. , Mar. 15, 1986, 11 
a.m., Room 209, Beveridge Arts 

· Centre (corner of Main and 
Highlandl, Acad ia University. 
Wolf ville. · 

Agenda-11 Identifica tion of 
existing networks, 21 Discussion 
of the purposes of a regional net­
work. 

If you are inte rested, but can­
not attend the meeting, please 
contact Margie Macdonald (422-
94441 or Li:1da Christiansen­
Ruffman at 429-9780 ext. 2534 
or 477-5415. 

Child-care will be available; 
please let us know by Mar. 8, if 
you will be bringing chiJ-dren . 

This meeting is timed to fit in­
to the schedule of the meeting of 
the Atlantic Association of Soci­
ologists and Anthropologists (see 
attached schedule). Please regis­
te r for the Confe rence if you 
plan to attend more than one of 
the sessions. Please tell anyone 
you think might be interested, 
about this meeting. 

The Women and Development 
Co mmittee is co-sponsoring 
with the Pearson Institute, the 
North-South Institute, Mount 
Saint Vincent and CRIAW-NS a 
Workshop on Women in Eco­
nomic Deve lopment- Re­
search and Linkages . It will be 
held from Thurs., Apr. 3, 1986 
to Tues., Apr. 8. Please contact 
Gloria Nikoi, Pearson Institute, 
1325 Edward . Stre·et, Halifax, 
B3H 3J5 (424-21421 for more in-

ation. 

sync champions :of 
orth America, audio, video, 

ilms, . performance, and much 
uch more. The organizers of 
udio By Artists present the 

1986 Audio by Artists Festi-
al. Fec:turing both local !ind na­
ional talent this year's festival 
ncludes 12 different events 
romising to make March an ex­
iting month for Halifax. 

Kicking off the festival will be 
he "Audio Cabaret" , a cabaret 
xtravaganza a t the Misty Moon 
n Mon., Mar. 3. This evening.of 
lternative performance w ill in­
lude the Clichett~s (current 
orth American lip sync cham-
ionsl and Toronto performance 
rtists Tanya Mars and Dan Lan­

A diverse range of audio 
video work will complete 

ve in . 

A public lecture on Feminism 
and Civil Liberties will be giv­
en by Professor Thelma McCor­
mack, Chair of Women's Stud­
ies, Mount Saint Vincent Uni­
versity, o n Wed., Mar . 12 at 7:30 
p.m . in the Seton Academic Cen­
tre . 

McCormack took up her post 
as the first Chair of Women 's 
Studies at the Mount early in 
anuary, for a period of one 

yea r. She is on leave of absence 
from York University's Depart­
ment of Sociology, is well 
known across Canada for her re­
search, and lectures wide ly on 
women 's issues. 

Admission to the p ublic lec­
ture is free. 

lJark Lullabies, the powerfu 
Canadian feature documentar 
about the impact of the Holo 
caust on Jews and German 
born after the war, will have it 
Atlantic premiere in Halifax o 
Thursday, February 27, at 
p.m ., in the Lord Nelson Hotel. 
Co-director Irene Lilienheim An 
gelico, herself a child of concen 
tration camp survivors , will be 
present for a follow-up discus­
sion. 

The SO-minute film was direct­
ed by Irene Lilienheim Angelico 
and Abbey Jack Neidik and co­
produced by DLI, an indepen­
dent company, and Studio D o 
· he National Film Board. 
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· WofnerJ-' ltJ 19th, 
ce"tury · photograph 

A lel~vised introduction on 
Women in 19th Century Pho ­
tography can be viewed on 
ASN, Thurs. , Mar. 20 at 10:30 
a .m. and again on Mon., Mar. 24 
at 8:30 p.m. This illustrated lec­
ture by Heather Dawkins is on 
representation of 19th century 
domestic labour. The lecture is 
in conjunction with the exhibi­
tion Purloin ed Portraits: 
Women in l~th century Photgg­
raphy o n exhibit at the Mount 
Art Gallery from Mar. 14 - Apr. 
6. For further details call the ga l­
lery at 443-4450, ext. 160. 

Aninesty _ lr1ternational will 
sponsor the showing of the film 
'Adapt or Die ' on the s truggle of 
South African trade unions on 
Friday evening Mar. 7' at 8 p.m. 
in the Burke Education Centre. 
Saint Mary's University. En­
_t r'.1_nce on Inglis St. .....,.,..,,,,.....,_ ~-

Talking with Kids about 
Sex will be discussed by Anne 
Bulley of the Planned Pa rent~ 
hood Association at the Main­
land South Branch Library in the 
Captain William Spry Communi­
ty Centre, 10 Kidston Road on 
Thursday, March 6 a t 7.:00 p .m. 
This is th~ first in a three-pa rt se­
ries for parents of child ren of a ll 
ages. Limited babysitting will be 
available. Please call 42 1-8766 if 
you requir~ this service or other 
information . 

_, 

suppor group concc-1 nN 
with mee ting the emotiona l 
needs of physically disabled 
young.. women has been formed 
in the metro area . The group 
helps young women , w ho may 
feel isolated, get in touch with 
each other. 

When professiona l advice is 
needed, the group has a c,cess to 
a resource board made up of a 
psychiatrist, psychologists, and 
tra ined counsellors . 

Women who are interested in 
joining the group, o r who would 
like more information , can con­
tact Ms. Lisa Mahen, 1206 Tow­
er Road, Halifax. 

Women's Special N utrition­
al Needs will be discussed at 
the Main Libra ry, Spring Garden 
Road on Wednesday, March 5 at 
7:30 p .m . All are welcome . 

A sh ow of paintings by Andrea 
Johnson , entitled My Summer 
Vacation, is o n display a t the 
Cafe Prague, in the Brewery 
Marke t, Ha li fax, from Mar. 3 to 
Apr. 3<2., These paintings a re 
landscape images of a summer 
holiday in Prince Edward Island . 

The public is invited to view 
My Summer Vacation and to 
enjoy a meal or refreshments in 
the relaxing a tmosphere of the 
Cafe Pra 

~tuden1s support 
, :peace-

Show yo ur support and Soli­
darity for the People of Nicara­
gua. In May, 1985, students 
from Oxford University, Eng­
land he ld a fast to show their 
support for the people of Nicara­
gua and to protest the United 
States policy toward Nicaragua. 

This year groups in Europe, 
North and South America and 
e lsewhere are joining to make 
the fast an international sign of 
solidari ty. Students from local 
universities are organizing a fast 
to take place in Halifax a l the At­
lantic School o f Theology, Mar. 
14, 8 p.m. to Mar. 16, I p.m. 

We a re fasting to support 
peace in Nicaragua and to pro­
test the " Contra" war. All mon­
ies raised (th rough sponsors! 
w ill be given d irectly to support 
a project in Nicaragua. The fast 
is open to eve ryone . 

Meetings to plan the event are 
held each Wednesday at noon at 

. the Dalhousie University School 
of Social Work-Hancock Hall, 
Seminar Room I , corner of Ox­
ford and Coburg Road s, w hite 
building. 

Extend-a-Family Halifax would 
like to hear from fam ilies or in­
d ividuals interested in becoming 
friends w ith a disabled ·chi ld . 
"There's a need in you r neigh­
hourhood" - so please get in 

· Extend-a-Family 
4. 
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Some 
by Suellen Murray 

The accomplishments of women have often 
been ignored or forgotten in the teaching of histo­
ry. In honour of International Women's Week, this 
timetable has been prepared with a small selec­
tion of women's contribution, achievements, and 
victories over the past 3400 years. 

1480BC -Queen Hatshepsut rules for Thutmose II in 
Egypt until his corning of age. 

900BC -Queen Sarnurcamat rules in Assyria. 

800BC -A woman is recorded as reigning high priest 
in Thebes. 

526 -Amalaswlntha, daughter of Theodoric the Great, 
becomes Regent of Italy. 

780 -Empress Irene becomes ruler of the Byzantine 
Empire. 

1136 -Matilda, daughter of Henry I, asserts her rights 
to the throne of England, and is proclaimed 
Queen In 1140. 

1172 -Queen Eleanor raises Aquitaine against Henry II. 

1384 -Jadviga is crowned "King" of Poland. 

1428 -Sixteen-year-old Joan of Arc leads the French 
armies against England. She is captured by the 
Burgundians in 1430, and burned at the stake the 
next year. 

f591•-Margaret, Comtes~ of Rithmon_d and Derby 
·, mother of Henry VII, founds professorships of 

dlvlnhy at Oxford and Cambridge Universities In 
England; in 1505, she founds Christ' s College, 

.,.,.;,,,,_ cambridae . 

1542 -Mary, Queen of Scots, age six days, ascends to 
the throne of Scotland. 

1558 -Elizabeth I ascends to the throne of England 
after the death of her half-sister. Under the 45-
year reign of "Good Queen Bess" the Golden 
Age of England flourishes, with ttie accomplish­
ments of William Shakespeare, Sir Francis Ba­
con, and the travels of Walter Raleigh and Fran­
cis Drake. 

1587 -Mary, Queen of Scots, is beheaded, at the orders 
of her cousin Queen Elizabeth. 

1632 -Queen Christina, age six years, ascends to the 
throne of Sweden, but abdicates in 1654 on be­
coming a Roman Catholic. 

1634 -Anne of Austria Is invested with Supreme Power 
over her country. 

1660 -Women actors first appear on theatre stages in 
Germany and England. 

- ueen Arme·of England gives the RoS,al approval 
to horseracing, and originates the Idea of sweep­
stak~; In 1711, she &Stablishas the Ascot race. 

1734 -In her writing "Avis d'une Mera a sa Fi/le" , Mme 
de Lamber recommends university education for 
women. 

1745 -Jeanne Antoinette Poisson (Marquise de Pompa­
dour 1721-1764) moves into Versailles with 
French King Louis XV, exercises considerable 
power over the country and its affairs of state. 

trca ..,..L~ ,Mary Wortley Morytague (1689•1762) a 
ll!? fri~r,~ lritrodu~ei, the practice of lnnoculatlon 
• ~- agalb$t sm1;1.llpox to Engrand, a practice she had 

« observed whije llvln in Turke . 

1763 -Catherine II ("the Great" ) deposes her brother 
Peter, and becomes Empress of Russia. Under 
her rule, the country flourishes In art, medicine, 
and education, but her reforms were for the 

. upper class, and ignored the peasants. 

1774 -Ann Lee in'troduces the United Society of 
Believers In Christ 's Second Corning, of the 
Shakers, to America. 

1802 -Marie Gresholtz Tussaud (1760-1850) establishes 
her collection of waxworks in England; she 
learned the craft while she was in prison during 
the revolution, and forced to make death masks 
of guillotine victims. 

"-8ffi$se<i . llzabeth Ann 8aytey &lto'n foun!Jll the 
! -$lslpJ"$ of'Chaf liy fn Emmitsburg, Maryland. SM 
· i3Stat,lishea a Catholic scJ1ool In Emmitsburg, 

beginning parochial education in the United 
&$'./, Stat1:1~ -

things they 
1813 -After overhearing American officers pian to 

attack a British outpost during the War of 1812, 
Laura Secord (1775-1868) walks 30 km to warn 
the British officers In Canada. The Americans 
were subsequently ambushed by Indians, and 
surrendered to the Brits. 

1818 -Twenty -year-old Brit ish writer . Mar y 
Wollstonecroft Shelley writes Frankenstein. 

1824 -Seventeen-year-old J~lia Hart of Fredericton 
writes St. Ursala's Convent, the first work of fic­
tion by a native,born Canadian to be published in 
Canada. 

1837 -Victoria (1819-1901) becomes Queen of England, 
beginning a 64-year reign. 

1845 -Clara Josephine Schumann introduces the Piano 
Concerto of her husband Robert, and tours 
extensively, popularizing the works of many con­
temporary composers, including Johannes 
Brahms. 

1847 -Maria Mitchell discovers a telescopic comet, and 
in 1848 becomes the first woman elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

'1850s-Harrlet Tubman smuggles 300 black men and 
women across the Mason•Olxon line to freedom 

1, ~, In Canada on the Underground Aailroad. During 
the Clvll War, she served the Union Army as a 
nurse, scout, and spy, and helped free more than 

,, . 750 slaves. 

1850 -Elizabeth Barrett Browning writes Sonnets from 
the Portugese. 

1853 -Chloroform is established as an anaesthetic in 
Britain when Queen Victoria permits its use 
during the birth of her sev~nth child. 

1853 - .Mary Ann Cary becomes the first black woman 
to establish and edit a weekly newspaper in 
North America. She founds The Provincial 
Freeman In Windsor, Ont. 

1855 -Florence Nightingale introduces hygenic 
standards into military hospitals during the 

_. Crimean War. 

1861 -American poet Julia Ward Howe writes the 
words to Battle f-!ymn of the Republic to the tune 
of John Brown's Body. 

1864 -Sojourner Truth visits Pres. Abraham Lincoln in 
the White House as one of the best known Amer­
ican abolitionists of her day. 

• 1865 -Mary Surratt is hanged in Washington for assist ­
ing in the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. Her 
boarding house was used as a meeting place for 
John Wilkes Booth and the other plotters. 

1865 -American writer Mary Mapes Dodge writes Hans 
Brinker or The Silver Skates. 

1871 -Smith College, an institution for the higher edu­
cation of women, is founded in Northharnpton, 
Mass. 

1873 -Mount Saint Vii:icent Academy is founded by the 
Sisters of Charity in Halifax. 

1874 -While vacationing In Bermuda, American Mary 
Outerbridge watches British officers play tennis, 
and returns to introduce the game to America. 

1A75 -Grace Annie Lockhart · is the first woman In 
Ganada to earn a university degree, from Mount 
Allison Vni11erslty in&lckvllle, N,:_:B. , i;, 

1875 -Wellesley College is founded iri Massachusettes 
by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fowle Durant to " offer op­
portunities for education equal to those usually 
provided in colleges to young men". 

1879 -Radcliffe College for Women founded in 
Cambridge, Mass . 

1884 -Belva Lockwood Is nominated for President of 
the U.S. by the Equal Rights Party; also 
nominated In 1888. 

1886 -Francis Elize Burnett writes Little Lord Faun­
tleroy. 

1889 -Eliza Ritchie, Halifax feminist is the f irst 
Canadian woman to secure a doctorate (fro m 
Cornell) She was the first woman ap­
pointed to a Canadian university's Board of 
Governors (to Dalhous ie) in 1919. 

1893 -Lady Margaret Scott wins the first British golf 
championship. 

forgot to 
1893 -The National Counci l o f Women in Canada is 

founded by Lady Aberdeen. (One of its early 
accomplishments was the establishment of the 
Vic torian Order o f Nurses in 1897.) 

women are enfranchised in New Zealand. 

-Beatrice Potter Webb (1858-19<t3) and husband 
help-establish the London School of Economlca 
In England. In 1&13, they began publishing r, 
New Statesma,t, 1he w'eeltly of1he British La 
Party, a pOlitlcal party they were instrumental In 
toundin • 

1896 -Catherine Breshkovsky (1844-1934), considered 
the " grandmother of the Russian revolution", 
founds the Soc ialist Revolutionists. 

1900 -Women first compete in the modern Olympic 
Garnes. 

1902 -American Mary Anderson invents the windshield 
wiper. 

1903 -Marie Curle of France is co-winner of the Nobel 
Prize for Physics for research in uranium; in 
1911, she is awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry for discovering radium and oolonium. 

1904 -American Helen Keller, born without sight, 
hearing, or speech, graduates from Radcliffe 
College. 

1905 -Bertha von Suttner of Austria wins the Nobel 
Prize for Peace for her establ ishment of Peace 
congresses in Europe. 

1907 -Clara Zitkin co-founds the International Socialist 
Women's congress. In 1915, she organizes the 
first International Women's Conference against 
the War in Switzerland, and the next year 
establishes Spartakusbund, a splinter of the 
Social Democratic Party . 

American suffragette Harriot Stanton Blaich 
(1856-1940) forms the Equality League of Sell­
Supporting women, the first American suffrage 

• group to include'working class women. 

1908 -International Woman's Day declared for the first 
time. 

Women are enfranchised in Austral ia. 

Mary Baker Eddy founds the Christian Science 
Monitor. 

1909 -Women are admitted to German universities. 

1912 -Carrie Matilda Derrick (1862-1941) becomes the 
first f1.1,II femate·professor in Call$da. She taught 
morphological botany at McGill In Montreal, anQ 
introdu$ed the teaching c,f geneitcs at the uni• 
verstt . 

1915 -Edith Gavell , a British nurse, assists 200 Allied 
soldiers to safety over the Dutch borders. She 
was arrested by the Germans, and eJ$ecuted by a 
firing squad, becoming one of the great martyrs 
of WWI. 

1916 -Women are el igible to become magistrates in 
Canada (the second country after Australia to 
remove the restriction). 

Margaret Sanger establishes the f irst birth con­
trol clinic , in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

1917 -Anne Besant becomes President of the Indian 
National Congress. 

Women in B.C. and Ontario gain the provincial 
vote. 

918: -Wome" in ~ada gain the tigtit to vote federal-
/JC ty, , 

Women In Nova Scotia gain the provincial vote. 

Rosa Luxemburg (1870-1919), German revolu· 
tionary, co-founds the Spartacists, and eventual­
ly transforms the party into the Communist Party 
of Germany. 

American Sara Teasdale wins the f irst Pulitzer 
Prize for Poetry for Love Songs. 

In Britain, the Representation of the People Act 
removes disqualification from voting for married 
women, women householders, and women uni­
versity graduates over 30. 

1919 -The British Qualification of Women Act states 
that a woman shall not be disqualified by sex or 
marriage from being elected to or voting as a 
member of the Houses of Parl iament. 



teach you 
1919 -Women in New B,runswlck gain the provincial 

vote. 

Women are enfranchised in Germany. 

Viscountess Mary Astor is elected as the first 
woman Member of Parliament in Britain. 

1920 - American women gain the right to vote, and be 
elected or appointed to government. 

Oxford University in England grants degrees to 
women. 

1921 - Mary Ellen Smith becomes a Cabinet Minister in 
the B.C. Liberal government, the first woman 
cabln~t ministe_r in the British Empire. 

1922 -Women in P.E.1. gain the provincial vote. 

1924 - The Edmonton Grads, a women's basketball 
team, were named world champions at the 
Federation Sportive Feminine Internationale in 
Paris. Al their retirement in 1940, they held 108 
titles, and had a 93% success rate. 

925 -Mount Saint Vincent College Js granJed degree­
giving status, the first lndependent college for 
wo en In t e Co1nmonw,ealth. 

Nellie Taylor Ross of Wyoming becomes the first 
woman governor in U.S. 

Ontario-born evangelist ·Aimee Semple Mc­
Pherson organizes the International Church o f 
the Foursquare Gospel, which develops into 740 
churches and missions throughout the world. 

1926 - Bertha Landes (1868-1943) becomes the first 
woman mayor of an American city, of Seattle, 
Wash. 

1928 -Chatelaine magazine premiers In Canada, with a 
circulation of 57,000. The French equivalent, 
Chatelaine, premieres in 1960. 

American anthropologist Margaret Mead writes 
Coming of Age in Samoa. 

Amelia Earhart is the first woman to fly across 
the Atlantic Ocean; nine years later she 
disappears on a Paci fic flight. 

1930 -Cairine Wilson is appointed the first woman 
Senator in Canada. 

1931 -Jane Addams of the U.S. wins the Nobel Prize for 
Peace as founder of Hull House, the first set­
tlement house in the U.S. 

1934 -Or. Jessie Gray (1910-1978), Canada's ' first lady 
of surgery' becomes the first woman gold 
medallist at U o f T's medical school. She goes 
on to be the first woman to earn a Master of 
Surgery degree, to become a resident surgeon at 
Toronto General Hospital, to become a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, to become a 
member of the Central Surgical Society of North 
America, and to be elected to the Science Coun­
cil of Canada. (She was considered to be one o f 
four top cancer surgeons in North America.) 

Evangeline Booth is elected General of the 
Salvation Army in the U.S. 

1938 -American Pearl S. Buck wins the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. 

HJ39 -AJJstrlan.physlcist Lise Meitner, assisted by her 
nephew Otto Frisch, spifts the uranium nucleus 
and she publishes the first, paper on nuclear 
fission. 

Dorothea Lange (1895-1965) publishes An Ameri­
can Exodus: A Record of Human Erosion, a 
collection of her celebrated photographs of vic­
tims of the Depression in the U.S. 

1940 -Wilhelmina Queen of the Netherlands (1880-
1962) Issues a protest of Getman invasion of her 
country, and becomes a symbol of the 
Netherlands' resistance movement. 

women in Quebec gain the provincial vote. 

1941 -In the vote In Congress on participation in WWII 
after Pearl Harbour, Congresswoman Jeanette 
Rankin (A-Montana) casts the only dissenting 
vote. She had voted against dec laration of war 
on Germany in 1918 making her the only House 
Member to vote against both wars. 

1942 - Anne Frank begins her diary on her 13th bir­
thday. She continues it through thE: years spent 
hiding from the Germans in Amsterdam, and 
ends it three days before she and the others in 
the "Secret Annex" were discovered by Nazis. 
She dies In Bergen-Belsen in 1945. 

in ·history 
1944 -After she discovers the defect that causes the 

bluish tinge in blue babies, American Dr. Helen 
Taussig and surgeon Alfred Blalock develop an 
operation that enables the blood to bypass the 
blocked artery. 

1945 -Gabriela Mistral of Chile wins the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, the first Latin American to win. 

1947 -Gerty Cori of the U.S. wins the Nobel Prize for 
Medicine and Physiology for her enzyme 
researeh. 

1948 -The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is 
adopted by the United Nations. American 
Eleanor Roosevelt was instrumental In its 
creation. 

948 ~cambrtdge University In England grants degrees · 
to women 

1948 -Congresswoman Margaret Chase Smith is 
elected to the U.S. Senate, the fi rst woman 
elected to both Houses of Congress. In 1964 she 
becomes a presidential nominee at the 
Republican National Convention, the first such 
nomination for a woman from a major political 
party. 

1950 -Nancy Hodges (later appointed Senator) 
becomes the first woman Speaker of a House in 
Commonwealth History, in the B.C. legislature. 

1951 -Charlotte Whitton is elected mayor of Ottawa, 
the first woman mayor of a Canadian city. 

1953 -Vijaya Lakshimi Pandit becomes president of 
United Nations General Assembly. 

1955 -Esther Pauline Friedman Lederer (" Ann Lan­
ders") writes her f irst advice column, for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. About 70 million people 
read her column every day. (She is the twin sister 
of Pauline Friedman Phillips ("Dear Abby".) 

1957 -Ellen Fairclough is appointed Secretary of State 
for Canada, the first woman Federal cabinet min­
ister in the country. 

f1958 -The Hon. Ellen FaJJclough is named acting Prime 
Minister of Canada, for two days, becoming the 
first woman in Qanadlan history to b& addres58d 

,as hMadame Prime Minister". 

1960 -Sirimavo Bandaranaike is elected Prime Minister 
of Ceylon, the first woman PM in the world. 

1962 -American Rachel Carson writes Silent Spring 
questioning the use of chemical pesticides and 
their effect on the environment; her book 
aroused International concern for environmental 
preservation. 

American Food and Drug Administration in­
spector Or. Frances Kelsey receives the 
President's Award for Distinguished Federal 
Civilian Service for her research on the drug 
thalidomide, and her refusal to allow it for sale 
into the u'.s. 

1963 - Maria Goeppert Mayer of the U.S. wins the Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry for demonstrat ing the 
structure of the atomic nucleus. 

Russian Valentina Tereshkova becomes the first 
woman cosmonaut. 

American historian Barbara Tuchman wins the 
first of her two Pulitzer Prizes for General 
Nonfiction for The Guns of August. 

1~4 -Br\t~h chemist Dorothyttodgkln Wins the Nobet 
Prize for Medicine for determiolng the structure 

":, of tbe vitamin B 12 molecule. 

1965 -Folk singer Joan Baez founds the Institute for 
the Study of Non-Violence In the U.S. 

Maureen Tucker becomes the drummer for the 
rock band The Velvet Underground. 

1966 -Indira Gandhi is elected President of India. 

1967 - The Royal Commission on the Stqtus of Women 
Is established in Canada. Its chair is Florence 
Bird, the f irst woman to head a Commission. 

Martha Webster lands a 410 lb. blue shark in 
Rockport, Mass., tying the previous world 
record. 

1969 -Golda Meir becomes Prime Minister of Israel. 

class • • • 
1970 -Quebec skier i!etsy Ollfford beCOffleS 1M 

youngest ever world champion, wlMlng tfMI 
giant Slalom championship in Val Gardena al~ 
1~ - ~ 

Ada Louise Huxtable (The New York Times) wins 
the fi rst Pulitzer Prize for Journalism in 
Criticism. 

Amerlcpn painter Georgia O'Keefe (1887- ) re­
ceives the Gold Medal for Art from the American 
National Institute of Arts and Letters. 

1971 -Singer/songwriter Carole King releases the al­
bum Tapestry, which stays on the charts for over 
250 consecut ive weeks. With husband Gerry 
Goffin, she penned more hits than anyone ex­
cept Lennon & McCartney, including Up On the 
Roof, Take Good Care of My Baby, The Locomo­
tion, and You've Got a Friend. 

1973 -Tennis player Billie-Jean King defeats Bobby 
Riggs in the tennis " Battle of the Sexes", 6-4, 6-
3, 6-3. 

Isabel de Peron (1931- ) is elected vice­
president of Argentina, and a year later suc­
ceeds her late husband as president , the first 
woman to head a Lat in American government. 

1974 -The RCMP first admit women officers. 

1975 - United Nations International Women's Year. 

Junko Tabei from Japan becomes the first 
woman to climb Mt. Everest. 

1976 -Malread Corrigan and Betty Wllllama win the 
Nobel Prize for Peace for thelr efforts towards 
Catholic/Prot~stant relations in Northem 
Ireland. 

The Anglican Church of Canada ordains six 
women as priests. 

1977 -Or. Rosalyn Yalow of the U.S. co-winner of Nobel 
Prize for Medicine tor her research in hormones. 

1978 - Naomi Jones of England becomes the first 
woman to sail around the world alone. 

1979 - Margaret Thatcher is elected Prime Minister of 
Great Bri tain. 

Mother Teresa receives the Nobel Prize tor 
Peace for her work with the poor in Calcutta, 
India. 

1980 -Jeanne Suave becomes the first woman Speaker 
of the House of Commons; in 1984, she Is ap­
pointed Governor General. 

1981 -Women are first included on the International 
Olympic Committee. 

1982 - Madame Justice Bertha Wilson is sworn in as 
the first woman member of the Supreme Court 

Iona Campagnola from B.C. is elected President 
of the liberal Party of Canada, the firs t woman to 
hold that position. 

1983 - American Barbara Mcclintock wins the Nobel 
Prize for Medicine or Physiology for her genet ic 
research. 

American astronaut Dr. Sally Ride makes a six­
day flight in the shuttle Challenger as the f irst 
U.S. woman In space. 

1984 -Linda Thom of Hamilton wins Canada's first gold 
medal at the Summer Olympics in Los Angeles 
for sport pistol shooting. ' 

Ontario neurologist Roberta Bondar is se­
lected as an astronaut for the Canada Space 
Program. 

-SJster of Charity carmefita Cuute-wtns t he Btsn­
® Crowley Award in Montreal for her work 
managmo a f08ter home for 1-9 chlidren over n ine 
)"WS. Other projects of the Sisters of Charity 
have tt,cluded a home for battered women In 
New York City, the Seton Foundation..~ 
prQject In cape Breton, and two nutrition clinics 
ln81nl. 

1986 -Union leader Shirley Carr is president-elect of 
the Canadian Labour Congress. 

After a bitter campaign and election, Corazon 
Aquino ls declared president of the Philippines. 
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Equal Rites for Catholic Women 
._ 

by Shelley Murphy 

At the start of a typical Catho­
lic mass, organ music fills the ai r 
and the congregation stands to 
we lcome the procession of 
priests and alta r se rvers. Besides 
religion, the procession has 
something e lse in common­
they are a ll male . 

Currently 
studying he r Master of Divinity 
at the Atlan tic School of Theolo­
gy, Kennedy wants to be a Ca th­
olic pries t. 

" When I was a kid the idea of 
being a priest was something 
every good Cathol ic thought 
about," says Kennedy. " It 
seemed like the best thing you 
could do. But I couldn't. " 

She says that at age IO s he 
would practice saying the mass 
in he r home and wanted to serve 

. a t the altar. " I didn't realize tha t 
I couldn't at that point," she 
said . " I to ld my parents tha t I 
wanted to se rv~ and mother 
sa id , 'We ll , you can ' t ' . I sa id, 
'Well, why not?'. I'd memorized 
a ll the Latin and could reel it off. 
I knew I hadn't seen any gi rls do 
it, but that didn' t mean any­
thing. My mother explained tha t 
I couldn ' t because God had se t 
things up so men were priests." 

Kennedy was d rawn to the 
priesthood by the li turgy, mys­
tery and closeness to God. She 
did not view the idea of being a 
priest as unconventiona l. " It 
was something anybody would 
be drawn to in a way," she says. 

" People told me I had a voca­
tion, but this (a -convent ) is 
where I should go, " she re­
called. So at the age of 19 Ke nne­
dy entered a conve nt, but " nev­
e r felt ca lled to that kind of life. 

" I wanted to be where the ac­
tion was. " 

Three years ago Ke nnedy 
helped found a Toronto-based 
organization ca lled the Canadian 
Ca tholics for Wome n 's Ordina­
tion (CCWO). " It s tarted be­
cause . .. since Va tican II in the 
1960s a lo t of talk surfaced about 
church s tructures and about the 

lion has held two national con­
ferences. 

To date, there are no Canadian 
Roman Catholic female priests. 
Howeve r, in 1976 the Anglican 
Church of Canada ordained six 
women priests . "The fact that 
Anglican women were ordained 
in a church that has the same 
concept of minis try (as Roman 
Catholic's) ... is hopeful ," says 
,Kennedy. Kennedy adds that the 
idea of women priests has be­
come a " touchy issue" between· 
the two churches. 

Kennedy says the Papa l visit 

ccwo 
CANADIAN CATHOLICS FOR WOMEN'S ORDINATION 

roles of men and women in the 
church. I think ·there was an im­
petus of women who wanted or­
dina tion." Ke nnedy expla iJlS 
that many women had had pas­
tora l experience and felt they a l­
so needed the right to perform 
sacramenta l ri tes. " If you' re 
working in a hospi ta l as a Chap ­
lain . .. you' re dealing with peo­
ple, listening and talking to 
them, and then you have to send 
for a priest (to pe rform a. rite). · 
The kind of thing tha t's happen­
ing just isn' t right." The approxi ­
mately 200 member organiza-

in September 1984, gave CCWO 
visibility. "The media were 
looking to use our group as a fo­
cus of dissent. That wasn' t such 
a good th ing because it looks as 
if you ' re an adversary." Kenne­
dy said many CCWO members 
are well educated professiona ls 
that see their focus as an "edu­
ca tiona l function". 

The early women 's orde rs a l­
lowed a woman freedom, ex­
plains Kennedy. "Once you 
were married you became sub­
ject to your husband and that 

Louise Dulude 

was the end of it. If you went in­
to the church ... you could have 
property, become an abbot, and 
have qu ite a bit of power b e­
cause you had money." She 
feels it was later that women's 
ins titu tio ns lost their indepen­
dence, but today, Kennedy feels 
the Sis te rs " have taken things 
into thei r own hands a lot 

Fraser, pho10 

m ore." She adds there are some 
Sis te rs of Charity interested in 
ccwo. 

"The Church is a lways in need 
of reforming itr.elf," says Kenne­
d y. " How can it be a leader in 
the world when it 's dragging its 
feet in a very crucial area ." 

Mary Dewolfe 

to perform 
at rally 

NAC vice-president guest speaker for rally 

DeWolfe , pianist and s inger, has 
had great suc;cess with her musi­
cal career from Victoria to Ha lifax. 
Her voice has been described as 
having " . .. a raw, bluesy edge 
tha t cuts lhrougJ1 smoke and 

noise like a kn ife through butt.e r" . 

DeWolfe performs jazz, blues, and R&B with equal fervour and 
from a de finite women 's pe rspective. She draws her high energy and 
la ughte r from her audiences. 

Singer Mary DeWolfe will be providing the entertainment for the 
Women's D ay Ra lly at the Mount on Fri ., Mar. 7 at 12: I 5. 

The Ra lly is on e of the eve nts planned for Women's Week a t the 
Mount. 

Louise Dulude, vice;presi­
dent of the National Act ion 
Committee on the Status of 
Women, will be the guest 
speaker for the March 7th 
Women's Day Rally. 

Dulude, an execut ive mem­
ber of the NAG since 1982, has 
-been vice-president of the 
women's organization since 
1984. The NAG is the largest 
women's organization in the 
country, representing over 
three million Canadian wom­
en. 

She is a distinguished re­
searcher and writer on wom­
en's issues, and has written 

- ------------------ --------- ten reports on women, includ-

Page 8, the Picaro, Wednesday, March 5, 1986 

Ing Women and Poverty (for 
the National Council of Wel­
fare 1979) and Love, Marriage 
and Money (for the Canadian 
Advisory Counc il on the Sta­
t us of Women 1984). 

A former law professor at 
the University of Ottawa, Du­
lude was admitted to the Bar 
of the Province of Quebec in 
1971. At present, she is work­
ing on a doctoral thesis in the 
field of human rights. 

Women-Together Today is 
the theme of the 1986 Rally. 
The Rally will be held on Fri., 
March 7 at 12:15 in Seton Aud. 
A. 

NAC 
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Dr. Thelma McCormack 

Bringing women's perspective to education 
by Natalie Fisher 

"I think that women's experi­
ences have been largely invisi­
ble ," says Thelma McCormack, 
chair of Women's Studies at the 
Mount. 

Thelma M~Cormack came to 
the Mount in January for a one­
year "distinguished chair" of 
women's studies. She teaches 
one class, Women and Public Pol­
icy from her apartment, the Pres­
ide ntial Suite in Evaristus. 
"There are eight students and 
it's very relaxed and very plea­
sant, " McCormack said. "The 
e ight are different ages, but 
they 've all had diffe rent experi­
ences in life. It's fascinating to 
see how women of different 
ages rea lly do relate to each 
other." 

McCormack sees Women's 
Studies as very important to edu­
cation. "We hold up ha lf the 
sky," she said. "Women's expe- ' 
riences have been largely invisi­
ble, and very often we a re trying 
to meet men's standards. A good 
example is in the world of poli_. 
tics, where . people say, 'Oh, 
women are apolitical', or 
' they're not political ' because 
they have been looking at mem-

bers of Parliament. But if you 
define political in a broader 
sense, of pressure groups to get 
s top signs, and signing petitions 
to deal with certain kinds of so­
cial legislation , there's nothing 
apolitical about women. It's the 
definition of political that's often 
the typica lly male definition of 
running for office, going to Otta• 
wa, and be ing involved in that 
kind of for_!!lal politics." 

McCormack believes there's a 
lot of new knowledge that will 
be generated by Women's Stud­
ies programs, training women 
who are going into the educa­
tional, health, and political sys­
tems to bring a new perspective. 
"I think that we have done a 
very good job so far of making 
more teachers aware of sexist 
stereotypes in textbooks," she 
said, "but the re's still a long way 
to go. You still see Jane anci 
Mother in the kitchen and Bob­
by and Dad washing the car, in 
children's books. Whereas, Jane 
may be washing the car and 
Bobby may be drying the 
dishes." 

"There's no longer any one 
single family patte rn. We now 
have multiple family patte rns; 
the nuclea r family, the single 
pa rent, the remarried family. 

We' re beginning lo learn how to 
live with this. And these differ­
ent families have different prob­
lems and different joys. I think 
the women's program is going to 
train a lot of women to he lp out 
in some of these transitions." 

In McCormack's opinion the 
Feminist Movement and the 
Women's Movement are not the 
same, but they overlap. "The 
women's movement is inter­
ested in re form but it 's not very 
radical. They want to stop wife 
battering, - they want certain 
kinds of protection for women 
from this, but they tend to be 
women w ho seek these things as 
'reform within the system'. 
They' re not rocking the boat too 
much, but they' re very impor­
tant." 

The Feminist Movement has a 
more radical apprach. " It as­
sumes we live in a patriarchal 
society, which means that men 
have authority, men have privi­
lege, men have status. Given 
that inequality, we need a more 
radical kind of change that will 
give women more control over 
their own dest inies. " McCor­
mack says they very often com­
pare Jhemselves to colonies. 
"Just as colonial countries have 
had to find themselves and get 

rid of colonial leaders, this is 
what liberation really means. 
It 's a more thorough and more 
structural kind of change. And 
that's feminism." 

With all the ;attention the fem­
inist movement has gotten in 
past years, it runs the risk of 
people growing tired of the same 
grievances. " I think there is a 
danger that women who have 
been out there pushing will be­
-come too aggressive, and antago­
nize people. And I worry about 
it antagonizing younger women. 
And that 's not a good idea. It 
seems to me that we' re a lways 
telling them that the world isn 't 
so good. And a lot of young 
women are looking forward lo 
happy marriages, 2.3 children, 
and nothing's ever going lo hap• 
pen that will be bad." 

"Men are going to be antago­
nized no matter what we do! But 
this is because their privilege is 
being threatened. And it's an ex­
traordina ry man who can take 
that graciously. Men have a 
great _deal to benefit from the 
women's movement. But they 
don 't see it; they see the s110rt 
run as very threatening to the ir 
power, their manhood, and their 
jobs, " McCormack says. 

But McCormack believes men 
are finding it rewarding to be 
able to express the ir emotions 
more spontaneously. " A lot 
more men are finding equalitari­
an marriages a lot nieer than the 
old ones where they were sup­
posed to have so much responsi­
bility and so much authority.'' 

She sees the next IO years as 
being much the same for women 
as they are now . " I see- women 
hanging on to the gains they've 
made, unless the economy takes 
a big upturn. We have a Conser­
vati-ve Government which is 
committed to women, but that 
commitment is not overly 
strong. A bad economy means 
that women are going to get 
shoved out of the labour force 
again. And you' ll have all this 
ideal ization of domesticity 
again. There would be cutbacks 
on daycare when it should be in­
creasing. In the short run, we 
may have some problems hang­
ing on to What we ha-ve ." 

But the future doesn't seem so 
grim. " In the long run I see this 
generation as saying we' re not 
giving up those gains. We may 
not all define liberation in quite 
the same way. But libera tion is a 
personal digni1y, and we' re not 
going to go back to the kind of 
dependency that our mothers 
and gran_dmothe rs had." 

I 

Halifax women's week dates 

Wed., Mar. 5 , 7:30 p.m.­
Women's Special Nutritional 
Needs. Diet and osteoporosis, 
cancer, menopause and pre­
menstrual syndrome. Halifax 
Main Branch Library. Call 421-
7673. 

Thurs., Mar. 6 , 12:05 p.m.­
•Film: "South Africa Belongs 
to Us". Women in South Africa, 
featuring an interview with 
Winnie Mandela. (1980, 35 min.I 
Deveric, 1649 Barrington St. 

11 

7 p.m. Women and Techno­
logical Change. A film, three 
speakers, discussion. Labour 
Temple, 3700 Kempt Road. Call 
455-4419. 

Fri., Mar. 7, 12:05 p.m. - The 
Human Costs of the Housing 
Crisis. A booklet of case histo­
ries will be presented at Prov­
ince House by the MUMS 
(Mothers United for Metro Shel­
terl. Call 435-1567. 

2:30 p.m. After Graduation: 
The Reality of Women's Em­
ployment. Speakers and discus­
sion, sponsored by Dal Wom­
en's Alte rna tive, room 100, Dal­
housie SUB, University Ave. 
Call 425-1209 

I 

8 p.m.-Concert featuring 
Arlene Mantle and Four the 
Moment, followed by Dance 
YWCA, 1239 Barrington St. Ad­
mission $5 waged, $3 unwaged. 
Advance tickets: Red Herring 
Coop Books 

Sat., Mar. 8, 1-3 p.m.-Rally 
· and Parade. Rally and march 

for shelter, hea lth and employ­
ment. Everyone welcome. Bring 
your banners! Victoria Park, 
Spring Garden Rd ./South Park 
St. 7 p.m.-Film: "The Life and 

Death of Freida Kahlo". The 
story of this Mexican artist and 
activist (1976, 40 min.I Bell Au- ' 

. ditorium, N.S. College of Art & 
Design, 5163 Duke St. 

3-5 p.m.- Gallery Reception: 
"Second Sex, Third Sex" . A 
mixed medi.a insta llation by Pam 
Pike. Anna Leonowens Gallery, 
1891 Granville St. 
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4:30 p.m.- Films: "The Wil­
mar 8". Eight bank workers ini­
tiate the first bank strike in Min­
nesota (1981, 55 min.I "The 
Treadmill": an examination of 
the exploitive system of wome11 
doing piece work at home 11985, 
43 min.I Bell Audi.torium, N.S. 

College of Art & Design , 5 16 3 
Duke St. 

8 p.m.~InternationaJ Wom­
en's Day Women's Dance. 
YWCA, 1239 Barrington St. {\.d­
mission $2. 

For information on subsidized 
child care call 423-4841. 

A female town crier will bel­
low women's messages at the 
women's rally and parade and 
make daily announcements in 
downtown Halifax throughout 
the week. 

Posters $2, buttons $ 1, avail­
able at Red Herring Coop Books , 
1558 Argyle St. , Halifax. 

' 

t, 
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-~__,.__..;...___ _______ feature-.. 
Bryony House ✓provides a home 
for battered women 
by Martha McGinn 

I 

" . .. We have found that wife bat­
tering is not a matter of slaps and 
flying crockery. Battered women 
are choked, kicked, bitten, 
punched, subjected to sexual as­
sau/1, threatened and assailed with 
weapons. Their assailants are not 
simply men who have had a bad 
day, or drink and become tempor­
arily belligerent: they are men 
who, for whatever reason, behave 
violently towards the women they 
live with ... We have been given 
good reason to believe that every 
year in Canada one-tenth of the 
women who live with men as a 
couple, are battered. Society 
should not expect or tolerate such 
behavior. " 

-excerpt from the "Report on 
Violence in the Family" by the 
Standing C<?mmittee on Health 
Welfare and Social Affairs, House 
of Commons, Canada, 1982 

The Nova Scotia Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women 
lists numerous reasons women 
give for not doing anything 
about being beaten: they •are 
afraid that more y iolence will re­
sult; they are reluctant. to leave 
the man because he.is their only 
source of income; they think 

that the man will change; they 
feel guilty, or they just do not 
know where to turn, what to do. 

Halifax's Bryo ny House, , 
opened in 1978, was the first 
shelter in Nova Scotia for bat­
tered women and their children. 
Norma Profitt, Director of Bry­
ony House, says that since 1978 
the number of women seeking 
shelter there has increased 
steadily. 

In 1985, 232 battered women 
and 273 children used its facili­
ties, the majority of them com­
ing from the Halifax-Dartmouth 
metro area and Halifax County. 
Today there are also shelters for 
battered women in Sydney, New 
Glasgow, Yarmouth and Kent­
ville, with the possibility of a 
sixth shelter opening soon in 
Bridgewater. 

Bryony House, a member of 
the Halifax Transition House As­
sociation , provides basic food 
and shelte r for its residents for 
up to a period of six weeks . . 
However, the average length of 
stay is two weeks. Upon leaving 
Bryony, some women return to 
their home situations, while oth­
ers decide to try setting up a new 

' 

home-on their own or perhaps 
with another woman . A small 
percentage of ex-residents may 
choose to apply for one of the 13 
apartment units availabl e 
through W. Williams Non-Profit 
Housing Association. These 
units are for the specific use of 
Bryony House women, and their 
children, for a maximum period 
of one year. Although rent here 
is not cheap, women benefit 
from realizing they are not alone 
in their abusive situations. 
Neighbors use this to create th~ 
necessary support system, both 
practical-for instance, coop era­
tive baby-sitting- and emotion­
al. 

Seven Bryony House sta ff a re 
transition house workers. They 
counsel the women residents 
and design and conduct resi­
dence meetings and education 
programs. Counselling is done 
on ·a one-to-one basis. It may fo. 
cus on giving general legal infor­
mation such as "peace bonds", 
w hich are a form of protect ion 
th rough the Family Courts for 
the woman and her children. 
Emotional-support counselling 
is also given. 

Monday night is "Group 
Counselling" at Bryony. The 

-------HOUSE-------~ 
Adsum's Annual Open House 
Thurs., March 6 
2-4p.m. 
Adsum House, 2421 Brunswick 
St. , Halifax 

Record and Book Sale 
March20-22 
Scotia Square 
Donations of books 1nd records 
can be left at Adsum House, 

Annual Meeting 
Tues., March 18 
7:30 p.m. 
St. Reter 's Parish Centre, Maple 
St., Dartmouth 

The Association- for Women's 
Residential Facilities will hold 
its annual meeting and election 
of officers as noted above. This 
meeting is opel\ to all members 
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of the Association and interested 
persons. 

Adsum House is an emergency 
shelter for homeless women op­
erated by the Association for 
Women 's Residential Facilities, 
and is funded by per diem fees, 
grants from municipal, provin­
cial and federal agencies, a nd 
donations from individuals and 
groups. 

women share and channel the i_r 
immediate fee lings and expen · 

Tuesday evening offe rs ences. ,. 
0

. 
an " Educatio n Program · is­
cussions are geared towards sub­
jects such as myths about bat: 
tered wives; why men _patte r, 
the historical roots of w if~ ba~­
tering and the ways in wh17h it 
has been perpetuated by so,c1e ty ; 
options for w omen {for example,_ 
legal protection , day ca:e, start­
ing out on your o~n}; films and 
husbands co unselling. On Wed­
nesday r.ight, a woman ':'olun­
teer lawyer talks on legal 1ss~es 
o r gives a specific presentation 
o n legal a lternatives for ba tte red 
women such as divorce o r separ­
ation, child custody issues, 
maintena nce, access, property 
and court appea rances. Profitt 
says there is a roste r o f such 
community wom en lawyers. 

And w hat of the children stay­
ing at Bryony House? Tw o fu ll­
time child-ca re worke rs {gradu­
ates of the Mo unt) conduct a 
daily , professio nal chi ld-care 
program w hich invo lves c re­
ative activities cente red around 
the children's needs. Profitt 
stresses the p rogram is n o t j ust a 
baby-sitting o ne. 

Bryon y House has a vo hrn tecr 

Board of Directors and co"' . 
t b h

. , .. m,t. 
ee mem ers 1p, and volunt 

f . eers 
are o ten ex-residents lnex . · pen. 
enced volunteers, no matt 
h ·11· er ow w1 mg, are not conside d 
suitable to deal with battered 

P f
. re 

women. ro 1tt says she receives 
ge~erous offers from local wom­
~n to cou_nsel. .All thirteen staff 
mteract directly with the wome 
and children. n 

Profi tt feels society's attitudes 
to w ife battering is that "these 
women are di_fferent : .. they 
come from weird relahonships . 
. . they are lower-class". The 
fact is that battered women 
come fr~m all walks of life; they 
are ordmary women. Similar 
elements can be found in rela­
tionships of abuse as in relation· 
ships of_ n~n-~~use. By ignoring 
th ese s1mtlant1es, society dis­
tances itself from the battered 
woman. All attitudes, says Pro­
fitt , a re related to the vvay in 
wh ich women and men are so­
c ialized to interact. Wife batter­
ing is connected to our social 
s t ructure-it is not just an isolat• 
ed incident. 

-,. ·.,,.::;:-i~ J I /.--:.7' 
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Mount's Women's Week events 
Wed., Mar. 5-lnternational Day of Prayer, Eva­

ristus Chapel, 4:15 p.m. Speaker: Brenda Wallace 
Allen, Director of Christian Education, Woodlawn 
United Church. All welcome. 

Thurs., Mar. 6-Women and Advertising, Seton 
Aud. A, 7:30 p.m. Speaker: Joan Semple, Media­
Watch. Film: Killing us Softly. 

Vinnie's Pub, 3:30 - 6:00 p .m. Singer: Michael 
Coon~y 

Fri., Mar. 7-Women's Day Rally, Seton Aud. A, 
12:15 p.m. - 1 :30 p.m. Speaker: Louise Dulude, 
Vice-President, National Action Committee on the 
Status of Women. Singer: Mary DeWolfe. Open 
reception at the Art Gallery. 

Mon., Mar. 10-Pub Night Film, Vinnie's Pub, 7:00 
p .m., Desperately Seeking Susan. 

Sun., Mar. 9-Alumnae Candlelight Coffee 
House, Vinnie's Pub, 7:30 p .m. Open to all stu­
dents. 

Wed., Mar. 12-Wornen and Civil Liberties, 
Seton Aud. A, 7:30 p.m. Speaker: Dr. Thelma 
McCormick, Chairperson, Women's Studies De­
partment, Mount S'aint Vincent University. Recep­
tion to follow. All welcome. 
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GRADUATE STUDIES 
IN 

POLITICAL SCIENCE? 
Consider an M.A. Program at 

Wilfrid Lauder University with a concentration in 
Political Administration or Canadian-American Studies 

• Individual attention 
• Small classes 
• Teaching assistantships 

and scholarships 
• Excellent locations in 

the heart of Ontario 

For more information write: 

The Dean. Faculty of 
· Graduate Studies, Wilfrid 
Laurier University, 
75 University Ave. W. , 
Waterloo, Ont. N2L 3C5. 

,. 



Women: . Together Today 

Featuring: Guest Speaker Louise Dulude, Vice­
President, National Action Committee on the 
Status of Women 

Deborah Poff, Women,s Studies Department, 
Mount Saint Vincent University 

Singer: Mary Dewolfe 

Rose Adams, Town Crier, International 
Women,s Week 

Sponsored by the Mount Saint Vincent 
Student Union 

Mount Saint-Vincent University 
Seton Academic Centre 
Aud ito rium c 
Friday, March 7 
from 12:15 to 2 p.m. 

Rally for International 
Women's Day 
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