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The Honourable 11wmas Berger. best known to Canadians for his work 
with rhe McKenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry , told a Mount audience recently 
about his idea of Canada. A special luncheon was held in_ his honour, in 
Vinnie's Pub just before the lecture. L to R: Mount Pres,_den t, Dr. £. 
Margaret Fulton; Honourable Thomas Ber~~r; Sr. Pamc,a Mull,.ns. Dean of 

•
anities and Sciences; and /van Blake,_ d1rector of the Mounts co-operative 
orion program and lecturer in Canad1011 Studies. 

Thomas Berger's Canada 
"Canada is a more likely prototype 

for the world of the future tha n the 
United States ... because we do not 
sha re the U.S . goa l of integrat ion
we believe in diversity." 

The Honourable Thomas Berger 
ta lked about his idea of Canada at 
one of the Mount's public lectures 
recently . " The opportunity to b~. 
different ma kes us what we are, h7 
sa id , and praised Canadians' capacity 
for tolerance and their lack of 
belligerence. is "Ca nada isn't a nation sta te • 
two nations, " he sa id. Pointing out 
that there cou ld be no easy consensus 
in thi s country, he said "of course ,t 
would be eas ier if we a ll spoke the 
sa me la nguage. were a ll wh ite and 
a ll of the sa me re ligion. Bui ''.'.e 
should embrace our divers ity. 

Berger, a man who has _fi erce ly 
defended the right s of native peoples 
a nd minorities in this cou nt ry . 
be lieves. like North rup Frye, thal . 

k hi s ideas through lllS 
"man mu st see .. r er said 
socia l inst llut,ons. Be g . ' 
"Some peop le think Ca na_d_a s. 

. t ,·,es in the ut11lzallon of 

-

,evcmen • . . . 
, ll'a l resources . but I th mk ,1 s . 

:ore-there is a distinct'.;c Canadian 
inte llect ual contr ib ut ion . 

He sa id th at Ca nadians have 

" never gone in for mindless 
patriotism . We never even had a 

national flag until the 1960's! But I 
don't mind tha t- there are too many 
national flags in the world ." 

He mainta ined that our Charter of 
Rights takes us beyond the United 
States Bill of Rights, and gave as an 
exa mple, that rights and freedoms in 
Canada are guaranteed eq ually to 
male a nd fem ale. This is not the case 
in the United States. 

Canada, he said , a lso has a 
generous attitude towards refugees. 
"The la rgest number of boa t people 
ex pelled from Vietnam wenl lo 
Chin a ," he sa id. "but Canada look in 
a large r number per ca pita than a ny 

(Continued on page 7) 

Universities Co-operate 
in Library Network 

After severa l years of discussions 
a nd draft proposals , the recent 
approval of one recommendation 
from the Council of Metro University 
Librarians is a step toward a network 
of regional a nd , eventua lly, wider 
s ignificance, says Mount ch ief 
librarian Lucian Bianchini . 

At the February meeti ng of the 
Interuniversity Committee on Co
operation, metro university presidents 
approved a recommendation for the 
estab lishment of a management 
board and the preparation of a draft 
agreement for NOV ANET, a 
proposal for linking the libraries of 
the Mount , Dalhousie University. the 
Technical University of Nova Scotia. 
Saint Mary's University and the Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design , a nd 
for automating their functions . 

When the system is operationa l, 
this wi ll mean that a simple search 
with a computer keyboard could tell a 
person that a certain book is or is not 
ava ilable at the Mount li brary, is at 
Saint Mary' s University, for instance, 
a nd could a lso inform the user that 
the book is on loan until a certai n 
date . Resources of a ll five libraries 
would be consolidated in one data 
base, and immediately accessible to 
a ll on- line users . 

The individual libraries have been 
developing their own in-house systems 
over the past few years; so, much of 
the work has a lready been done- it is 
a matter now of integra ting the 
systems. The Mount currently has 
a lmost 72,000 records in it s data 
base, a nd 71 per cent of it s total 
holdings. Bi anchini says. 

Any library which uses the Lib rary 
of Congress classification system 
could make its data base compa tible. 
The research library at the Bedford 
Insti tu te of Oceanography and other, . 
for example . use the same system . 
Even if libraries are not on the sa me 
system , they (or a ny other institution) 
cou ld insta ll computer termin a ls to 
search NOVANET. 

All thi s, of course. is sti ll remote at 
this point. So fa r. on ly the 
reco 111111 cndation to set up the board 

and draft a lega l agreement have 
been approved . At the March 
meeting of the presidents, the 
implemen ta tion schedule will be 
discussed. 

Bianchini says ii is hoped that the 
board-made up of chief librarians of 
the five institutions, one academic 
vice-president, a representative from 
lnterunivers ity Services Inc., one 
from the Committee on Interuni
versity Computer Co-ordination and 
an acting manager-will be in place 
within a couple of months and that 
NOV ANET wi ll be operational by the 
Fall of 1986 . 

Mount president Dr. E. Margaret 
Fulton says, " since the heart of any 
university is its library, it is essentia l 
to provide for our students the best 
library services possible within the 
limitations of our total university 
budget. This system will g ive Mount 
students the sa me library advantages 
of students on la rger campu ses. My 
hope is that we can persuade both 
governments a nd funding agencies to 
provide the finances necessary to 

(Continued on page 2) 

Sixty Years 
Of Memories 
by Ruth Jeppesen 

• • • 
A highligh-t of the Mount's history 

was when it became a member of 
what is now ca lled the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Ca nada, 
acco rding to Sister Francis d' Assisi, 
who was pres ident of the co llege here 
from 1954 to I 965. 

She said tha t during the Second 
World War presidents of some of the 
biggest universit ies in Canada formed 
an organization to develop a united 
front for govern ment in connection 
with the Reserve Officers' Training 
Corps and other considerat ions for 
the war. But afte rwa rd, they rea li zed 
the organiza tion had a not her 
function - that of accrediting 
universities and colleges in Canada. 
T he or igina l organization only 

(Comi1111ed on page 4) 
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Profile 

Joan Lownie 
Joan Lownie had a soft spot for the 

Mount years before she became 
t ranscript records clerk in the 
Registrar' s Office in August 1981. 

"While I was still living in the 
Va lley I was very familiar with what 
the Mount was doing and I'd been to 
the 1975 Internation al Women 's Year 
Conference here ," she says. 

At that time her husband was 
stationed at Greenwood with the 
Canadian Armed Forces while Lownie 
was selling real estate and bringing 
up their four children. She was very 
much involved in women's groups 
such as the Cathol ic Women 's League 
(she was president) ; a nd the 
town council in Greenwood. 

After her husband retired from the 
forces , they moved to Ha lifax and 
Lownie applied for the job she now 
holds. " It' s a very busy office, " she 
says, "which is what I like about it. 
T here's plenty of contact with the 
public as well as the students, a nd I 
have a gra nd bunch to work with ." ' 

She ha d only been here a couple of 
years when she was elected president 
of the Moun t's staff association 
(1983-85) which , she says . also 
enta iled a lot of work , which included 
negot iating and genera l everyday 
e mployee relat ions. " T he fi rst yea r I 
was president of the Staff Association 
was a d ifficu lt b ut reward ing one," 
she says, "i n spi te of the government 
wage freeze." 

LIBRA R Y NETWORK/ram page I 

make the system operative as soon as 
poss ib le." 

A formula has been devised fo r 
operat ing costs of the system, with 
t he Mou nt' s share est imated at eight 
a nd one-half pe r cent per year . T he 
form ula was based on such things as 
lib rar~ usage a nd collection size. as 
well as institut iona l-related factors 
such as enrolment. 

The integra ted system would serve 
multip le purposes- it would not only 
increase the present data base and 
provide for a utomation of routine 
library operations b ut would also 
estab li sh a communication system to 
link the five universities, initially, and 
allow for expansion in the future . 

In Ha lifax she's a lso been involved 
in fund rai sing for Bryony House a nd 
she belongs to the Canadian Catholics 
for Women's Ordin ation . 

"I've a lways had a sense that there 
shou ld be equali ty between the 
sexes ," she says . "As for the Catholic 
Church, I can't see why this can't be 
extended to the Church. wh ich should 
be reflecti ng society. but doesn't!" 

Lownie feels ve ry strongly about 
feminism and this is why she holds 
her views regarding wo men in the 
priesthood . "The priestly ro le is 
partly nurturing, partly educat ional 
and partly spiritua l. " she explains
a ll woma nly attributes . She's a lso 
agreeable to priests ma rrying 
although she feels that if this was 
a llowed it might make it harder for 
women to become priests beca use 
more men would become ordained! 

Although only one of the Lownie 
chi ldren is still at home , (their 15-
year-old daughter) life is st ill very 
busy for the couple. Both are 
supporters of the New Democra ti c 
Party and are involved in volunteer 
work with that party. Lownie and her 
husband of 26 years are av id fans of 
the Nat iona l Film Board a nd 
Wormwood cinemas and Lownie will 
sti ll , of course, be involved with the 
s taff association as past president. 
She also has ties with WUSC (World 
University Services of Canada) and is 
hoping to become involved with a 
choir again before too long . She used 
to belong to the Chebucto Singers but 
became too busy to continue . " Maybe 
I'll join the Mount Choir nex t year ," 
she says. 

The Lownie's three sons are living 
away from home. the eldest is a 
neuro-surgery resident of the Royal 
Victoria Hospita l in London , Onta rio; 
another is taking his Master' s Degree 
m computer science at University of 
T oronto a nd the third son is studying 
computer science at Da lhousie 
University. 

Lownie says she·s impressed by 
what the Mount is doing fo r women 
and feels that "Or. Fulton has done a 
rea ll y good job. " 

Only once . she says . in her three 
a nd a ha lf years here. has she had a n 
inq uiry as to whether the Mount was 
"a girl 's school!" 

Olympics and 
The Media 

T he Internat iona l Congress on 
Olympics a nd the Medi a will be he ld 
at the University of Ca lga ry, Febru ary 
16-2 1, 1986 . The conference will 
cover such topics as the histori ca l a nd 
fu ture roles of the media. marke ting 
a nd cul tura l concerns; and will try to 
b rin~ together perspectives of 
O lympic offi cia ls a nd orga ni za tions. 
med ia p ract itioners a nd concerned 
academ ics. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to the 
congress is reques ted to sub mi t a n 
abstract of 200-500 words before 
April I , 1985. 

"No Child Has Died In 
The Last Four Weeks" 
The Mount comm unity will be 

happy to know th a t the supplies of 
food , drugs and equip ment that we nt 
on the Ethiopia Airlift a t Christ m as 
are working miracles with the 
children in Gode where two feeding 
centres were estab lished a ft er the 
arriva l of the Canadia n food 
supple ment. 

In a telegram to Ethiopia Airlift 
based in Halifax , Or. Kla us Hornet z . 
who heads the Lutheran World 
Federation medical team in south 
Ethiopia, said: " Seventy-five per cent 
of the chi ldren (in G ode) are ga ining 
weight in the program. No chi ld has 
died in the last four weeks. Let the 
people who have g iven their money to 
Ethiopia Airlift know that they have 
helped to achieve this ." 

On February 11 and 18 an airlift of 
high-priority drugs went to Ethiopia 
at the request of Or. Hornetz . 

Included were tetracycline a nd 
intravenous fluids to fight cholera. 

On the Move 
Dr. Chris Lucarotti, of the Biology 

Department , gave a seminar recently 
to the Microbiology Department of 
Dalhousie University entitl ed 
" Microbi al control of mosquitoes and 
blackflies". In the seminar , he 
discussed the use and potential use of 
~iruses , bacteria , protozoa and fungi 
tn the control of these important 
vector insects. 

***** 
English professor Renate Usmiani 

was invited to participate in a "think 
tan~ we_ekend" recently at Guelph 
Umvers1ty, to start planning fo r a 
projected Oxford Companion to 
Canadian Drama and Theatre. 
Publication date has been set by 
O xford University Press for the Fall 
of 1987. 

Professor Usmiani has al so 
participated in a meeting of the 
Ca nadian Editor ial Board of the 
World Encyclopedi a of Contemporary 
Theatre, a project of UNESCO and 
the International Theatre Institute· 
a nd delivered a paper at the 13th ' 
annu a l Modern Litera ture Conference 
in Louisv ille, Kentucky. Her paper 
was entit led "With Mop and Bucket 
Against the World: Anton ine 
Maillet' s La Sagouine , a Study in 
Multi -Level Alienation" . 

***** 
Dr . Melodie Conlon . Assistant 

Professor in the Moun t's Home 
Economics Department. was one of 
50 women attending a Ja nuary 
workshop on women and 
development, held at Sa int T homas 
U niversity. Fredericton . 

Although there is presently littl e • 
cholera in the a rea. Dr. Hornet z. 01, 
the basis of his experience in 
Southern Et hiopia . be lieves it is only 
a matter of time befo re the epidemic 
in the north spreads to the south . For 
th a t reason . it is essential to be 
prepared and have the means of 
treatment on hand. 

Other drugs which Dr. Hornetz 
needed were included in the 
sh ipment. 

Ethiopia Airlift is a cha rita b le. 
non-pa rti san orga niza ti vn fo unded by 
concerned Canadians determined to 
provide effective a nd early ass istance 
to the people of Ethiopia. They were 
responsible for the shipment at 
Christmastime of 180,000 pounds of 
desperate ly needed food and medica l 
supplies. 

The Mount. with the help of many 
local suppliers. sent hundreds of 
bowls, fork s, spoons, a nd other 
eq uipment needed fo r the feeding of 
chi ldren. 

Dr. Joyce Kennedy, Assistan t 
Director of the Centre for Continuing 
Education, gave a talk on The 
Adolescent in Adult Fiction at an in
house for high school teachers held at 
D artmouth High School on February 
14. 

***** • Professor Jim Macaul ay of the 
Business Administrat ion Department 
is giving a workshop , Managi ng 
People More Effec ti ve ly, at the 
Advanced Management Centre, 
Da lhousie University. 

***** 
Dr . Ram Seth , chai r of the 

Economics Department, will be giving 
a paper, "Clu steri ng of Ca nadia n a nd 
French Indu stri a l Customers by the 
Shapes of Their Load Curves" , at the 
Internat ional Conference of the 
At lant ic Economic Society to be held 
in Rome later thi s month. Dr. Wendy 
MacLean from the same depart ment 
will a lso present a paper. 

***** 
Or. Patrick O'Neill , Modern 

Languages Depa rtment. has had 
three papers published : "Refl ections 
in a Cracked Mirror: Canadia n 
Orama in World War Two• · in 
Ca11adia11 Drama; "Ca nadiana 
Deposited in the British Museum 
Library between 1895 and 1924," in 
British Libra,y Occasio11al Papers 
No. l - Ca11adia11 Studies; a nd 
"Austra lia n Copyright Deposit 
Collect ions in the I 9th Century , .. in 
the Australia11 Hisrorical Associatio11 
B11 /leti11. 

***** 
G raham Melson . who ta ught pa. 

time in the History Department first 
semester. has an ex hibit of drawings 
a nd pa intings a t the Saint Mary's 
U niversity Art Ga llery until Ma rch 
30 . 

Opinion 
by lva11 Blake 

~-dressing the House of Commons 
rn 1952 , the Minister of Transport, 
Hon. Lionel Chevrier was 
unequivoca l; " the essenti al reason fo r 
public development of telev ision in 
this country is that we want ... both 
popular programs and cultura l 
programs to be produced in Canada. 
by Ca nadians, a bout Canada ." Yet 
thirty years la ter so notable a figure 
in Canadia n telev ision as A. W. 
Johnson ascribed the silent slide into 
the Americanization of (Canadian) 
television "to a failure of will on the 
part of Canada's po li cy makers. " 
Even so, says Johnson, there may yet 
be hope the American iza tion of 
Canadian television will be arrested . 
" In ... recent yea rs a significant 
body of public leadership-found in 
the ra nk s of community leaders . and 
artists a nd performers , and cultural 
agencies across the country-has 
succeeded in putti ng the issue of 
Canadian te lev ision near the top of 
the public agenda ." Canada's 
universities , however , can claim to 
have contributed no leadership in this 
issue. 

If ever Ca nadia n telev ision 
ma nages, in the language of the I 968 
Broadcasting Act. to "safeguard , 

•
·ch and strengthen the cultura l, 
tical. socia l a nd economic fabric 

1...a nada," it will be no thanks to 
Canada's univers ities. We have 
(apparently by choice) become 
peripheral to the issue. a fact not lost 
on the Minister of Com munica tions. 
In Canada's latest broadcasting 
policy. mention of educationa l 
te levis ion a mong the categories to 
receive special assista nce is mos t 
noticeab le by its absence and before a 
Fin ancia l Post Forum on 
Broadcasting in Canada, Hon. 
Francis Fox made it clear the 
omission was not an oversight. 
Canada's universities are deemed to 
have little to contribute ... either to 
the debate about. or to the content 
of. Canadian broadcasting. And . it 
seems, we are reli eved to be cast in so 
minor a role . 

But things could be differen t. 
Universit ies , whose entire product is 
cultu ra l content , cou ld, I am 
convinced, help to transform . or at 
least to salvage . Ca nadian 
broadcasting . Wit h what
telecourses? Yes. I recognize that the 
fate of the telecourse in the U.S. does 
suggest ot herwise: the long- running 
a ssociation of CBS-T.V . and New 
York University has ended : the 

......:.1_iversity of Mid America has 

.apsed ; the Nat ional Association of 
~ucat 1ona l Broadcasters. the Jo int 

Council on Educational Telecommu 
nications and the Nationa l Public 

Service Network have a ll fallen on 
very lean times or fai led; a nd even 
the bi-weekly Adult a11d Co111i1111i11f? 
Ed11catio11 Today open ly speculates 
that televised college courses are a 
lost cause. The dismal performance 
of the telecourse in the U.S. is not 
the fault of te levision. however. 

"Television cou rse production" . 
wri tes Richard W . Smith, director of 
development projects at the Maryland 
Centre for Public Broadcasting , "has 
been in the ha nds of the wrong 
people making the wrong kinds of 
courses for the wrong reasons , 
courses that have usua lly been far 
more expensive than need be.·· 
Academics. offended by the cl aims of 
the "TV types", as Smith describes 
them, by the argument tha t the 
" look" of televis ion must take 
precedence over the we ll -prepared 
lecture, abandoned the field to 
television people "who seldom cared 
what the subject of the course was as 
long as the pictures were pretty a nd 
the camera cuts a·rtful." But TV 
people ignored what network news 
directors and Madison Avenue have 
known for a long time, that it takes a 
we ll-prepared , knowledgeable and 
intelligent speaker to engage the 
mind and the attention of the viewer. 
"It may well be," suggests Smith , 
that in developing TV courses. "the 
inexpensive, well-done lecture wi ll , 
with proper campus support. be more 
effective and more acceptab le to 
students th an a ll of the hoopla 
te lev ision today." 

If things are to be different, if 
instructiona l television is not to be 
"the plaything of a few enthusiasts of 
audiovisuals". every uni versi ty must 
take a role in producing television 
courses and faculty must insist that 
the terms, philosophy and objectives 
accord ing to which television is 
utili zed are consistent with the 
university 's philosophy and objectives . 
Faculty should not accept the 
conventional TV wisdom. Three 
remote crews and a ha lf a million 
dollar budget wi ll not prod uce more 
effective instruction than a well 
prepared lecturer. The setting for the 
course need be no different from its 
normal loca tion . There need be no 
more visua ls than would normally be 
the case. The lecture need be neither 
scripted nor taped . The course must. 
however. abide by the standards 
estab li shed fo r on-campu s courses 
a nd be d irected to the particu lar 
a udience it s non-televi sed ve rsion was 
designed to se rve . The form a nd 
content of televi sed courses should be 
determined by the fo rm and content 
of non-telev ised courses. a nd by the 

philosophy and objectives of the 
originating institution . 

Televising courses should enh ance. 
not distort the programs universities 
provide to the communities they were 
conceived and are funded to serve. 
Our choices regarding the utilization 
of television never were technological 
as some people may have tried to tell 
us they are. Our choices always were 
pedagogical, indeed philosophical. I 
am even tempted to say. ideological. 
You might say I am calling for a kind 
of a people's (that is, facu lty) struggle 
inside the university to ensure the use 
to which television is put a nd the 
form its use takes do not exclude 
most facu lty (as is the case with over
expensive, over-produced telecourses) 
but are instead determined and 
overseen by faculty. 

The need to develop on each and 
every campus an a ppropriate 
instructional television policy is, I 
suggest, urgent. Despite their dismal 
performance in the U.S., 
conventional telecourses are crossing 
the border and Canadian faculty are 
being urged to 111rap-aro1111d an 
American product. If, however, all 
faculty on every campus examine the 
ramifications of the toady's role a few 
of their colleagues are being pressed 
to play. I am sure the practice would 
cease. But the rea l problem I see in 
post-secondary instructional television 
is not in fact the danger of 
Americanization as it is in every other 
television programming category; it 
would seem the days of the U.S. 
conventional telecourse are 
numbered . No, the real danger in this 
country is from within . 

The danger is posed by Canada's 
own publicly supported educationa l 
te levision dinosaurs. They blunder 
about the educat ional spectrum 
producing post-secondary telecourses 
this minute, pre-schoolers 
programming the next ; they stumble 
back and forth across the line 
between credit course offerings and 
enterta inment in a real confusion of 
identities; and they wolf down scarce 
post -secondary educat ion dollars at a 
time when real educational 
institutions which serve rea l 
communi ties struggle with 
catastrophic underfunding . What is 
of grave concern to me is the fact 
that given sufficient funding by the 
Counci l of Ministers of Education 
(and it could only come out of the 
hides of the universities). they would 
very much like to crea te a national 
educationa l television system. ( I 
confess I would be fa r less concerned 
if I was assured thei r system would 
confine its acti vit ies to non cred it 
offerings: then they would only be a 

thorn in the side of the CBC). I 
gather the CRTC has a lready given 
its misguided blessing to such a 
scheme. Fortunate ly the Council of 
Ministers of Education has not; led 
by smaller provinces like Nova Scotia. 
the Council expressed concern that a 
national system would at this time 
preclude regiona l, provincial a nd 
local initiatives. But how long will the 
Counci l wait for such initiatives? You 
can be sure the four major educa
tional TV systems won ' t wait long; 
they can't-laggard performance is 
a lways best masked by the sp lashy 
diversion . 

Like sma ll congregations 
confronted by voracious eva nge lical 
TV preachers, Canada 's universities 
must spoil th e egyptia11s. We must 
utilize instructional television-but 
for our purposes, in communities we 
each know and serve best , and in 
ways consistent with our character 
and principles. If on every campus we 
engage in a debate concerning the 
appropriate uses and form of 
instructional te levision , if we press 
local cable systems and the CRTC to 
provide post-secondary education with 
adequate channel space, if we insist 
that locally produced instructional 
programming take precedence over 
out-of-region services, and if we insist 
that instructional television 's costs be 
consistent with other university-based 
community services-we will evolve in 
this country an instructional television 
system to reflect the many 
communities and regions our 
universities serve . 

When and only when our univer
sities are broadcasting inexpensive 
courses of particula r significance or 
interest to the communities each 
knows best should we proceed to 
create a university-controlled. facu lty
directed educationa l te levision 
consortium for the purpose of 
exchanging our programs. Such a 
system would, I am confident, at the 
same time " enrich and strengthen the 
cultural , politica l, social and 
economic fabric of Canada" as well 
as respect and reflect the cu ltural 
diversity of the communit ies which 
support and which are served by. our 
universities . 
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Editor ·s Note: lva11 Blake. Director ol 
the Co-operati1w Ed11catio11 Program . 
and part-time lecturer i11 Ca11 adia11 
S tudies at rhe Mo11111, was 
instr11 me11 tal i11 developi11[! th!' 
concept of video- tt!lec011fere11ci11f! ar 
this universitv. He was asked b1· t/1, · 
Associatio11 _ior Ca11adia11 Sf11dies to 
prepare the above for a special iss11,• 
of the ACS Ne 11·sle11er. 
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Alumnae Update 
The Mount Sa int Vincent Alumnae 

Association is making history. 
February 24 , 1985 marks the occasion 
of the signing of a for mal charter 
with the Toronto Branch of the 
association, officially recognizing the 
Toronto group as the first affili ate 
chapter located outside the Hali fax 
area. 

Toronto has always had a very 
active alumnae group , dating back to 
the 1920·s. The support provided by 
this group over the years has been 
significant. part icu larly in the area of 
fundraising-the Toronto alumnae is 
one of the staunchest supporters of 
the Alumnae Fall Fair, for instance, 
having regularly parcelled up and 
sent along donat ions for a number of 
years . As wi th other groups in 
metropoli tan centers across the 
country , the Development Office 
relied heavily on the efforts of local 
groups in laying the groundwork for 
ProJect One fundrai sing . The Toronto 
group has certainly been no 
exception. 

Most important , however , is the 
contribution made by the Toronto 
alumnae in maintain ing the ties of 
fn~ndship established by our a lumnae 
while here at the Mount. " It is most 
encouraging," remarks Mount 
:,resident , Dr. E. Margaret Fu lton , 

to note the development of alumnae 
cha~ters across the country and to 
realize that finally we are formi ng a 
strong network that will link the 
graduates of the Mount from the past 
and the present to the future". 

Alumnae association President 
Debbie Pottie Matheson is ' 
parti cul arly pleased to see the 
formalization of ti es with the Toronto 
group. For a number of years. the 
associat ion has made it a priority to 
develop a national scope for Mount 
alumnae representation on the 
a lumnae board of di rectors. " Now we 
are !ruly a national board", says 
Pott1e Matheson, "and this is only 
the beg inning". 

Long- range plans for national 
development include representation 
on the board of directors by all major 
centers of alumnae popu lat ion. 

At present, the Toronto group is 
represented on the na tional board of 
the associa tion by Stefa nie Pav lin , BA 
'52, elected to thi s position a t the 
1984 annual meeting of the 
associat ion. Alumnae associat ion past 
pres ident, and curre nt branch 
deve lopment chai rman, Barbara 
Watt, BA '81, has been work ing 
toward the atta inment of a nationa l 
scope for the alumnae fo r some time 
now. "The leadershi p exhibited by 
the Toronto Branch wi ll be a model 
for other areas to emu late" . she says. 

This i\ far from wishful thinking . 
since March 24. 1985 will mark 
another historic occasion for the 
Mou nt Saint Vincent Alumnae 
Association when another official 
signing wi ll take place and the 
Halifax Branch will become a long
awaited reality . 

Marion Kerans (right), co
ordinator for the International 
Women's Peace Conference to be 
held at the Mount in June, was 
presented with a cheque f or $1,000 
by Heidi Grundke of the Voice of 
Women to bring a woman from a 
developing country fo r the 
conference. The m oney was raised by 
selling tickets on a peace quilt, made 
by many women and put together 
under the experienced eye of 
Elizabeth Mu/lay of VOW. Designed 
by Sy lvie Pelt ier, the quilt f eatures 
white peace doves carry ing green 
branches. 
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included seven institutions. 
When the group wan ted to expand . 

it was look ing aro und and-Sister 
d'Assisi insists-Providence stepped 
in. Sister Francis Carmel, at the 
University of Toronto on a Mount 
a lumnae scholarship , became good 
fri ends with the woman now known 
as Mrs . Roland Michener. Nora. a lso 
a stude nt at the time, was the one 
who told Sister Carmel that the 
Nat ional Conference of Canadian 
Universities was looking for a co llege 
lo accredit and urged her to have the 
Mount ap ply. 

Being the smallest co ll ege in 
Canada, Catholi c and being a ll 
women besides , did not daunt the 
Mount - an app li cation was made 
and a team of three representat ives 
was sent to have a look. 

The three men arrived to find a 
sma ll college with no independent 
bui lding , no residence (on ly sha red 
with the Sisters' convent). and 
minimal faci lities in every way. sa id 
Sister d'Ass isi. 

But it DID have a facu lty- sisters 
with doctorate degrees in almost every 
fie ld-and a very progressive li brary. 
Dr. Kirkconnell, from Acadia 
Uni versity. checked first in the libra ry 
to see if it included any of his own 
books (which it did). 

One of the team was in terested 
main ly in music: a ll the Mount had 
was a few practice rooms; one was 
mainly interested in science: Sister 
d 'Assisi says she blushes when she 
thinks of the ONE microscope! 

However , they were impressed by 
many other things they saw at the 
Mount. Sister d' Assisi said , " l had 
warned the sisters before they came. 
to make absolu tely no pre tenses. Let 
them know we are aware of just how 
feeb le we are. But a lso let them know 
that we know where we' re goi ng . .. 

O n the bas is of whar the visiting 

com mittee had seen and the fact tha t 
the ,iste rs had plans fo r a new 
building. the Moun t was acce pted in 
the Nat ional Conference of Canadian 
Univcrsi1ics in 1949. 

Symposium Raises Questions 
More tha n 1,000 women turned 

ou t during the Mount's all -day 
symposiu m on the "Celebration of 
the Hea lthy Woman" and lett ers o f 
apprec iation were received from 
ma ny pa rticipa nts who had neve r 
been to the Mount ca mpus before 
a nd who looked forward to sim ila r 
events in the future. 

There was a down side to the 
event , howeve r, a nd the uni ve rsity 
came in fo r some nega ti ve c rit icism 
fo r a llowi ng such groups as the No va 
Scotia bra nch of Pla nned 
Parenthood and the Canadia n 
Abortion Rights Action League o f 
Ha lifax to se t up boo ths a long with 
othe r non-profit groups such as Birth 
Right to provide informa tion to the 
public . 

The subject was rai sed a t a recent 
mee ting of the unive rsity's boa rd of 
gove rnors when it was poin ted out 
that the Archdiocesa n Bulleti n (cir. 
18,000) was ca rrying a n a rticle which 
implied tha t the Mount . in a llowing 
these agencies to set up booths, was 
indica ting to the public tha t it was 
promoting the ir causes. 

University president Dr. E.M. 
Fulton told boa rd members that the 
symposium was co-sponsored by the 
YWCA and the Mount and the 
progra m had bee n the result of very 
serio us discussion a nd considera tion 
by staff of the student se rvices 
depa rtment which included a number 
of Sisters of Cha rity a nd women of 
the Catho lic faith . 

She sa id there was "noth ing on the 
progra m" tha t went against the goa ls 
a nd objectives of the Mo unt wi th it s 
Ca tholi c tradition. 

"The obliga tion of a uni ve rsity is 

to prese nt a va riety of poi nt s of view 
and hope that a thoughtful • 
exa minati on of a ll as pects of 
differe nt problems wi ll he lp lead 
people to the truth . None of the 
presenta tions were made with a ny 
intention of proselyti zing". she sa id. 

Dr. Fulton a lso pointed o ut tha t 
there were no worksho ps involving 
the contentious participants, only 
"sma ll booths which had informa ti on 
di splayed or material which could be 
ha nded out." 

Apart from the teleph one ca ll s a nd 
letters she rece ived which objected to 
a few of the part ic ipa nts, there were 
many ca lls. co mments a nd letters 
from those who were a pprecia ti ve of 
the event. "This wa s a lot of ha rd 
work on the pa rt of our staff - it was 
a tea m effort which included our 
chapla ins, our student counse llors, 
ou r hea lth , recrea tion a nd a thletics 
people. I am ve ry proud of them a ll 
and I a m sa tisfied tha t the un iversity 
gave good leadership to women and 
there was no intention in a ny way to 
depart from the tradition estab lished 
so well by the Siste rs of Charity." 

Boa rd members seemed sa tisfied 
with Dr. Fulton's presenta tion. Ma ny 
agreed tha t the a rticle, ca rried in the 
Archdiocesa n Bulletin . misrepresen
ted the fact s a nd regretted tha t the 
writer had not contacted anyo ne at 
the uni ve rsity before publica tion s~ 
1ha l a more ba lanced view could -.., 
presented. 

Dr. Fulton sa id she had dea lt with 
a ll ca lls a nd letters received and 
we lcomed those who wish to discuss 
the matte r furthe r, to contact he r at 
the university . 

A Chance To Blossom -Day School 
"A chance lo blossom" is one of 

the slogans used by the Doctor 
Franklin Pe rkins School, a small 
residentia l and day school for 
developmenta ll y di sab led childre n 
and adult s in Lancaster . 
Massachusetts . 

And this school may be a chance to 
b lossom for so me of the Mount ' s 
Chi ld Stu dy graduates. 

After hea ring Child Study 
Department cha ir Dr. Pa l Ca nning 
speak at the American Ortho 
Psychiatric annual meeting last May, 
representatives from the school 
contacted her to arrange a visit to the 
Mount. 

Dr. Andrea Spencer . Director of 
Programs and Dr. Ri chard Spencer , 
Executive Director will be on ca mpus 
on Wed nesday. March 6 to speak to 

~evera l of the Child St udy cla~ses a nd 

to give a publ ic presenr a ri on a r 7:00 
p.111 . in the Don MacNe il Room. 

Rosaria Centre. 
The purpose of their vi,i r i, lo 

"identi fy a pool of people who wo uld 
be interested in hu man se rvice, or 

supervisory pos itions. and/ or case 
management at the Doctor Fra nklin 
Perkins School. .. 

Anyone inte rested is invit ed to 
att end the even ing presentation . 

Letter to the 
Editor 

I thin k Th e Co 1111ectio11 is 
absolutely wonderfu l! I lea rn more 
abo ut the uni versity's overa ll acti vi ties 
from one issue than in a month of 
attending meetings (that 's not to 
criticize the necessary meetings 
either) . Keep up the good work and I 
hope you mail it widely. What an 
image you project at the Mount! 

After reading each issue I make at 
least three phone ca ll s or send memos 

fo r furth er in fo rmation . . For ,di nf ,. 
at rhe ga ll ery II is requn cd ,_e,1chng 

it helps us to keep plugge_d 111 10 the 
whole university community. 

Ma1J1 Sparling 
A rt Galle,y Director 

Dr. Muri e l Duc kworth. peace 
act ivist and lo ng- time d e fe nder o f 
women's ri g ht s. wi ll be the fea tured 
speaker a t a special Inte rn a tion a l 
Women's Day Ra lly a t M o unt Sa int 
Vi ncen t Unive rs ity o n Frid ay . M a rch 
8. 

Dr. Du ckworth , who was a warded 
the Order o f Can a da in 1983, ho lds 
honorary deg rees fro m M ount Saint 
Vincent. M cGi ll a nd Concord ia 
universities. a nd a lso received the 
Persons Awa rd in I 981. 

She is a n active m e m ber o f many 
organi za tio ns inc lud ing Amnes ty 
In ternatio n a l. The Vo ice o f W o m e n. 
Halifax Ecology Act ion Committee 
a nd the Pl a nne d Pa re nthood 
Associat io n o f H a lifax . 

Las t yea r she s pe nt som e time in 
the USSR with a Natio na l Film 
Board crew, dur ing the s hooting o f a 

.. 
on wo m e n in the peace 

,ement. This film , which wa~ 
duced by the W o me n' s S tud 10 o f 

the NFB, is d u e fo r re lease soon. , 
Her add ress wi ll be g iven at t_he 

Seton Acad e mic Ce ntre audito riu m 
during th e ra ll y whi ch begins at noon 
and continues until 1:30 p.m. 

Enterta inme nt wi ll b e provided by 
Clea ring By Noon Plus Two, a g ro up 
of six wo m e n . (Sa ndy Gree nberg , 
Rose Vaug h a n , M a rsh a La ke, 
Catriona T a lbo t. C hery l Ga ude t a nd 
Pa tricia Le rner) , who wri te a nd s,ng 
their own fe minis t a nd peace songs. 

"Touched" to 
Be Performed 
A tho ug ht-pro vo king p lay , . 
"Touched" by te phen Lowe. !s 
being prese nted by the Mo unt s 

D epartment o n Speech a nd Drama 
March 14, 15 a nd 16 in Sewn C 
Academic Centre . A udit orium · 

• · Goyec he and 
Marc 'leima. Pa tricia · . a short pre vie w 
Robecca Kneen gave •t s how in the 
at the recent comm um Y 
Art Gallery. . 

Pa tri c k O ' Neill a nd 
Produced b y DL D "Touched" 
· d b Ba rne unn . 

/2.recte Y d f the first time · erforme o r 
.1 ~~~!Ja . It tells the st o ry of people 

~vho a re left at ho me dunng wa rtime. 
W I.th t he everyd ay ba tt les. to cope 

WOMEN ARE! 

In the three days leading up to the 
ra lly-from M arch 5 to 7-a program 
o f films a nd discuss io ns will take 
p lace at the Mo unt a ll in keeping 
with thi s yea r 's theme "Wo me n 
Are! " . 

On Tuesd ay . March 5 , the film 
"All of Our Lives" will be shown in 
Seto n Aud ito rium Cat 7 p . m ., 
fo llowed by a discu ss ion with Dr. 
Susan Cl a rk. Dea n o f Hum an a nd 
P rofess iona l Development. 

On W ednesday. M a rch 6 . the re 
will be a display by wome n's 
vo lunteer o rga niza tio ns in Rosar ia 
Ce ntre from 10 a. m. to 3 p.m . , and 
the film "Not a Love Story" will b e 
scree ne d a t 2 p . m . in Se ton 
Audito rium C with Professor D eb orah 
Poff o f th e W o men ·s St ud ies 
Departme nt ho ldi ng a discuss io n 
a ft e rwards. 

On Thursd ay. M a rch 7, the film 
"Ki lling Us Soft ly" wi ll be show~ in 
Se to n Aud ito rium Cat 7 p.m . with a 
discussion by Judith Scrimger o f the 
Public Re lations D epa rtme nt to 
fo llow. 

A Coffeeho use wi ll be he ld in 
Vin nie's Pub fro m 9 p.m. until 
midnig ht the sa me evening wit h 
e nterta inme nt by C lea ring by Noon 
Plus Two. 

The M o unt communi ty and a ll 
o ther inte res ted m e mbers o f the 
pub lic are inv ited to a tt e nd the 
week's eve nts. 

T ick e ts a re ava ila ble a t the Art 
Ga llery or a t the d oo r . for $4 for 
a du lts. $3 for students a nd se nio rs. 

Enrolment Way Up In Science 
by S11::.a1111 e Drapeau 

More student s th a n ever before are 
working o n sc ience d egrees a t the 
M ount. Since 198 1-82 . the re has been 
a dra m a tic ri se. fro m 59 full -time 
science stude nts three yea rs ago to 
I 69 in 1984-85. 

Whil e a ll de pa rtme nt s in the 
university h ave see n large e n ro lment 
increases in the last three to five 
yea rs, the ga in in a rt s a nd science has 
been la rger. 

The number o f full -time science 
s tude nts h as risen from 8 .8 per cent 
o f full - time e nro lme nt in 198 1- 2 to 
12.8 pe r cent in 1983-84. A s imil ar 
increase has been seen in the 
Bachelo r o f Arts program . Bus iness 
a nd Ed ucat io n departme nt s have 
d rop ped their sh a re o f the s tu dent 
population in the sa me time period. 

The ri se in sc ie nce e n ro lme nt is the 
result of a complex se t o f factors. 
including the c urrent econo mic/ 
employment situ a tio n. t he return of 
c redibility to the sc ie nces as a field of 
s tudy, a nd an inc rease in the number 
o f women interested in the sc ience . 

- Employment Outlook-

In the peak o f its curre nt recession. 
Canada's unive rs it ies fi ll ed to 
overfl owing wit h s tudents faced with 
a bleak e mpl oy me nt p icture for 
youth. So me ca m e to uni vers ity 
looking for specific job sk ills and 
speci fic careers. Others ri sked the 
d ebt load of st ude nts loa ns hopi ng for 
b e tt e r employment prospects in three 
o r four yea rs. Wh atever their motives . 
more s tude nts are e nro lling in arts 
a nd scie nce progra m s. ignor ing 
c riti cis ms from the la te seventie that 
these degrees were d ead end 
ca reerwise. 

- Return of Credibility-

The sciences h ave seen a return 
to the cred ibility they o nce had as 
fields of st udy . 

Enro lme nt in science d egrees at the 
Mount dropped from a h ig h of 112 
fu ll -time stude nts in 1976-77 to a low 
in I 980-8 I of SO. 

"During this time ." says Si s te r 
Patricia Mullins. D ea n o f Humanities 
and cie nces at the M o unt . "stude nt s 
saw major cutbacks in the A A 
space program as a se rio us b low to 
career possibi lit ies . The m essage we nt 
out tha t P h Ds in sc ie nce were no 
longer neede d a nd th at f il tered down 
to the Bache lor of Scie nce level. .. 

Joh p rospec ts were h leak . D uri ng 
the late ~eventies the image that 
ho lde rs of Bache lo r of Science or 
Bache lo r o f Art s d egrees would wind 
up ha ng ing the ir diplo m as on the 
visor nex t to the ir tax i li cense was a 
pe rvas ive o ne. 

T he res urge nce of enrolment in lcs, 
career -orie nt ed d egree, ha, come 
p art ly fro m a rea li,a tinn th at 

c m p lnvcr, wi ll bl' a, ,·11 ncn1wct "ith ,1 

g radu ate ·s ability to work from a 
b road base of knowledge as they are 
with specific skills. 

Career o ri e ntation sti ll influences 
e nro lme n t a nd this is seen to some 
ex te nt in the scie nces. M o re students 
than ever before a re studying m ath. 
The permeation of compute rs in to 
every aspect of life has he ig hte ned an 
interest in th e study of math a nd 
computer studies. T he m ath 
department (which includes com p uter 
cou rses) m oved up from the tenth 
most s tu died subject at the Mount to 
the fifth in the two years between 
198 1-82 and 1983-84 . The rise in 
students st udying m a th . accou nts for 
part of the dramat ic r ise in science 
en ro lme nt. 

-Influx of Women-

Science is o nly just beginning to 
become an acceptab le field for 
women to st udy and work in , and this 
is showing itse lf in large increases in 
female science en rolment at the 
Mount. 

The Science Council o f Canada 
reported in 198 1 the need for m ore 
e nco u ragement for women to study 
science. Yet. even now , wo men are 
being counselled against p ursu ing 
science s tudies in some high schools. 

Mu llins says sh e is pleased to see 
som e progress b eing made . Society is 
fina lly gett ing over the myth that 
women can't compete in the sciences 
because of a biologica l difference 
fro m men. "Cultural and environ
m ental differences st ill exist though ," 
says Mullins, m aking it more difficult 
for women to become scientists. 

Large numbers of women are now 
studying in t he biom edical sciences 
but there is sti ll litt le enco u ragement 
for them to compete in the "man 's 
world" of the so-ca lled hard sciences 
o f physics a nd chemistry . Several 
lobby groups are working to cha nge 
this so that mo re women will accept 
e ngineering, the app lied ciences a nd 
h ig hly techn ical work as possible 
areas of study and work . 

Mullins is quick to warn women 
that a ca reer in the sciences will b e 
no "bed of roses" . The pressures of 
family life still m a ke it diffi c ul t fo r 
wo m en to be invo lved in resea rch. 
Mullins says t he time de mands of 
m otherhood a nd resea rch o ft e n cla h . 
" Scientific research canno t b e m o lded 
to a nine- to-five schedule: · sh e says . 

Mullins a lso la m e nt s the fa ct th at 
wo me n ca n still expect less 
profession a l adva n cem e nt a ft er 
gradu a t ion even th o ugh th ey work 
harder and perform better th an m en 
in u n iversity . 

A grnwing in terest of wom en in 
scient ific st u dy. a con ti nui ng poor 
economi c a nd employm ent c limate 
and a re newed recogni t ion of the 
need for broader based educat ion 
~ho ul d rc~ u lt in continued enrolmen t 
growth in ~cienc·e programs at the 
Mnunt . for at least a fe" year, to 
l' \lllll' 
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Computer Committee Plans 
Outlined For The Future 

Computers are quickly becoming a 
daily part of life for nearly every 
administrative department and 
academic faculty at Mount Saint 
Vincent University. Its computing 
faci lities have grown by leaps and 
bou nds since the origi nal computer 
was installed in 1974. 

The Bent report, a recently 
completed document on in ter
university computer co-operation 
among the Halifax universit ies, 
commended the Mount for its efforts 
in meeting the academ ic computing 
needs on campus. 

The report _;,as based large ly on an 
assessment of the current capabilities 
of the four larger universities. The 
Mount, surpris ingly, met its academic 
computing needs better than the 
others. The report showed the Mount 
as meeting nearly half what the Bent 
researchers considered optimum 
computing abilities . Saint Mary"s 
University came close to that but the 
report showed Dalhousie University 
as only meeting one quarter of its 
opt imum and the Technieal 
University of Nova Scotia as only 
meeting IS to 20 percent of its 
optimum . 

Student Access 

The report also applauded the 
Mount for its excellent student access 
to computing faci li ties. 

The report made recommendations 
on how the four could make better 
use of their computing faci lities 
through inter-university co-operation. 
Si nce its release, an inter-university 
computer committee has been 
established to look at possible act ion 
on some or a ll of those 
recommendations. 

The Bent researchers were 
impressed with the existence of a 
single computer committee at the 
Moun t and the fact that the 
committee was operating from a well
thought-out plan. The report noted 
t hat 11 computer committees were 
currently operat ing at Dalhousie . 

The plan on which the Mount's . 
computer committee bases its work 1s 
currently being revamped and a new 
five-year pl an is in the works. T he 
committee. with both academic and 
administrative representatives wi ll be 
attempting to assess and anticipate 
the computing needs of the entire 
university in the comi ng five years . 

Hardware 
Dr. Charles Ed munds. a member 

of the committee a nd of the Mount's 
math facu lty, says the plan is 
comprehensive in that it considers not 
on ly the hardware and software needs 
but the personnel and space that will 
be required as wel l. 

The plan is now nearing comple
tion, and by consulting with as many 
academic and ad ministrati ve offices 
as poss ible, the committee hopes to 
make as accurate a prediction as 
possible of what the university' s needs 
will be in the coming fi ve yea rs. 

Innovations such as a micro
computer lab, an electron ic ma il 
network , improved data bases for 
administrative and academic users, 
improved student access through 
more hardware and more " hands-on" 
learning opportuni ties, and on-line 
a rchivi ng are the kinds of things the 
committee is look ing at in developing 
the plan. 

A Problem 

For a ll the committee would li ke to 
see done , says Edmunds, budget 
restra ints are a lways a problem. 
" Idea lly, universities shou ld be 
leading the way in access to new 
technology in computing," he says , 
" but inadequate university funding 
usually means we' re fo llowing 
technology, not leading it." 

The committee is taking budget 
into serious account in developing the 
plan. One way is to look at cutti ng 
down waste in the system. 

Games players are not a problem 
at the Mount , says Edmu nds, but 
uneducated users are. Training 
workshops in keyboarding , basic 
computer etiquette , learning to log on 
and off properly and clearing unused 
files out of the memory could become 
mandatory as the number of users 
increases . 

Billing 

Edmunds says the committee is 
a lso considering b illing users over and 
above normal course usage as a way 
of recovering the costs of intentional 
and unintentional waste. The waste 
shows up not only in wasted 
computer ti me but materials as well. 
As an example, the computer cen tre 
ran out of paper in November and 
had to order more . T he amount 
original ly purchased would have done 
for a "normal" yea r's use . A lot of 
the waste, says Edmunds . is coming 
in the form of people using the 
computer facilities as a kind of pri~t 
shop and printing hundreds of copies 
of letters. newsletters , memos, etc. to 
hand out free . Billing would help cut 
out intentiona l misuse but it would 
a lso help make the unintentiona l 
waster realize the costs involved . 

The commi ttee has a tough job in 
front of it. try ing to meet the 
computing needs of the university and 
at the same ti me working within stiff 
fi nancia l constraints. T he fi ve-yea r 
plan which is to go before the 
university's senior ad min istrat ion in 
the com ing months will attem pt to do 
both . 

Dr. Joseph Gold, professor of English ar rhe University of Waterloo , told 
his audience at a recenr public lecrure ar rhe Mount that "unless rhe 
humanities become more humanistic and relevant , rhey will begin to disappear 
from universiry curricula." Ar a reception fo llowing his lecrure, he chau ed 
with Academic Vice President Dr. Pauline Jones and Dr. Ron VanHouren, 
Professor of Psychology , on rhe subject. 

Bring the Humanities Down To 
Earth - Says Gold 

"Unless the hum anities become 
more hum anist ic and relevant , they 
will begin to disappear from 
university curricula," Dr. Joseph 
Gold told a sma ll group attending 
Mount Sa int Vincent University' s 
public lecture series recently. 

Gold , a professor of English at the 
University of Waterloo , brought his 
message of a need for change in the 
humani ties in a lect ure ent itled 
"Deconstructing the Tower of Babel: 
Bringing Universities Down to 
Earth". He said it is time for 
educators to stop th inking in terms of 
cause and effect and to start looking 
at subjects as being interdependent in 
a dynamic system . 

Gold told the ga thering of largely 
faculty members that the biggest 
barrier against change was the system 
itself. He sa id humanities fac ul ty 
members see themselves as isolated 
from day-to-day life in the 
community, that somehow the 
mundane tasks of car ing for the less 
fortunate, of maki ng the humanities 
a socially useful tool need not be in 
the realm of the study of humanities. 

Using literature as an example, 
Gold said it was time for Engl ish 
faculty to stop imposing their version 
of the truth and allow the readers to 
interpret what they read . He sa id the 
wrong questions are being asked in 
literature. " We should not be asking : 
What does it mea n9 " he sa id . " but 
we must ask: How does it function? " 

This is not the first time adapta tion 
has been necessary. In the sixti es. 
when st udents asked how courses 
app lied to them, Gold believes that 

students were not ask ing to get rid of 
the classics, for example, they were ·
simply ask ing what relevance the 
classics had to their li ves . He said the 
question still ex ists today because it 
was not adequate ly answered then. 
Unfortun ately "relevant" was 
mistaken for "contemporary" and the 
content of courses was conte mpori zed 
without rethinking the question of 
relevance. 

" It is time now," Gold sa id . "for a 
second order change. It is time to 
ask: Whal does it do? How does the 
reader access it? Of what use is it ?" 

There was some good news fo r the 
audience in Gold's message as well. 
He noted that the emergence of cross
disciplinary thought in courses such 
as bioethics and bibliotherapy was 
evidence of the beginnings of systemic 
thought. Gold a lso applauded . 
universities which are implementing 
interdisciplinary programs such as 
women's studies or ethn ic studies for 
looking at the impact of a subject on 
a broader societa l group . 

Gold finish ed his presentation with 
an acknowledgement that in the 
present university system , the changes 
he is advoca ting wi ll be difficult to 
implement , particularly in the larger 
universities where disciplines are 
more isolated from each ot her. He 
said it wou ld requ ire ingenuity and 
persistence on the part of hun:an1tie
fac ulties to make the needed change 1 

Jn hi s inn ovative course on 
Bibliotherapy. at Wa terloo 
Uni versity. Gold exa mines t he 
rela tionship between read ing and 

emotional we ll -being. 

Playhouse Never Rests on Laurels 
The Mount Playhouse never rests 

on its laurels. After three highly 

•
essful seasons. a ll comp letely sold 
each summer. the orga nizers 

might have been forgiven for sticking 
to a tried and true fo rm at. But not 
so. 

For the I 985 season, the Playhouse 
is going to "theme" its production 
nights. Professor Renate Usmiani of 
the Mount' s English Department. is 
back at the helm this yea r and says 
that "themed" evenings wi ll give an 
added sophistication to the 
present ations. 

"We' ll be havi ng a Russ ian night 
on Mondays, for instance." she says. 
"wi th Russ ian plays, Russian music 
and Ru ssian food ." 

On Wed nesday nights the theme 
will be Canadian and Fridays will be 
Noel Coward nights. 

"Everything wi ll be co-ordinated," 
Usmiani says , "each evening hav ing 
its own director , stage manager, cast 
and back-s tage staff." As overall 
artisti c director she will be 
responsible for pulling the whole 
season toge ther. 

"This year ," Usmiani says , "we 
would like to bring in more new 
people, and with that in mind we 
have a Playhouse recruiting week 
from March 4 to 9 here on ca mpus." 

eomen Want 
Collar - Kennedy 

While some women are pushing fo r 
the right to become priests, the 
Cat holic Church wants more time to 
prepare for that possibility. 

"The ordination of women in the 
Catholic Church is an idea whose 
time has not yet come," says Msgr. 
Richard Murphy from St. Thomas 
Aq uin as par ish in Halifax. 

Archbishop James Hayes ag rees 
tha t the ord ina tion of women should 
be treated with caution. "We don ' t 
want to ca use a split in the Church 
over this," he says . 

But Dr. Joyce Kennedy. ass istant 
director of the Centre for Continuing 
Education at Mount Saint Vincent 
University, says women have a lready 
waited too long to be ordained . 

Kennedy herself wants to become a 
priest. She says the Chu rch is wasting 
vocations by denying women the right 
to be priests. 

"What st icks in my throat is the 
fact I'm not even given a chance to 
have my ca ll tested," she says. " I 
have a gift for somethi ng. but I'm 
forbidden to use it because of an 
arbitrary ru le." 

•
gr. Murphy says the Canadi an 
ch has begun to give in to 
ure from society by recently 

granting women more influentia l ro les 
in the church. He says the public is 
antagonisti c toward the Church. 

" I think it' s somet imes unfa ir for 

This wi ll incl ude spont aneous 
happenings around the campus. in 
Seton Academic and Rosaria. 

T he first event of the week si ll be 
" Rough and Tumble in the SAC" (in 
the Saceteria) and a Godspell and 
Joseph Revival around the 
piano in Rosa ria . On Tuesday, March 
S. "Give My Regards to Broadway" 
and on Wednesday, March 6. local 
si ngers and songwriters will perform 
at Rosaria along with "Sn ippets of 
Snoopy" and a musical prologue to 
"Touched", the Mount's latest drama 
presentation. 

On Thursday, March 7, Jo-Jo and 
Amazing Animal Prodigy will 
perform , while Barry Dunn and 
Cai tlyn Calquhoun will demonstrate 
the proper execution of the stage kiss 
as a participatory event. Theatre 
Sports and the Incredible Human 
Cannon Ba ll round out the 
" happeni ngs" and the Playhouse 
Recruiting Party will be held in 
Vi nnies Pub on Saturday, March 9 at 
8 p.m. by invitation only. " But ," says 
Dilly MacFarlane, who is this year' s 
production manager and musical 
director , "you can ask for an 
invitation from either me, Professor 
Usmiani or Frances Cody in the 
Conference Office!" She adds , 
"There will be free pizza and suds 
and a cash bar ." 

people to turn on the Church and 
single it out for sexism," says 
Murphy. "We are promoting the role 
of women in every area we can ." 

Kennedy says cr iticism of the 
Church's att itude towards women is 
justified. In society women can vote 
or run for public office, but in the 
Chu rch they don' t have a comparab le 
right , says Kennedy. 

She believes change in the Church 
must come progressively . T he process 
of orda ining women shou ld begin 
quietly, with "no great blasts of 
trumpets," to avoid fuelling 
controversy and creating d ivision in 
the Church, says Kennedy . "In the 
future people wi ll find it hard to 
imagine there ever was a debate over 
the ordination of women. " 
Repri111ed fro m Th e Mo11 iror-Ki11g ·s 
CollegP School of Joumalism 

Conference On? 
An informat ion present at ion and 

reception will be held on Wednesday, 
March 20 at the World Trade and 
Convent ion Centre. to introduce 
members of the business and 
academic community to the benefit s 
of Halifax as a convention centre . 

Anyone who is a member of a 
profess iona l or trade associat ion or in 
a pos ition to bring groups of people 
to Halifax for various reasons may be 
in terested to learn more about the 
new hotels, the World Trade and 
Convention Centre and other se rvices 
the city offers. 

T hose interested should contact 
Frances Cody. Conference Officer 
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other country in the world. " In this 
country the ratio of refugees to 
Canadian citizens is one in 300-also 
the highest rate in the world. 

However. Berger pointed out , it 
wasn't always this way. "Back in 
1926 British Columbia was a racist 
province . Although IO per cent of the 
B.C. population was of Asian 
descent. they weren't allowed to vote , 
or work in the forest industry or be 
employed by the provincial or 
municipa l govern ments. So they took 
up fi shing and then the government 
of the day passed a law prohibiting 
Japanese fishermen from using boats 
wi th engi nes!" 

Things weren't any better for 
Japanese Canadians as recently as 
World War Two, Berger said , when 
they were interned in camps for the 
duration of the war and their 
property confiscated. " Pearl Harbour 
created an anti-Japanese hysteria," he 
said, "and it wasn ' t until 1949 , four 
years after the war ended, that they 
were a llowed to return to their 
homes." 

"Prime Minister Mackenzie King 
wanted to deport Japanese Canadians 
back to Japan," Berger sa id . 
" Racism was to be found in the 
highest levels of government and 
King said in his diary how fortunate 
it was that the atom bomb had been 
dropped in Japan and not on the 
white races!" 

Native rights in Ca nada , something 
close to Berger's heart , is "our oldest 
question of human rights and also the 
most recent because it's only lately 
entered our consciousness ." he said. 

"Canada is pioneering native 
rights ," he continued. 

If people of different races and 
religions can live in harmony in 
Canada , he concluded , maybe people 
will be ab le to learn to live that way 
in the rest of the world . 

To end his lecture he quoted from 
the poet Frank Scott: "The world is 
my country, the human race is my 
race. 

Will Try Again 
For Nuclear 
Free Zone 

While it was reported in the 
February 21 issue of The Picaro that 
"The Sisters of Charity, faculty and 
administration are all sympa thetic" 
to the student union's request to 
declare the Mount as a nuclear free 
zone, the university's board of 
governors wants time to think it 
over. 

Student union president Teresa 
Francis put the motion to the board's 
February meet ing stating that the 
Atlantic School of Theology had a 
similar resolution in the works and 
that a couple of junior/ senior high 
schools in the province had endorsed 
the same "nuclear free zone" 
proposal. 

Some board members felt they 
should have been alerted beforehand 
and felt more time was needed before 
the board could make a decision "<,n 
such a complex issue.tt 

Francis then gave "notice of 
motion" and will try again at the 
board's next meeting. 
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CBC executive producer Mark Starowicz took an audience of Mount 
students and faculty through the history of Canadian broadcasting recently - a 
50-year baule of 1he airways. Condemning the Americanization of Canadian 
radio and television. Starowicz said, "We have becom e citizens of Video
America." He said he was "staggered at the passil'ity shown by the closing 
do11·11 of some regional CBC stations. You ha,·e the right to _1·011r ow11 regional 
dramas." Interested s1udents stayed to chat with him after his talk , i11c/ud1ni 
Gayle Comer and Judith Vi1•ian-Rees. 

One In Five Adults Took Courses 
In 1983 - Statistics Canada 

One in every five adult Canadians 
took adult educa tion courses in 1983 . 
says a survey of more than 90,000 
people done by Statistics Canada for 
the secretary of state . 

The report is the largest on ad ult 
education Sta tistics Canada has ever 
produced, says Dr. Maria Barrados. 
who supervised the research . 

Adult ed ucation questions were 
added on to the "labour force" 
interviews used to determine the 
country's unemployment figures, 
ex pla ined Barrados , chief of 
educationa l stat istics a na lysis of the 
ed ucation support branch of the 
secreta ry of sta te. 

The survey was done in Janu ary 
1984 and asked people if they took 
a ny organ ized , formal cou rse in 1983 
from a university, college, employer. 
union, church or voluntary 
orga nization . 

Universities provided 11 per cent of 
the courses adults took and co ll eges 
17 per cent, the survey found. 

Also revealed : The higher the leve l 
of formal education , the more 
participa tion in adult educat ion . This 
suggests that " higher educa tion paves 
the way for a lifetime of lea rning." 
sa id secretary of state W alter McLean 
in a recent speech to the Canadian 
Association of University Teachers 
(CAUT) . 

He continued, " In a sense, 
universities create their own future 

I nteruniversity 
Services Inc. 

The Microcomputer In format ion 
Centre, located in Kill am Library. 
Dalhousie University, provides by 
appoi ntment current. accu rate a nd 
objective information aboul the use of 
microcomputer technology within 1he 
uni ve rsity environment. 

Faculty. staff a nd students of 
Mount Saint Vincent, Saint Mary"s. 
and Dalhousie universities. the Nova 
Scot ia College of Art and Design and 

ad ult educa tion clients. Some 40 per 
cent of university graduates took 
cou rses, more than twice the overa ll 
ra te." 

A majority of adult educa tion 
students-56 per cent-were women. 
About the same nu mbers of men a nd 
women took academic courses. 
Women were more likely to take 
hobby, a rts and craft s or persona l 
development courses , while many 
more men tha n women took job
re la ted courses, Barrados notes. 

McLea n, a lso minister responsible 
for the status of women, com mented 
on this phenomenon in his speech to 
CAUT, "The question which ar ises 
here is whether this vast difference is 
by cha nce or whether there a re 
factors of disc rimination a t play. 
Were fewer women engaged in job 
related courses because they did not 
rece ive adequa te encouragement from 
their employers and from the working 
environment in genera l?" 

Barrados a lso pointed out that 
Alberta has the highes t participation 
ra te. with about 25 per cent of its 
adults taking courses. (The na tional 
average is about 20 per cent.) 

The secreta ry of state is fo llowing 
up with more resea rch on why 
Alber tans are so keen on ad ult 
educa tion, she sa id . She is hoping 
this information should be ready 
with in two months. 
(repri11ted fro m UW Gazette) 

the Technica l Uni versity of Nova 
Scot ia ca n les t a se leclion of 
hardware and software pri or to 
purchase: a nd seminars a nd 
workshops a re offered. 

Ca ll Kay Desborough . 424-8893 
between 9 a.111. a nd 4 p. 111 . weekdays 
except Wed nesdays: o r consu lt her a t 
the Mount's Computer Centre when 
she visit s on the third Wednesday of 
each month. 

Nutrition Can Be Fun 
March is Nutrition Month a nd 

Home Economics students Shau ndra 
Hayes . Mary Little an d Lorra ine 
Haddad have organized spec ia l events 
to promote nulrition a nd fitn ess 
during that period. 

It' s a ll part of the com munity and 
nutrition project undert aken by 
members of the Home Economics 311 
class , planning the progra m with 
Mount nutritionist. Jill Smith. 

On Tuesday, March 5 a roller 
ska ting party will be held in the 
Multi-Purpose Room, Rosaria Centre 
from 7-10 p .m . with Home 
Economics students ha nding out 
fruits and juices. 

On Wednesday, Ma rch 13 they will 

be on hand a t Vinnie's Pub during 
E lections Night to offer dips a nd 
fresh vege tables. ,4IA 

On Thursday. March 14 a ll the .., 
aerobics classes wi ll be ava ilable at 
one doll a r di scount each (a di scount 
coupon wi ll be in Th e Picaro) a nd 
once agai n, fresh fruit will be 
available for snacks. 

On Thursday , March 21 , there will 
be a food ea ting relay race- student 
soc iety against society-with sma ll 
bags of nutritious snacks to be 
consumed by each runner . There will 
be prizes! 

The idea is to get the Mount 
community thinking fitn ess a nd 
nutrition with the emphasis on good 
healthy food. 

NOTICE 
The first MSVU Community Happy Hour 

was a great success (and they said it couldn't 
happen) so please note that the next two will 
be held at 4 p.m., Friday, March 15 and 
April 12 in the Don MacNeil Room, Rosaria 
Centre. 

There will be a cash bar, plenty to eat and 
a few surprises. -

Come, bring a colleague and help continue 
what it is hoped will become another Mount 
tradition. 

Surprise yourself! 

Symposium On Peace Studies 
For some time now, more than 20 

members of the Mount faculty have 
been meeting on a regula r basis to 
discuss the possib ilities of introducing 
peace studies to thi s university and 
also, at the same time , to make 
themselves more aware of the issues 
in volved in promoting peace in the 
face of the nuclea r threa t. 

In order to in fo rm the res t of the 
university community of the 
discussions which have been going 
on , the Arts a nd Sciences Promotion 
Com mitlee is offering a 
symposium-What is Peace 
St udies?- in the Don MacNeil Room, 
Rosaria Cent re, on Thursday . March 
14 from noon u nt il I :30 p.m. 

The th ree partic ipants wi ll be Dr. 
Larry Fisk. Dr. Frances Ear ly and 
Dr . Bill Hunter who will describe the 
concept of peace st udies: peace 
studies programs a lready in place in 
ot her universities and the present 
resources at the Mount that cou ld be 
a pplied to peace studies. 

An open discussion will follow the 
presenta tions. 

Those interested are asked to bring 
a long their own sandwiches 
-coffee . tea, juice and cookies wi ll 
be provided . 

Th e Co1111ect io11 is publi shed bi 
week ly through the university· s 
office of Pub lic Relations, Moun t Saint 
Vincent University, 166 Bedford 
Highway. Ha lifax, Nova Scotia 
B3M 2J6. 

Copy should be submitted to • 
Evaristus Rm. 215. 12 days prior t 
publicat ion. 

Editors / Writers: Dulcie Conrad, 
Pat Copeland, Ruth Jeppesen 


	04-Mar-1985 page 1
	04-Mar-1985 pages 2 and 3
	04-Mar-1985 pages 4 and 5
	04-Mar-1985 pages 6 and 7
	04-Mar-1985 page 8

