
Convocation Issue 

• • ~ Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, Nova Scotia 

. . h M t's Modern Languages Department, rose to ackno ll'ledge the applause when the announcement 
Dr. Pierre Germ, of 1 : 98/ ~n n vocation. of his receiving rhe honour Chevalier de /'Ordre des Pa/mes Academiquesfrom rhe 
was made, during the O 1 
French Ambassador to Canada on May · 

Thick and Fast They Came at Last . . . 
The Mount's 58th annual 

convocation saw close to 500 students 
receive certificates, diplomas and 
degrees-including 72 from the 
Da rtmouth area, 40 from . 
Bedford / Sackville and 17 from eight 
countries outside Canada . 

Honorary degrees of Doctor of 
Humane Letters were a lso presented 
to th ree outstand ing Canadian 
women , two of whom come from the 
Ha lifax area. 

Sister Rosa lie Bertell , G.N .S .H ., 
BA M A. Ph.D ., D irector fo r the 
I~ te;·~ati~n~l Institute of Concern fo r 

ic Hea lth in Toronto a nd a 
ber of the Order of Grey Nuns of 

Sacred Heart , rece ived her 
honorary degree in the mornmg 
ceremony. together with Mane 
Hamilton, executive member of 
Canada's Anti-Poverty Organization , 
the Congress of Black Women of 

Nova Scotia, the Beechville Baptist 
Church , a nd winner of the 1983 
Persons Award from the Governor 
General of Canada. 

Ruth Goldbloom, Dip .P.E., who 
has been acti vely involved in the life 
of Mount Sa int Vincent University for 
more than a decade as member a nd 
chair of the Board of Governors and 
chair of the university's first major 
fund-ra ising campaign, Project One: 
Future for Women , received her 
honorary degree in the afternoon 
ceremony. 

The morning address to the 
graduates was given by Sister Rosalie 
Berte ll with the va ledictory given by 
Teresa Jane Francis who graduated 
with a Bachelor of Home Economics 
degree with dist inction . 

Ruth Goldbloom addressed the 
afternoon Convocation . Valedictorian 
was Joseph Daniel McKinnon ll"h o 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree . 

The Governor-General's gold 
meda l for the highest aggregate in the 
senior yea r was awarded to Beverly 
June Baird , Bachelor of Business 
Administration with distinction , who 
a lso received the Swiss Ambassador's 
Prize (Germa n) . 

Kappa Gamma Pi awards went to 
Wanda Manette, Bachelor of Science 
in Home Economics with first-class 
honours and Fra nces Flinn , Bachelor 
Arts with distinction. 

Teresa Francis, Bachelor of Home 
Economics with distinction; Patricia 
Goyeche , Cert ificate in Gerontology 
(who graduated from the Mount in 
1984 with a BA) and Deborah 

Kathleen MacDonald . Bachelor of 
Arts . were each awarded a Pres ident\ 

Pr ize for givi ng promise of continued 

lovalty to the university and se rvice to 
the larger communit1 

May 27. 1985 

"A Credit 
to Their 
Commitment" 

In her remarks to both 
convocations, Mount Saint Vincent 
University president, Dr. E. Margaret 
Fulton , commented on the increasing 
enrollment of nontraditional students. 

"Again 1985 sees a growing 
number of graduating students 
described as both traditional a nd 
nontraditional ," she said. "For those 
who are unfamiliar with those terms, 
traditiona l students are those who 
enter university directly from high 
school while nontraditiona l are those 
who have returned to university after 
a period of work experience. Those 
ea rning their degrees through part­
time study while engaged in work 
wi thin the home and within the work 
force are gradua lly forming the 
majority. Those part-time students 
are found in a ll degree programs . 
The rea lity of our mobile society and 
of the stresses that mobility causes 
women in particular who are trying to 
complete degree progra ms are also 
well-represented among today's 
graduates . 

"It is a credit to their commitment 
and determination , and to their 
spouses and families who lent 
support, that several women receiving 
their degrees here today have 
travelled far to do so. Ka thy Pereira 
Rice has come from Boston to receive 
her Bachelor of Business Adminis­
tration degree, earned partia lly 
through courses she completed at 
Boston College whi le her husband 
a lso studied in Boston . G ail Murray 
a nd Hetty Adams receive their 
Bachelor of Arts degrees after lengthy 
physical absences from the Mount 
campus. Gai l has come from British 
Columbia and Hetty from Florida. 
Both determined to receive their 
degrees from Mount Saint Vincent 
regardless of their other li fe 

adventures . Nor are the effects of a 

mobi le society fe lt on ly by women . 

Stanley Adesida 's brother a nd sister 

have travelled from Lagos Nigeria to 
ce lebrate his graduation . 

(Continued on page 8) 
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"If You Must Lay Down your Life 
Do It For Peace-Not For War" 

domination? How ca n a ha ndful of 
young university graduates bring 
about cha nge which is of globa l 
proportions? 

Th efollowing is an edit ed version 
of the add,:ess given by honorary 
degree rec1p1ent. Sister R osalie 
Bertel/. G.N.S.H .. B.A .. MA 
Pl . .. 1.D .. D.Hum .L .. lO the m orning 
convocation: 

If one tries to put a frog in a pan 
0 ~ hot water it immediately jumps out 
with a great deal of indignation a nd a 
strong sense of self-preservation . 
However, if one places the frog in 
cool water and gradually increases the 
wate_r temperature it will sit there 
P!acidly, accommodating itself unt il it 
dies. 

As you leave the university today 
we hope that you will behave like the 
frog in hot water , that is we hope 
that you will sense the da ngers to 
which many of us have become 
accustomed and sound a strong 
alarm. We ask you not to accept as 
normal the violent situations which 
are commonplace in our society. 
Recogmze especia lly those abnormal 
SI~uations _which are threatening to 
wipe out hfe on this beautiful planet: 

- living with the constant 
stockpiling of nuclear weapons, 

- the slow_ poisoning of our drinking 
water, air and food with toxic 
waste, 

- exploiting of women to serve the 
ambitions of men 

- denying dignity a ~d freedom to 
na_tive and indigenous people, 

- USing workers as expendables for 
haza~dous occupations, 

- creatmg unemployment as a 
n:ieans of max imizing profit and 
s1 lencmg labour dissent, 

- systematically ki lling the children 
and the hopes of Th ird World 
nations. 

I would suggest that wherever you 
are living after graduation , you find 
for yourse lves a community of 
questionners who are willing to 
cha llenge a nd be cha llenged on these 
issues. You wi ll need such a 
community if you are to consistently 
choose to move away from past 
societa l behaviour wh ich is now 
proving to be so destructive to society 
a nd life itself. 

What are the important questions 
to ask about your work, about you r 
life-style, about the re lationships 
which you make? I wou ld suggest 
beginning with the fo llowing 
questions: 

- If I spend all of my days as I did 
today, wi ll this world be a safer 
place in which to live? 

- Have I used my own gifts today 
a nd respected the gifts of others? 

- Has my mode of action been 
competitive or cooperative? 

- Am I aware of the g loba l and 
temporal implications of my 
choices, that is, the effect 
throughout the world , and 

especia lly in the Third World , a nd 
on my grea t gra ndchildren' s grea t 
grandchildren? 

No one will ever live on this earth 
who is not present now in the sperm 
a nd ovum of the living people. All of 
the· seed and genetic material from 
which the future will be formed is 
now present in the living things of the 
earth . If we damage it , it is damaged 
forever. If we respect it a nd nourish it 
t~ere can be many years of fruitful 
hfe and work and play on thi s planet. 

Our world is in the midst of a 
crisis, not unsimilar to that of the 
frog as the water gets hotter . A crisis 
is not necessarily bad . It can, of 
course, lead to a breakdown of 
society and tremendous destruction . 

First, let me say that you are not 
a lone. All over the world people are 
work ing for a just a nd peaceful 
g loba l society, one in which disputes 
are ~e ttled in courts , not by one's 
ab1hty to destroy the earth . The 
United Nations tell s us that more 
th~n 70 per cent of such globally­
mmded persons , those passion a tely 
seeking justice for a ll people, a re 
women . Bond with these women a nd 
men , rea d their news letters and 
books, seek out their wisdom born of 
suffering, and listen to their cries for 
justice. 

Se_condly, spend your energy in 
makmg good days-good d ays for 
yourself, your family and friends 
your city, your country, your wo;ld . 
The nurturing of the global village 
should not be left in the hands of 
transnational corporations , military 
strategists a nd world leaders. It needs 
a woman's touch, a woman's wisdom 

£:· _Ro~~i e Ber11
1ell ~~ceives her hono ~ary degree at !he hands of A rchbishop James 

_1es, am e or oJ Mount Sa1111 Vincent Universit1·. 
That is what we all fea r. However a d . · . 
crisis can a lso lead to a breakthro~ h a n cre,at1v1ty. It a lso needs a 
to new understanding If t I g womans a nger a t the b ru ta lt ty bred 
leading to new b h .' u . i~a e y by greed . Just remember tha t you a re 

. e aviou1 • t could caretakers of the earth , nu rturers of 
le~~ to a penod o~ new flowering of its li fe. Its future is the futu re of your 
cu ure, muSIC an art. It could lead life energy expressed in art music 
to a new respect for those who excel the la ughter of children, st~b le and 
m ~h~ gent ler_ arts fof peace-making welcoming communities, archi tecture 
an umamzmg o the b iosphere. des igned fo r human living . 
Under the present competit ive mathematics which serves human 
system , those who a_re physica lly weak need to understand patterns , a nd 
or h_ave less aggressive personali ties science which hea ls a nd enhances life. 
are ignored or made subservient to The past cannot be taken from us. 
~hose who wield power. Know that it a nd every good day is a t reasure 
ts your mner strength which will lead which becomes a good past of which 
to the breakthrnugh-not your we can be joyfu lly proud. Each good 
monopoly on violence a nd your ab ili ty day will be a strength to remember 
to coerce others. Life expands under when hard times come. 
the touch of love not force. Last ly, prepare to suffer a nd 

How exactly does the frog '"jump perhaps not see the fruit s of your 
out of the pot'· when the pot is this p lanting and nurtur ing d uring your 
fragile earth threatened as it is with lifeti me . The damage a lready done to 
global holocaus_t, with two the planet ea rth is fri hteni , F . 
superpowers vying for world (C ~ ng. UI ontmued on page 8) 

Alumnae Update 
by Dilly MacFarlane 

O ver the years, Convocation ha. 
a lways held a specia l place in the 
heart of the a lumnae assoc iat ion, a nd 
this yea r 's ce lebration was certa inly 
no exception . 

As a pa rt of Grad Week ac ti vities 
leading up to Convocation , the 
a lumnae members kicked off their 
involvement very early in the program 
by decorating a ll day Saturday for the 
Rainbow Grad Ba ll tha t evening . 

With the help of student li a ison 
board members , Ka ren Stone, BPR 
'82 a nd Alice MacKichan . BHec/ BEd 
'83, and a lively contingent of 
alumnae and students from Sa int 
Stephen' s-Highland Park Junior High 
School, Rosaria Centre's multi ­
purpose room was tra nsformed. 
Rainbows a nd colorful ca nopies fill ed 
every ava ilable space. 

Following the opening waltz to 
"Somewhere O ver the Rainbow '", 
a lumnae association president , 
Debbie Pott ie Ma theson , BScHEc '74 
proposed the traditional toast to the 
Class of '85, congra tulating them on 
their achieve ments a nd officia lly 
welcoming them to the ra nks of 
a lumnae. A warm response was 
delivered by senior class co-
pres ide nts, Na ncy Moar. BPR '85 
a nd Va lerie Eddy, BPR '85. who 
toasted the a lumnae and Alma • 
Mater. 

Specia l mention was made of the 
superior job of decorating by the 
a lumnae team who a re becoming 
quite expert a fter tak ing on the job 
for two consecutive yea rs . . . a nd 
rumour has it t hat the theme for 
Grad Ba ll '86 is a lready in the 
planning stages ! 

On Convocat ion Day, a lumn ae 
were represented a t both ceremonies . 
This yea r , fo r the first time, the 
a lumnae were invited by the 
Convocations Comm ittee to walk in 
the academic procession , establishing 
anothe r a lumnae tradition . It was a 
proud moment for the a lumnae when 
university president , Dr. E. Margaret 
Fu lton , introduced the a lum nae 
representatives to the assembly a nd in 
her Pres ident's Report, congratulated 
the a lu mnae assoc iation on its ever­
increas ing support for the university. 

Among those representing the 
a lumnae on this occasion were 
Rosema rie Abraha m, Ac. ' 47 , wi fe of 
Lieutenant Governor Alan Abraham; 
Connie Baird. BA '29 from St. John. 
N.B.; and Isabel Bon nyma n, BA 'JS 
of New G lasgow . N.S . , who, with her 
classmates of ·35_ is ce lebrating her 
50th anniversary ·as a Mount a lumna 
at Jubilee Homecoming '85 on IV'.. 
JI. June 1 a nd 2. Perhaps Jean 
Pender. Ac . "JJ. BScSS ·54 spoke 1or 
a ll Mou nt a lumnae when she 
remarked. "' It was a ve ry proud day 
for us a ll. I was honoured to be a 
part of it"'. 

A Contemplative Activist Giving 

<i~=~:.11:~~~ Ho~"~''"" '" N, w Y k I 1970 
Prese t f s· t R 1· B II or rom to . n er or ts er o_sa 1e erte , 1978, Sister Rosa lie's research into 
remmded those a t_tendmg the the environ mental causes of leukemia 
n~~rnmg convocation of Sr. Bertell' s led her to conclude that radiation 
;,1s1t to the Mount_ two years ago. exposure is the grea test hea lth and 

Some m the audience may ~ec_a ll her environmenta l hazard on the la net 
lectures on the effects of rad1at1on on p · 
hea lth and the environment ," she "Thus began her recognition of the 
said. on-gomg creative power within the 

" Others may remember her stirring 
a ddress a t the Peace Ra lly on 
Disarmament Day that sa me week . 
Ma ny who heard a nd saw Sr. Rosa lie 
were su rpri sed that thi s slight , 
apparently reserved and se lf-effacing 
woman cou ld deliver her message of 
warning a nd of hope with such 
passion and conviction as to stir their 
consciences on the issues she 
addressed . 

" But Sister Rosa lie Bertell is just 
such a woman of su rprises and of 
conviction. 

"Indeed when she refl ects upon the 
pattern of her life which led her from 
the so litude of a contemplative 
Carmelite monastery to membership 
in a n active teaching order, to 
scientific research into the causes of 
cancer a nd to her present act ive 
involvement in the pursuit of peace, 

,ai..umament, denucleariza tion of 
~ustry a nd promotion of the health 

of our planet and its inhabitants, 
Sister Rosalie too must at times be 

surprised. 

"A native of Buffalo, New York , 
Rosalie Bertell early in life came to 
appreciate the harmony _and or?er of 
creation . She found JOY m music and 
in musica l expression through the 
piano, violin a nd organ . She had a 
ta lent for mathematics, majoring in it 
in her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees and ultimately earning a 
doctorate in biomedical mathematics. 
If one bib lical text about the universe 
resonated within her in her ea rly 
yea rs, it must have been , 'And God 
saw that it was good .' 

"Her love for the universe a nd its 
Creator, expressed itse lf both in 
compassion for others-as when she 
cared for her blind and para lyzed 
gra ndmother for seven years-and in 
a desire fo r a life of cloistered 
contemplation . 

"However, hers was not the 
phys ica l stam ina either to sustain the 
manua l labour involved in the 
contemplative li fe or la ter . to remain 
in full-t ime teaching of mathemat ics 

\~ admin istration at high school 
,d co llege levels. So she found a n 

out let for her creative and 
compass ionate tendencies in the fie ld 
of cancer research. 

"'As Senior Cancer Research 
Scientist at Roswell Park Memoria l 

crea ted order itse lf and the 
responsibility of humans for their own 
surviva l and for the development of 
the earth. Recognizing also the 
~eStructive power of the nuclea ri za­
ti?n of society, she has published 
wid~ly_ and lectured extensively on 
radiation danger often in opposition 
to nuclear industry proponents , and 
sometimes at personal risk. 

"_Bemuse of her studies in low- level 
rad,at,on, Sister Berte ll was one of 
the scientific witnesses at Nurenburg 

Sr. Elizabe1h Bellefonlaine 
called in 1983 to judge whether 
nuclear arms are a crime aga inst 
humanity. She has served on 
numerous commissions on health and 
the environment and has received 
many profess ional honors a nd 
awards . 

"From her scientific research and 
her re ligious convictions, fl ow Sister 
Rosalie' s dedication to the cause of 
peace . T rue peace, she perceives , 
embraces the reconciliation of nations 
and the restora tion of harmony and 
ba lance in creation . Thus she ca lls 
for the disarma ment of arsenals and 
disarmament of hearts . 

" Sister Rosa lie Bertell has become 
the contemplative act ivist st ill 
believ ing in the goodness of creation , 
injecting her warn ings with hope, 
convinced that the futu re be longs to 
those who are contemplati ve enough 
to offer the world we ll -founded hope 
a nd active enough to provide a 
sensible huma n way of fu lfi ll ing that 
hope. The bib li cal message now 
resonating wit hin her is: "Choose life 
· · • so that you and your descendant s 
may live.··· 
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Marie Hami//on, of Halifax , stands proudly lo receive her honorar"idegree al the 
morning convoca11on. · 

An Encouragement to all-Young 
and Old, Black and White 

In her citation , Dr. Joyce Kennedy 
described Marie Hamilton as " a 
woman who has most definitely 
earned her honorary doctorate. 

" During the 1950s and 60s, while 
she was busy bringing up a fami ly of 
six children , Marie Hamilton taught 
school for IS years in the commu­
nities of North Preston , Hammonds 
Plains, Beechville, and Cherry Brook. 
From there , she became a house 
parent at the Halifax Orphanage , 
which later became Veith House. 
There she was instrumental in setting 
up an early childhood playschool , 
which she supervised. Today she 
coordinates an Early Childhood 
Education course, sponsored by the 
N.S. Teacher's College and the N.S. 
Department of Education, which 
trains women to run preschool 
programs in their local communities . 

"Marie Hamilton's concern for 
children ex tends also to their parents 
and grandparents. Her work for the 
elderly includes doing volunteer work 
at Spencer House. bei ng a founding 
member of the Halifax North End 
Volunteers for Seniors-a group of 
women concerned with the needs of 
the aging in low-income areas of the 
city, and being involved with 
Canadian Pensioners Concerned . 

'" As we ll , through a literacy 
progra m at the North Branch 
Library, two mornings a week she 
tutors adults who are learning to read 
and write. She continues as an active 
member of the North End li brary's 
women 's group-a grass roots 
com munity group which serves as 
lia ison to many other agencies in 
helping local residents. Some of her 
other volunteer work has included 
canvass ing for the Salvat ion Army 
and the United Way. serving on the 
Ward Five Resources Council. serving 
as member and fo rmer executive of 
the African United Baptist Women's 
Institute. and for more than 30 vcars . 

serving as clerk of the Beechville 
Baptist Church . At present she is on 
the Board of the National Anti­
Poverty Organization (NA PO) and 
has helped to found a H;i lifax branch . 

"Marie Hamilton has received 
many certificates and awards from 
grateful organizations over the years, 
a mong them a medal for her 
community work from Governor 
General Jules Leger on the 25th 
anniversary of the Queen's accession 
to the throne; and in 1983 , at a 
ceremony in Ottawa , the Persons 
Award from Governor General 
Edward Schreyer. This award , 
instituted in 1979 as a tribute to t he 
five Alberta women whose action 
successfully amended the BNA Act to 
grant women the legal status of 
persons, is given annually to 
outstanding Canadian women . Marie 
Hamilton is only the second Nova 
Scotian to be so honored . 

"When Marie Hami lton was a 
young girl she aspired to be a nurse. 
Unfortunately, in those days. an 
arbitrary color bar prevented her 
from pursuing that vocation. But her 
fa mily supported her asp irations to 
pursue an alternative, so that as 
teacher, she could reach out in 
a nother way. 

"Undoubtedly, this openness to 
new life is what makes Marie 
Hamilton such an attractive person to 
be around . Her warmth , sense of 
humour. and strong sense of personal 
worth have contributed strength to 
her children and to all those whose 
lives she touches. 

"Her daughter Sylvia says her 
mother always taught her children 
'Be proud to be who you are'. ln 
situations where misunderstanding 
could have been an occasion for a 

arcastic response . Marie took the 
occasion to educate the othcr person . 
For exa mple . once at the orphanage a 
visitor . a suming Marie to be the 

\( o nti nu e<I ,m page 8) 
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"Whatever She Works With 
Flourishes and Blooms" 

Mary Sparling, Director of the 
Mount's Art Gallery, gave the 
citation fo r Ruth Goldbloom. "Was 
anyone ever better named? " she 
asked. "The word 'ru th ' is an archaic 
one now a lmost never used. The 
world knows the word better in its 
opposite form 'ruthless'. But 'ruth' 
means compassion and tenderness, 
qualities which underlie a ll of Ruth 
Goldbloom's activities. 

"Ruth Schwartz grew up in New 
Waterford, Nova Scotia, attended 
Mount Allison University, graduated 
from McGill's School of Physica l 
Education in 1944 where she received 
the highest marks in practice 
teaching; taught physical education in 
Montrea l; then in 1946 married a 
young Montreal pediatrician, Dr. 
Richard Goldbloom , and so chose her 

Mary Sparling 

new name. It is for the golden 
radiance that Ruth Goldbloom casts 
upon the world that we honour her 
today . Whatever she works with 
flourishes and blooms. So do those 
who work with her. She has the 
highest expectations of herself and of 
anyone who fa lls within her orbit. 

"Just over 40 years ago in 1944, 
Ruth Miriam Schwartz graduated 
from university , a Nova Scotian 
Jewish girl seeking her place in a 
world torn apart by war , which was 
soon to be stunned by the news of the 
horrors of Auschwitz and Buchen­
wald- the Holocaust in which six 
million Jews died , hunted down by 
the ruthless forces of Nazi Germany. 
It was a world which , with the end of 
the war in 1945, faced vas t problems 
of adjustment. 

"It was in this uncerta in world tha t 
Ru th fi rst was employed , then 
married and had 3 children, Alan, 
Barbara and David. It was not a 
time, either in economic opportuni ty 
or societal expectation, for a two­
career family. Although unpaid she 
still worked. For the 20 years that 
they lived in Montrea l Ruth worked 
tireless ly as a board member and 
volunteer for schools. hospita ls and 
cultural organizat ions- institut iom 
wh ich cxprc~~ humanity '~ highest 
va lues-among others the Con~tance 
Lcthbridge Rehabilitation Centre. St. 

George's School, the Montreal 
Children's Hospital , the Montrea l 
Symphony Orchestra, the Greate r 
Montrea l Welfare Agencies . 

" When the Goldblooms moved to 
Halifax in 1967, Ruth cont inued her 
volun teer work. She founded and 
chaired from 1967-74 the gift shop 
for the Izaak Walton Killam Hospital 
fo r Children; convened its Kermesse 
in 1975; and between 1974 a nd 1980 
was a board member of the Ha li fax 
Grammar School, of the Ha li fax 
School Com mission , and of the 
Vocat iona l School Board of Ha lifax. 
Bu t most importantly for a ll of us at 
Moun t Saint Vincent University, she 
became in 1974, at the invitation of 
Sister Katherine O 'Toole, a member 
of our Board of Governors, a position 
she held until 1982 . Between 1977-80 
she chaired the board , and in 1979 
cha ired Project One, Futures for 
Women, the first major fund 
for this university which in addi tion 
to giving the Mount national vis ibility 
raised over th ree and one-half million 
dollars for schola rships and Rosaria 
Centre-the building which houses 
our gymnasium , student union and 
student services-the heart of the 
un iversity's community life. 

"It is in our hearts, because she led 
us with such energy, wit and warmth, 
that Ruth Goldbloom lives today. It 
is therefore wholly appropriate that in 
response to reg uests from family and 
friends the university has established 
the Ruth Goldbloom Scholarship 
Fund. This wi ll be one of the jubilee 
scholarships which will celebrate the 
Mount's 60 years of being a degree­
granting institution. 

" But we cannot cla im her 
exclusively. Her other projects and 
awards are legion . In 1978 she 
became a director of Nova Scotia's 
Voluntary Planning Associat ion, in 
1982 a director of Simpson's Ltd. , 
from 1983 to 1985 she chaired the 
Halifax-Dartmouth United Israe l 
Appeal. She was made a life member 
of Hadassah-Wizo in Hali fax. In 1978 
she received the Human Rela tions 
Award from the Canadian Counci l of 
Christians and Jews ; in 1983 she was 
the only Canadian to receive the 
Citation Award for Volunteer of the 
Year from the Cou ncil for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education in Washington , D.C. She 
is current ly, and predictably helping 
to ra ise funds for the new Art Ga llery 
of Nova Scotia . She was the 
undisputed star of last December's 
T he Man Who Came To Dinner 
which ra ised fund s for Scotia 
Chamber Playe rs. 

"I have given only a part ial out line 
of Ruth Goldb loom' s work in the 
world since she graduated in I 944. It 
was a da rk world then. it i~ a dark 
world today. Bu t if you would fi ght 
the darkness you must light a ca ndle. 
Ruth Goldbloom's is b lazi ng." 

A deh ghted Ruth Goldbloom is congratulated by Archibishop James Hayes after 
receiving her honorary degree at the afternoon convocation. 

"Don't Sweep Aside the Tradition 
of V olunteerism and Giving" 

Th e following is an edited version 
of the address given by honorary 
degree recipient Ruth Go/dbloom, 
Dip.P.£ . . D.Hum .L.. to the 
afternoon co11 vocatio11: 

My association with this university 
has been a great experience in 
functional ecumenism-not the once­
in-a-while self-conscious , obligatory 
kind in which many of us have 
participated reluctantly . Not the 
annual brotherhood luncheon with a 
guest list that looks like the typica l 
U .S. bomber crew of a Hollywood 
World War II movie-a crew that 
always included one of everything­
one black , one Jew , one Ita lian, one 
Irish Catholic and so on-an unlikely 
mosaic, but guaranteed to soothe 
everyone 's sensitive feelings . 

Feeling Emiched 

To me, functiona l ecumen ism 
means people of different cultura l, 
ethnic and religious backgrounds 
working together simply because they 
like each other and believe in a 
common cause. It is more than just 
shedding the inhibitions that resu lt 
from mutua l d ifferences. It means 
fee ling enriched by the special 
qualities each participant offers the 
other. That is the enr ichment I' ve 
experienced while work ing on behalf 
of this university. 

I've had the great good fortune to 
serve Mount Sa int Vincent University 
under the scrutiny of a benevolent 
chancellor. who has consistently 
fa iled to conceal a great se nse of 
humor behind a thin mask of 
a ppropria te eccles iast ica l d ignity . 
have a lso been pri vileged to work 
closely with a pres ident who has 

propelled Mount Sa in t Vincent to 
new heights of distinction in this 
community and across Canada. She 
has hardly been the sort of president 
who glides unob trusive ly through t~ 
life of the institution-and Mount ~ 
Saint Vincent is much richer for her 
g ifts as we all are. 

Together Dr. Fulton and I have 
stormed the male-dominated bastions 
of corporate Canada to recruit 
support for a univers ity strongly 
(though by no means exclusive ly) 
committed \ _ the education of 
women. It wasn't always "an easy 
sell" . One gruff capta in of industry 
told us that he didn ' t see why he 
should contribute support to a 
Catholic university, since he came 
from a long line of Baptists. When 
we pointed out that before him , 
representing that very unive rsity, 
stood a prairie Protestant president 
a nd a Cape Breton Jewish cha irman 
of the board , he realized he had been 
caught with his defenses down , and 
he rapidly capitulated and began to. 
inscribe a cheque . We learned that 1t 
is possible for a university that sets 
high standards and emphasizes the 
education of women to gain the 
respect and support of the nationa l 
community . 

The thrust of the women's 
movement over the last 25 years has 
been to break down barriers of 
inequity or exc lusion and to wide. 
the ra nge of opportunities fo r wo -.,,, . J 

The job isn't finis hed. but the women 
of this gradua ting class have far 
grea ter ski ll s and opponunite:, th an 
their predecessors. I hope that Mount 
Saint Vincent has been a key p laye r 

in your prepa ra tion. As women scurry 
to put on we ll -tai lored bus iness suit s. 
white coats, hard hats or overa ll s, I 
hope the push fo r career fulfillment 

•
sn' t sweep aside the tradition of 
ntarism and the spirit of givi ng. 

Robert Fulford , senior editor of 
Saturday Night magazine, 
compla ined recently that we have 
handed over to government our 
intuitive feeling that a strong member 
of the human species owes something 
to the weak. He says, " We have put 
our a ltruism in a b lind trust, to be 
administered by civi l servants". Mr. 
Fulford has a point. On the one 
hand , few of us want to abandon the 
government-sponsored social 
programs that protect us a ll from 
fin ancia l devastation through illness, 
old age or misfortune . But group 
efforts at social responsibil ity can 
eas ily suppress the incentive to make 
a personal contribution of time and 
resources. 

Despite Canada's prosperity on the 
world scale, our federal and 
provincial governments are running 
out of money. We have begun to 
rea lize that if we want a cultural life 
in Canada, then as individu als and as 
corporations we have to pay a 
significant portion of the bill ~ut of 
our own pockets . If we want first­
class symphony orchestras , thea tres,. 
artists, writers and universities then it 
is we, not the mysterious " they", who 
have to accept much of the 

•
ponsibili ty for their support. The 
vernment that can do it all hasn't 

yet been elected or invented , and 
perhaps never will be nor should be. 

Owe Them a Debt 
As students at this university , you 

and your families have pa id an .. 
average of $ t 600 per year m tut hon 
fees. The actua l annua l cost of your 
tuit ion is almost four times tha t 
amount , and you should know that 
your fellow citizens have put up the 
difference in order to make your 
education possible. I don't think it is 
unreasonable to suggest that you owe 
them a debt. One way to repay that 
debt is to use your education to leave 
your local, nationa l and internationa l 
communities a li ttle better than you 

found them. 

1 also urge you to take a mome_nt 
right now to think of a goal that 1s 
outs ide your personal career. That 
goal may involve your local 
community, your coun_t ry o_r the , 
international com munity-it doesn t 
matter. What matters is that the goal 
extends beyond your own needs and 
serves the needs of others . It's easy to 
find a dozen reasons for not making 
such a commitment-you are young . 
you are just getting started . you are 

•
·n debt- and so on. But these are not 

sons, they are excuses . 

Once you have made such a 
commitment, I can promise you 
li fetime rewards beyond anything you 
can possibly derive from your 
principa l career. 

7 

Chancellor Awarded Surprise Honorary Degree 
The tab les were neatly turned on 

Archbishop James M. Hayes, 
Chancellor of Mount Saint Vincent 
University, at the May 10 Convo­
cation. 

After conferring degrees, diplomas 
and certificates on nearly 500 Mount 
graduates; and honorary degrees on 
three distinguished Canadian 
women-Sr. Rosa lie Bertel), Marie 
Hamilton and Ruth Goldb loom­
Archbishop Hayes was himself 
recipient of an honorary degree of 

Each Graduate 
Has a Different 
Story to Tell 

Valedictorian Teresa Francis, 
Bachelor of Home Economics with 
distinction and win ner of a 
President's Prize , told those attendi ng 
the morning convocation how 
important it was to become involved 
in the life of the university. " In 
March, 1984, at the end of my third 
year, an event of great importance to 
me took place-I was elected 
President of the Student Union . 
Holding this position presented me 
with the opportun ity to become 
fam iliar with every aspect of the 
university. I worked with students, 
with facul ty , with admin istra tion , and 
with staff , and I deve loped a much 
clearer image of Mount Saint Vincent 
University. For the first t ime, I 
studied the Mount's history, I became 
aware of the amoun t of time and 
effort which have been dedicated to 
developing this university from the 
academy wh ich was first established 
by the Sisters of Charity in I 873. 

" Each member of the class of '85 
has a different story to te ll. because 
none of us has experienced the 
Mount in the same way . We a ll know 
that as we leave here. our work is fa r 
from over. Because we li ve in a world 
tha t is fa r fro m perfect. Setbacks and 
disappointments await us. but so. 
too. do more of the good ti mes of our 
li ves . Remember. it takes both ra in 
and sunshine to ma ke a rainbow!" 

Doctor of Humane Letters. 
The event had been planned in 

complete secrecy-no easy task , as he 
is a member of the Mount's Board of 
Governors and would normally have 
been included in discussions of the 
choice of honorary degrees. 

At the very end of the afternoon 
Convocation, Dr. Ken Ozmon, 
President of Saint Mary's University 
(where the Archbishop is a lso 
chance llor), rose to present him to 
president Dr. E. Margaret Fulton, 
Vice-Chance llor of the Mount . 

He sa id , " In both his words and 
deeds, our Most Reverend 
Archb ishop and Chancellor has more 
than adequate ly fu lfilled his role as 
chief priest. He has not on ly tended 
to the needs of his own fl ock , but he 
has been in the forefront of those 
promoting ecumenism and harmony 
between his and others ' ... his 
concern for those materia lly and 
spiritua lly impoverished in other 
lands has led him, working with his 
priests and with the Sisters of Charity 
of the Mount Saint Vincent 
Motherhouse, to estab li sh miss ions in 
South America; his great appreciation 
of the va lue of higher education has 

Be Responsible 
And Be Aware! 

Valedictorian Joseph Daniel 
McK innon , Bachelor of Arts, ta lked 
about the fu ture responsib ilit ies of 
graduates in an uncerta in world . He 
is the first male valedictorian the 
Mount has ever had. 

" Our past here at the Mount . •· he 
said, " has been a susta ining 
experience. But what about our 
future? Someone once stated . ·a 
pess imist is just a well -educated 
optimist'. It is true one does tend to 
become pessimisti c through increased 
awareness of the world around us. 
We know that taxes will always rise. 
regardless of what the politicians sav. 
that acid ra in wi ll conti nue to fall. 
and that in all probability. Albert 
Einstein was right when he said. 
" Wor ld War Four wi ll be fought with 
st icks and stom:s". 

made him a true friend and va luable 
guide as chancellor of both our 
universities. His personal life and 
dedication is a model for us all." 

Archbishop Hayes became 
Chancellor of Moun t Saint Vincent 
University in 1967 and has , in the 
past 20 years, conferred degrees, 
certificates and diplomas on more 
than 7,000 Mount graduates and all 
of its 33 honorary degree recipients . 

"At this moment ha lf a world 
away, over ha lf a million people are 
starv ing to death in Ethiopia . This 
could be equated to the population of 
Nova Scotia. With little or no rain fo r 
the last three years they have neither 
the soil nor the energy to feed 
them elve or their ch ildren . At this 
moment. nearer our own door, 
Ronald Reagan and his country's 
military industrial comp lex have 
taken us from M .A.D. (mutua lly 
assured destruction) into the 
ludicrous assu mption that it is 
poss ible to win a fu ll -scale nuclear 
war because we will have susta ined 
less damage than our counterparts in 
t he East. At this moment , because of 
increased violence on te lev ision and in 
the theatres, we are becoming 
desensitized to the violence. as well as 
the sexism which is highly noticeable 
in TV commercials . newspaper and 
bi ll board ads, and the reading 
materials which can be found in any 
corner store. 

"What can one Mount graduate 
do? Be responsible! We have a 
responsibi lity to educate and inform 
not only our peers but also our 
children. Children are our grea te t 
natura l resource. We have a 
responsibili ty to the aged in our 
society. We must use wisely their 
council of years and experience. 
However . more than anything else. we 
have a responsibility to ourselves. A 
mind may be a terrible thing to waste 
but to waste an education i, an 
irretrievab le loss . We are now part n[ 
that educated communi ty. A, 
graduates of 1985 we can maint ain an 
; warencss of the evi ls of s<1eietv bnt 
at the ,amc time celebrate the 
capacitv of the human ~n nl to , un ivc·.· 
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Profile 

Ruth Jeppeson 
If one word can describe Ruth 

Jeppesen it's "eclectic". There's not 
much that she can't turn her hand to 
and this is invaluable in her position 
at the Mount , assisting Dulcie 
Conrad, Director of Public Relations . 
something she has done fo r nearly six 
years. 

The job is demanding and requires 
a special kind of temperament-an 
abi lity to juggle severa l tasks at once, 

FULTON (from page I ) 

"We are now accustomed to hav ing 
members of the same fami ly grad ua te 
together. Today two sisters, Deborah 
and Donn a Day graduate: Deborah 
with a Master of Arts in Education 
and Donna with a Bache lor of 
Business Administration degree. We 
are deligh ted that their parents have 
come from Great Britain especia lly 
for the celebration. 

"Every year sees another ' fir st' for 
the Mount and this year there are 
three significa nt 'firsts' to celebrate. 
1) Wanda Mannette is our first 
student to graduate with the new 
Bachelor of Science in Home 
Economics (Honours) degree a nd I 

a m pleased to congratulate her on 
receiving this degree wi th First Class 
Honours. T hat sets a fin e tradition 
for those who wi ll fo llow . 2) Among 
the Master of Education gradua tes 
today are the first students to have 
obta ined their degrees in Read ing 
through the Ex ternal Program. 
Designed to serve the needs of 
students unab le to commute to the 
campus on a regular basis , th is 
program is yet another manifestation 
of d istance education at Mount 
Sain t Vincent Univers ity . 3) Although 
not a graduating student , congratu ­
lations are a lso in order for Diane 
Dore, a third-year BA (Honours) 
student in French who is the first 
Mount Saint Vincent student to be 
awarded one of the prestigious Queen 
E hzabeth Silver Jubilee Scholars hips 
for study in a second officia l language 
anyw here in Canada. Only six 
scholarships arc awarded across the 
country. Diane plans to use hers to 

to keep a myriad facts and figures in 
mind , to be ab le to deal with ot her 
people tactfully. " It's the most 
challenging job I' ve ever had," 
Jeppesen admits, "but I feel tha t 
some of the others I held before 
coming here have helped me with thi s 
one." 

Jeppesen was ra ised in Cole 
Harbour , educated at Graham 
Creighton High School and grad uated 
from Acadia University in 1973 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and a 
Diploma in Secreta ri a l Sciences. 
Then she se t off with a friend , "to 
travel across Canada by car ," 
something that ma ny students long to 
do. "Our car broke down in 
Winnipeg," she remembers, "and we 
stayed there for the next year a nd a 
half-we never did make it to the 
west coast!" 

It was in Winnipeg tha t she worked 
as a waitress a nd a shift supervisor in 
a restaurant. "If you can apologise to 
someone who's just had a runny egg 
dumped in his lap , and he tells you 
that it' s quite okay, then you know 
you've said someth ing right!" 
Jeppesen says. That ab ility to keep 
things going smoothly in sp ite of 
glitches, hang-ups, misunderstand­
ings or just bad luck , is one of her 
biggest assets a nd one that her co­
workers truly a pprecia te; a lso her g ift 

complete her honou rs French 
program at Lava l University a nd will 
grad ua te in May of 1986. 

" 1985 is an excep tional year in the 
hi story of the un iversity. It is exac tl y 
60 years since the Province of Nova 
Scotia passed the leg isla tion which 
gave the uni versity degree-granting 
status. In the fa ll o f thi s yea r , we will 
hold a specia l Convocation for our 
Dia mond Jubilee. At that time we 
hope to a nnounce six-named Ju bi lee 
Scholarshi ps-one for each decade. 

BERTELL (fro m page 2) 

exa mple, through our nuclear bomb 
testing there are more tha n 157 
million tons of radioacti ve chemical 
debris in the stratosphere g radua lly 
falling clown on the northern 
hemisphere. We can not stop the 
effect it will even tu a lly have, red ucing 
both the hea lth of chil dren a nd the 
hea lthfulness of the ea rth on which 
these child ren must depend fo r life­
support. 

Should you come to the point of 
laying down your life, do it for 
peace- not fo r war. It is not poss ible 
to put an end to violence by usi ng 
violence. You will need to lea rn 
nonvio lent methods of bringing about 
change, a nd nonviolent defence. 
Because you sta nd as vulnerable and 
nonviolent , violence may be used 
aga inst you by those who believe that 
it is the only way to survive. You 
could not lay down your life in a 
more fruitfu l way. Many. many 
women have preceded you on this 
difficu lt path of attempt ing social 
change. It will be your task to phase 
out war as an acceptab le mea ns of 

for organizing often compl ica ted 
schedules for events, deadlines or just 
everyday routines. 

She has just come through her 
s ixth Convocation, "My three busiest 
months of the year, from March to 
May," she says, when she looks after 
the complete printing sched ule 
including programs, invitations, 
tickets and so on , and organizes 
graduation packs for severa l hundred 
s tudents. 

This year she was a g rad herse lf, 
being awarded a Certificate in 
Business Administra tion after taking 
one course a year for four years 
during evening classes. "I cared a lot 
more about how I did for this 
certificate than 12 years ago at 
university," she says. ''I'm a different 
kind of student now." 

Jeppesen recently added creative 
writing to her other ta lents and takes 
on a proportion of the editorial 
material for the newly-expanded bi­
weekly newsletter , The Connection . 

For relaxation she likes to jog, 
"but only on a some-t ime basis ," 
a lthough both her mother a nd 
b rot her are serious runners. Her 
brother ran recently in the Boston 
Marathon a nd Jeppesen we nt a long to 
cheer him on . She a lso enjoys 
canoeing and is a ta lented a mateur 
photographer. 

resolving d ifferences of opi nion 
between nat ions. This is a globa l 
task, and one which must obviously 
be undertaken in so lida ri ty with the 
women of the Soviet Union and a ll 
ot her countries. 

I do not want to g ive you a fa lse 
sense of hope . We a re indeed in the 
throes of the crisis, and either 
breakdown or breakthrough are 
ce rt ai nly poss ib le g loba l out comes. It 
is my personal opinion that no ot her 
hum an work should be undertaken 
until the crisis is past and we know 
that the direction of history has 
cha nged. I find mysel f unab le to 
pretend that life is normal while 
threa tened with g loba l nuclea r or star 
wars, catastrophic ecologica l disaster 
or slow poisoning and genet ic 
destruction. If I ca nnot bring about 
change . I will keep watch over the 
dying ea rth . 

The frog jumps out of the pan 
when it reali zes that it has this opt ion 
a nd is not doomed to slow death. Go 
forth then a nd sound the a larm as 
you experience the pain . Do not a llow 
yourse lf to be boxed in by what has 
a lways been done, but find new ways 
to live in harmony with yourself a nd 
your beaut iful p lanet ea rth. Life is 
stronger tha n death . The future 
belongs to those who can hope and 
who have the courage to care for 
wha t life is left in this badly scarred 
ea rth . We do not intend to aba ndon 
you , but we do look to you to help us 
to see where we have gone wrong. 

Believe in yourse lves, remain 
clearsighted and lighthea rt ed . seek 
so lidarity , and refuse to be boxed in to 
a dea th pattern . 

Greetings 
" It is a joy for me to bring 

greet ings to the honorary degree 
recipients on beha lf of the • 
Corporation of the Universi ty and 
Congregation of the Sisters of 
Charity. 

We recognize you as women who 
a llowed your vision a nd g ifts to move 
you beyond yo ur personal lives into 
the communal dimension of li fe at a ll 
levels. 

Rosa lie-we recognize you as a 
woman of great scholarship a nd deep 
commitment to the issues tha t 
profoundly affect the huma n 
community on a global dimension . 

Ru th-we recognize you as a 
woman of warmth and wit who has 
charmed our lives and has 
contributed th rough continued care to 
the future of the university a nd 
futures for women in many ways 
beyond these walls. 

Marie-we recognise you as a 
woman of compassion and 
dedication . You saw the needs of the 
community, especia lly the poor, and 
spent yourself tireless ly on thei r 
behalf. 

So we thank you for sharing your 
lives ~vith us , for using your gifts of 
mind a nd heart with such courage 
a nd dedication. 

You have our ad miration, 
congratulations and contin ued 
friend ship. It is a joy, for us, _to know 
that we journey with women hke y.a, 
as we a ll try to create that fut ure '\119" 
where the dignity of the huma n 
person is at the heart of our soc iety." 

Sister Mary Ellen Loar 
a t Chancellor's Dinner 
May 9. 1985 

KENNEDY (from page 3) 
housekeeper, commented to he~ on 
how clean the floors were. Mane 
ca lled the housekeeper over and said; 
'This visitor has just been admiring 
how clean you keep the house'. 
"Thus, in her own quiet way, Marie 
taught her children _by example _how 
to resist and deal with stereotypmg; 
a nd with a strong sense of personal 
identity, has encouraged ~thers-old 
a nd young, black and white-to do 
likewise." 

The Connection is published bi­
week ly through the universit y's 
office of Public Relations, Moun t Saint 
Vincent University, 166 Bedford 
Highway, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3M 216 . 

Copy should be submitted to -
Evaristus Rm . 215. 12 days prior to 
publication. 

Edlton/ Wrlten: Dulcie Conrad, 
Pat Copeland, Ruth Jeppeaen 
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