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NOT CENSORSHIP 

The PICARO has turned a students' complaint 
into a censorship issue. It is not censorship when 
students voice their disapproval. Censorship exist 
when laws are created to prohibit or ban content. 
There is no law to stop anyone from publishing 
anything. That's OK. 

The PICARO is a forum for the students at the 
Mount. Students expect to be represented in the 
paper, expect the editors to follow its disclaimer 
and expect to be given a fair hearing. 

The PICARO has the editorial privilege to reject 
material which is libellous, sexist, racist or 
homophobic. They are not exercising that privilege. 

If YOU don't like the content of any article then you 
have the right to complain and the PICARO has an 
obligation to respond. 
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CENSORED 

MEAL PL~ 
/ 

by Robert Batherson 
When the Mount adopted 

a new meal plan and cafeteria Mou 
structure in September, many stu- is als< 

On January 30, 1996, a small group of students decided that 
some material in this issue of The Picaro was offensive and took 
away your right to read it. This group collected all the issues of 
the paper, dumped them into garbage bags and returned them to 
The Picaro office. They were accompanied and supported by Joe 
Strolz, your student union president. Joe was there after an 
emergency meeting,(with select members of Student Union 
Executive) regarding the content of the paper. 

dents - especially in residence on car 
- were concerned wi th the rent n 
changes. The meal plan switched stude1 
to a debit card system, food prices plan. 
increased and the Rosaria cafete-

We at The Picaro feel this is censorship. 
ria adopted a food court set up. was H We realize that the material is not the most conservative in nature 

' For each meal, students pie w 
on a meal plan would present didn' t however it is not, in our opinion , prejudicial to any group. We 
their debit card, in reality a mag- weret 
netic band on the back of their 
student identification card. The who 1 

cashier deducts the cost of the worr. 
meal from the cash amount re- meal 

encourage you to read the paper and let us know what you think. 
This is your student paper, you decide what's in it. Your voice 
in the student newspaper is your submission. 

maining on the student's debit enou~ 

card. on~ 
January 1995: the con-

cerns are still there. But students peop 
are happy with the reduced says 

The Picaro welcomes feedback, comments and article 
submissions. 

lineups, the variety of food and 
the flexibility of the plan. 

"The old system was me
chanical. You would get in line, 
have a choice between two meals and 
and that was it," says Isabelle week 
Roger, a fourth-year Public Re-
lations student who uses the meal dents 
plan. "With the new system, the -ca 
food court offers an incredible the p 
variety of food . Last year, we is 
paid for two choices." Mac 

MACLEAN'S SURVj 
by Andrea Bannister 

The results are in - the the s1 
Maclean s university ranking sys
tem is flawed and too costly says 
education officials. 

"We still have some prob
lems with it," said Dr. Averlyn 
Pedro, the Coordinator of Insti
tutional Research at the Mount, 
as she flipped through the maga
zine's fourth annual university 
issue. Although the survey has 
improved, some aspects still pe
nalize schools unfairly, she said. 
The Mount placed ninth in a field 
of 19 universities in the Prima
rily Undergraduate category this 
year. 

"Maclnm ·~· doesn' t take 

cessit 
it. Maclean 's is j udging univer
sities through the trad itional 
mould. More and more univer
sities are progressing from this, 
but Maclean's is not."" 

The Mount welcomes 
part-time students. The total stu
dent population of3,602 includes 
1,418 part-time students who 
generally take longer to complete 
a degree. But Maclean s consid
ers only those who finish a de
gree within five years as gradu
ates of a university. 

Maclean 's also gave the 
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percentage of the total bud gel and 
that's penalized," said Pedro. 

Linda Nichol, a Re_search 
Officer at Dalhousie, also ex
pressed concern with Maclean 's 
ranking system. Dalhousie 
placed sixth out of nine schools 
in the medical/doctoral category. 
According to Nichol, Maclean s 
refused to look at the Novanet li
brary system when calculating 
the number of holdings per stu
dent. Novanet, which connects 
the libraries of nine Maritime in
stitutions, allows students to take 

out books at other universiti '. 
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selves. Tl1ls year we respondea 
with a list of awards, especially 
facu lty awards that should be 
looked at." 

The Education Editor of 
Maclean 's, Victor Dwyer, de
fended the magazine's university 
issue. He compared the ranking 
system to the practice professors 
and teachers use to grade tl:ieir 
students. 

"It's only a ranking of 20 
to 22 things. We tell the readers 
and the students who read it that 
you're only looking at that," he 
said. '1That' all we're aying. 
Wo'r not l lling you whtm.~ ch 


