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PR Versus Journalism

by Kevin MacDonald & Rob
Hawgood

Joumalism professors at the
University of King's College are
teaching their students not to use
public relations people as cred-
ible sources, after they leave
university, says a third-year King's
student.

Trevor Curwin says he has
been told by his professors to
avoid PR people, if he wants to
get the REAL truth.

"Reporting the truth," says
Curwin, is the main goal of a
journalist. Journalists are not
confident that PR people are
always sincere with their mes-
sage.

Nicole MacLennan, an-
other third-year journalism stu-
dent, also feels that professors
are not encouraging their stu-
dents to co-operate with PR
people. They feel PR takes a
"what they don't know, won't hurt
us attitude,” she says. "It isn't sO
much that public relations people
lie to us all the time, it's just that
they will hold back the truth,”
MacLennan added.

The truth can only be found
from credible sources and "we
are taught that PR people usu-

ally do not fit this criteria,” Curwin
says.

Kent Brown, co-president
of the Mount's Public Relations
Society, disagrees. "Certainly there
are those PR professionals who
do not have a high standard of
ethics." But, he says "successful
companies have PR people that
act ethically and distribute noth-
ing but factual information." Says
Brown: "A good way to hurt your
organization is to lie."”

PR messages are sincere,
says Brown, in that they attempt
toinform journalists about what
an organization has to say.

According to Jan Wiseman,
a television-journalism professor
atKing's, "a public relations per-
son is not hired to tell the truth,
but rather to GLOSS a company's
image."

Brown says, though, that
just because PR professionals are
paid to represent an image, this
does not call on anybody to lie.

Wiseman says that when it
comes to issues of controversy,
public relations people are con-
sidered "obstacles" to the facts --
not credible sources in finding
out the truth.

Brent King, a Mount PR

professor who has worked as a
journalist, says honesty, accuracy,
balance and objectivity are
stressed in PR writing and re-
porting courses.

Second-year PR student
Greg Burns says establishing
credibility is one of the greatest
challenges facing the PR profes-
sion. "We're viewed as not being
ethical,” says Burns. "We are seen
as propaganda tools trying to get
ourown messageacross.” People
who think all PR professionals
aren't credible, says Burns, are
the same people who claim to be
objective in their writing. He says
neither profession can claim
complete objectivity. Both bring
biases to their work.

Brown says journalists have
a bias that PR people will mis-
lead them and provide them with
information that is not factual.

PR people should provide
a full disclosure of the facts, says
Brown.

That journalists are viewed
as objective, is a problem, says
Brown."The potential for them
to harm the public through their
own bias is very great ... We both
have to move towards objectiv-
ity.”

Brown agrees that credi-

Prison on Hill ?

By John MacLeod

The controversy concern-
ing the possible future of the
MSVU Motherhouse, based on
a report aired last Wednesday,
was a result of miscommunica-
tion of information, said Halifax
Mayor, Moira Ducharme.

"It was never the Federal
Government's intention to turn
the Motherhouse into a prison,”
said Ducharme.

"The city was asked by the
Federal Government to compile
alistofknown areasofaround 10
acres, approximately 100 miles
from the Halifax-Metro area," said
Ducharme. The city knows that

the Sister's of Charity have land
of this size range near the Moth-
erhouse, which has been avail-
ablefor development in the past.

The confusion may be the
result of the wording of the re-
port: "The Mount Saint Vincent
University Motherhouse is sur-
rounded by residential and uni-
versity uses. This site is large and
offers excellent transit access along
with direct access to the major
women-centred university in the
city.” These were the exact words
of the report given to the media,
said Shelly Dickey, Halifax City
Plannerwho prepared the report
for the government.

"The Federal Government
wants to build six cottages, hous-

ing four women each, close to
groups which can help them
rehabilitate. Halifax is an area
with such groups.

"The women housed there
would be those with light sen-
tences and ready for release in
the near future," said Ducharme.

The Sisters of Charity were
quite upsetwith theway the news
was interpreted, but they are not
ignorant of the need for such a
facility.

"The Sisters of Charity will
of course take university concerns
into consideration before mak-
ing any decisions regarding the
uee of Motherhouse land,” said
Sister Mary Louise Brink, assis-
tant for the Sister's of Charity

bility is a problem that must be
addressed. "But I would not cite
it as the major stumbling block
for the profession.”

Brown says the big prob-
lem is "the traditional adversar-
ial relationship between journal-
ists and PR people -- and that
lingers! Neither is accomplish-
ing a goal by being adversarial."”
King says the idea of the PR
practitioner-journalist relation-
ship as one of healthy adversar-
ies "offers some checks and bal-
ances ... I'm more concerned about
the degree or intensity of the
adversarial relationship.”

King says he's seen every-
thing from mutual cooperation
and dependency on on¢ hand, 10
distrust and hostility on the other.

This hostility is based ona
lack of understanding of each
other'sroles, says King. PR prac-

titionersand journatists are both
in the communication business
"andlikeitornot, they need each
other."

King refers toa King's jour-
nalism student who recently sat
inon a Mount PR dlass. He spoke
about a RIFT between the two
professions, says King. "In some
ways journalists are more rigid
and inflexible than PR practitio-
ners."

Brown encourages ongo-
ing dialogue between the two pro-
fessions, especially at the aca-
demic level. PR and journalism
studentsshould gettogether and
talk about their difficulties, he
Says.

~ "King'’s journalism and
Mount Saint Vincent PR students
should talk about this, because
they're going to be out there fac-
ing each other some day.”
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DONATIONS

by Clive Thompson

TORONTO (CUP) --
Ontario is eyeing a plan to make
donations to universities a 100
per cent tax writeoff, a scheme
critics saywillincrease corporate
control of the institutions.

The government is consid-
ering allowing universities to
establish Crown foundations for
fundraising, says Shelagh Nerney,
communications officer for the
Ministry of Colleges and Univer-
sities.

Donations to crown foun-
dations are a complete tax writeoff,
whereas donations to universi-
ties can reach a maximum of only
20 per cent. "It's certainly an
option under consideration” to
attract morecash for post-secon-
dary schools, she says. The Uni-
versity of British Columbia was
granted a crown foundation in
1987.Since then, UBChasraised
$200 million of a $270 million
five-year campaign, the largest
sum raised by a university in
Canada to date.

"I've only been here a year,
but I can already see a great benefit

OTTAWA (CUP) -- A
Liberal MP is pushing a bill that
couldlead to the development of
"nationalstandards" for all levels
of education.

"Stuart Smith (head of the
Commission of Inquiry on Cana-
dian University Education) says
the system is fine," says Liberal,
Mac Harb. "I say it's not fine! If
it's fine, why do 50 per cent of
university students not finish their
degrees?"

Smith released a report in
early October, which said our
universities are fundamentally
healthy.

If Harb's bill passes, the bill
willinvestigatesettinga national
standard for all levels of educa-
tion.

Canada suffers from high
illiteracy and drop-out rates in
both secondary and post-secon-
dary institutions, Harb says.

In Canada, 38 per cent of
adults have difficulty reading and
writing and one out of three stu-
dents drop out of high school
pefore completing grade 12.

ONT. EYES PLAN TO
BOOST PRIVATE

(from the foundation)," says Clark
Warren, UBC fundraising man-
ager. "It's an extremely valuable
tool.”

Others oppose crown foun-
dations, claiming they will increase
corporate control of universities,
and direct research and develop-
ment in solely technological and
profit-making directions. Says

Robert Frankford, an Ontario
NDP MPP: "I think there has
beenan experience that business
has been able to set the agenda."

Frankford says the private
sector should contribute more
money to post-secondary insti-
tutions, but only through taxa-
tion, to avoid tying donations to
specific projects.

Valerie Burkimscher, The
Mount's development manager
(in charge of fundraising) says
the province of Nova Scotia is in
the discussion stages of setting
up a province-wide foundation
for universities.

"The Mount would be very
much in favour of such a founda-
tion," says Burkimscher.

LIBERALS WANT
"NATIONAL STANDARDS"

Harb says these conditions
create a labour force unable to
meet increasingly sophisticated
employment requirements, and
hurts Canada's international
competitiveness.

Harb says the federal gov-
ernment must devise standards
for issues such as curricula con-
tent, training and retention of
teachers, and methods of assess-
ing students.

The Canadian Federation
of Students has been lobbying
for their own version of national
standards for the past 10 years.

"The CFS is happy that Mac
Harb and the Liberal party are
finally showing some interest in
education,” says Allison Lewis,
CFS deputy chair. "The problem
is when he talks about national
standards, it's different from what
we call national standards.”
CFS'version calls for a formal role
for the federal government, in
post-secondary education, and
accountability on federal trans-
fer payments.

Parking Problems

By Theresa Hawkesworth

Inadequate facilities are not
the problem with parking on
campus. The problem is that the
spaces are not where people want
them to be, said Diana MacKin-
non, Chief of Security at Mount
Saint Vincent University.

"There has been only one
day in the 14 months that I have
been here that every parking space
was taken," said Diana MacKin-
non. "People just don't want to
walk down from the Mother-
house."

Parking facilities and poli-
cies are reoccurring issues on
campuses across Canada. Mount
Saint Vincent is no exception.
There are approximately two
permits issued for each allotted
permit space on campus. This
allows for fluctuations in the

number of people on campus,
said MacKinnon.Some students
say this policyshould be changed
because it does not always guar-
antee permit holders a space.

"It angers me that people
with permits are getting tickets
when there are people without
permits parking in our spots,”
said Leanne Strathdee, a first-
year student.

Some permit holders be-
lieve they are entitled to a park-
ingspace even if it means break-
ing university parking regulations,

"People with permits should
be allowed to park in metered
spots without having to pay, said
Marion Mulroony, a mature stu-
dent at the Mount. Mulroony has
received two parking violations
since September.

MacKinnon is concerned

that improvements in facilities
would require cutting down trees.
"I would like to see parking fa-
cilities expanded to the extent
that they can be, without taking
away too much greenery," she said.

"As the university grows
parking will have to be improved
or there will have to be a new
perspective on who can park here,’
said MacKinnon.

Encouraging people to park
at the tip of the hill is one short-
term solution to the parking

_ problem, said MacKinnon.

Permits, normally sold for
$30 for one term, are offered at
half-price to people who are will-
ing to park only near the Moth-
erhouse. Nineteen of these per-
mits had been purchased by the
end of September. Thirty-nine
spaces are still available.

Proposed Residence Changes

by Stacey Lewis

"Attention girls. Male en-
tering residence,” may soon be
heard a lotmore often in Vincent
Hall. Negotiations are under way
that could eventually bring about
drastic changes in rules in all the
residences at Mount Saint Vin-
cent University.

"We are looking at the whole
question of male visitation in
Vincent with the Motherhouse,"
said Housing Officer, Barbara
Crocker. Changes are being con-
sidered that would give residents
of Vincent Hall the same male
visitation privileges as the other
residences. Currently in the
Birches, Assisi and Evaristus, male
visitors are allowed in student's
rooms from 3 p.m. until 1a.m.on
Fridays and Saturdays, and from
2 p.m. until 7 p.m. on Sundays.

"As for the other rules and
regulations, once we have the
answer concerning Vincent Hall,
we will be looking at the bigger
picture,” said Crocker. If nego-
tiations for male visitation at
Vincent Hall are successful, more
changes are being considered for
the other residences. Overnight
male visitation, and allowing
alcohol in the lounges will be
discussed for the Birches, Assisi

'and Evaristus. However,itseems _

Vincent Hall would still be de-
nied such privileges.

Students seem to have dif-
fering opinions on the issue of
rules in residence. The rules in
the Mount residences have been
a controversial issue for quite
some time.

"We should be given the
chance to show we can be re-
sponsible,” said Cheryl Hooper,
aresident of Assisi Hall. Hooper
said that male visitation should
be extended to overnight since
current rules do not even allow
for male friends or brothers to
spend the night. Hooper also said
that drinking should be allowed
in residence.

Other students in residence
are pretty much satisfied with the
current rules. Natasha Bowlby,a
third-year student who has lived

in residence since she began at-
tending the Mount, feels that the

* rules are fair. Bowlby said the
rules create a good atmosphere

for studying.

Although the residence
population has decreased this
year, liberalization of the rules is
nota ploy to attract more people
to residences. Crocker said the
present rules have not contrib-
uted to the decline. Finances
appear to be the deciding factor
for many students this year, she
said.

Acting
Design
Production
Playwriting
Directing

H2J 218

THE NATIONAL THEATRE
SCHOOL OF

AUDITIONS

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION
FEBRUARY 15th

If you are interested in finding out more about
the School, please write or telephone:

The National Theatre School of Canada
5030 St. Denis Street
Montreal, Quebec

Tel.: (514) 842-7954
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To the Editors:

lamwriting in reference 1o
two articles within the Novem-
ber 6, 1991 edition of the Pjcaro
- the "Student Union's 1991-199

Budget" and the "Editoria]."

I was both shocked and
alarmed after reading the "Sty-
dent Union's 1991-1992 Budget,"
page ten. The third largest item
listed was miscellaneous at
$25,000!!! Only Health Plan
($200,000) and Salaries ($90,000)
are higher, though Honorariums
are a close fourth at $24,600. From
doing my own personal budget, I
know small and unexpected ex-
penses can add up, but to the
amount of $25,000?? With small
figures like Elections ($200) and
Pub Renovations ($300) listed, I
am concerned as to what is clas-
sified under miscellaneous or is
it just used to balance the budget
at zero?

Also, I found the "Edito-
rial," page four, to be very dis-
turbing. Its mockery and ridicule
of people's opinions is shameful.
Right from the first paragraph
we are belittled, being called
insincere if we do not sign our
letters in full ("Letters to the

editors should be signed to be
sincere.") In the end they close
offwith taunts of their "superior-
ity" by telling us we let cowardice
overrule our lives ("If you have
something worth saying, say it.
Sayit, writeit, sign it,and bringit
to the Picaro office. Life is too
short to hover in anonymity and
let this 'cowardice' overrule your
life. I put my name to this paper
every week with pride."). We are
insulted, said to lack character
("To write a letter to the Picaro
office, sign it "A concerned stu-
dent,'slip it under the office door
shows, in my opinion, a lack of
character. If someone doesn't
believe in themselves, why should
1?"). The writer admits these
concerns are valid, at least until
she notices the letter is not signed
in full ("The ideas of all these
letters were valid in my mind until
I noticed that they were not prop-
erly signed. Therefore, these
individuals had wasted their time
by writing the letter, and wasted
my time with unprintable text.").
At this point everything becomes
worthless ("As in all aspects of
life, exceptions do exist, but in

Blah! Blah! Blah!

by Mikc fscnor

Well, well ,well . . . looks
like we've reached my favourite
season of the year - The Month
Before Christmas. Yes, that's right,
I refer to this as a separate sea-
son.

Ah, yes! November 25 to
December 25. Surely this must
be the most stressful 31 days of
the entire year . . . with just over
4 weeks left before Christmas,
most people are running around
like a chicken with its head cut
off, searching for that elusive
perfect gift for Auntie Maude. If
you are a student, however, you
are doing your searching during
brief but hectic intermissions from

studying for exams, finishing fi-
nal papers, keeping up todateon
your regular workload and groan-
ing over the fact that you only
have $21.07 in your bank account.
Now that we're all on the
same stress wavelength, let me
tell you how to deal with this
problem - get yourself a Seven
Year Old!! For those of you with
younger children, be patient, your
turn is coming. And for those
unfortunate, lonely folk who are
childless. .. Isuggest you stop by
your local Seven - Eleven store,.
where you'll find a complete stock
ranging in colour, size and 1.Q.
You see, this is the fun part!
Seven Year Olds (especially girls)
are a separate entity from your
usual human child. I consider ours

arather typical example and it is
atthis timeof the year that I grow
to appreciate her even more. I'll
explain. My desk resides in a comer
of our front room (that's living
room to you city folk!) and is
usually considered a hard hat area,
our family and friends are aware
of this danger and take the ap-
propriate precautions. This 2x4
foot surface acts as a barricade
between me and the outside world.
We have been quite successful at
training The Seven Year Oldand
her protege sister (who we affec-
tionately call Puck) from wan-
dering too near this pile of pre-
cariously packed publications that
sometimes teeter as high as 4 or
5 feet; not out of fear that one of
them may knock this death trap
over, but my Wife and Iare afraid
they'll wander into this mess and
be lost for years (just like my
Shakespeare paper that I lost in
1988!!).
But I digress. ..
As I was saying, The Seven
Year Old sometimes forgets
herself and ventures into my
nightmare of books and assign-
ments. Tonight, as I sat amongst
my happy mess blissfully cram-
ming for a Canadian Studies exam,
glancing at my History paper on
the Puritans while noticing the
contented snores coming from
Puck's bedroom. . . I felt a pres-

OP/ED

general to state one's opinion and
then deny such idea weaken's one's
conviction, leaving that opinion
worthless."). The author accepts
there are exceptions, but yet criti-
cizes these people without know-
ing whether not these people have
good reasons for not signing??
How does a perfectly valid con-
cern become void and a waste of
time over a persons full name
tagged on the bottom?? The
author claims to take things in-
stride ("I receive both positive
and negative criticism every week.
Ilearn from it. Iam proud ofit."),
yetshe writes a extremely degra-
tory (sic) article over people's
desire for privacy. What if the
topic was a highly controversial,
like abortion? How will the au-
thor react to someone with a
different opinion than hers?

With the exception of the
second sentence in the first para-
graph, the first four paragraphs
would have been sufficient to
explain to the reads (sic) the
editors situation of publishing
letters to the editors.

A deeply concerned student,

Cynthia Ann Way

"Daddy, can I borrow a pen?”

Oy, vay! It would be easier
to look for chickens teeth and I
almost mention this fact. .. but
there arc these two big, blue eyes
(about the colour of the North
Atlanticin mid-January) staring
up at me in total innocence. I
hateitwhenshedoesthattome!!
Ifound a penand returned to my
work. But I could feel those blue
orbs staring at the side of my
head.

"Daddy, can I have a piece
of paper?”

As I handed her a scrap of
paper torn from beneath a tot-
tering pile of books, this little
cherub rewarded me withaquick
peck on thecheek. How am I
supposed to maintain my mean
ogre image with all this sweet-
ness around!! Settling back to
my usualstate of panic, I noticed,
once again, thatlittle presence at
my elbow. I slowly pushed my
glasses back onto my nose and
looked out from under what I
hoped were fierce shaggy eye-
brows.

"Daddy, how do you spell
*Dear Santa'?"

Hmm, she did it to me again
. . . oh, well! Dr. Stanley, Dr.
Usmiani, Auntic Maude, the
Royal Bank and N.S.P.C. can all

wait. The Month Before Christ-
mas and Santa only come once a
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Warner Brothers.
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Generation 2000: Our Future

By Kara Mullaly

Concern over Canada's
future has Generation 2000
embarking onanambitious proj-
ect to prepare Canada's youth to
face the new century.

"Today, misunderstanding
between our regions is hindering
our appreciation for the unique-
ness of Canada," said Genera-
tion 2000 Recruitment officer
Kate Jamieson. "If we want to
make better judgements about
our country's future, we must get
to know each other now," Jam-
ieson said in a telephone inter-
view from the national office in

Toronto.

The International Perspective

by Julian Liew

They may be small in num-
ber, butinternationalstudentsat
the Mount provide a unique
education for both Canadian
students and instructors, say
university officials.

There were 64 international
students at the Mount in the '90-
'91 academic year. That is just
under two per cent of the 3,467
students enroled during that
session. Figures from the regis-
trar's office for the two previous
academic years show that the
percentage of international stu-
dents have remained constant.
International students are those
who require visas to study in
Canada.

Dozens of countries, from
Anguilla to Zimbabwe, are rep-
resented in the Mount commu-
nity. Students come from as near
as Bermuda and the Bahamas,
and as faras Lesothoand Austra-
lia.

Whatever their countries
of origin, these students widen
the horizon for Canadians, stu-
dents and teachers alike.

"The presence of interna-
tional students helps our students
have a broader understanding of
the world beyond their own €x-
periences,” said Dr. Marilyn
McDowell, chair of the Depart-
ment of Human Ecology.

"[It also] causes us tO re-
view how we're teaching and what
we're teaching.”

Diane Morris, who has been
registrar at the Mount for over
10 years, would agree. She said,
the presence of international
students ensures that institutions

opor

Generation 2000 is a non-
partisan, non-governmental youth
organization operated by young
people to bring Canada's youth
together to exchange experiences
and ideas. The program's mis-
sion is to promote understand-
ing and appreciation for Canada'’s
diversity. This understanding will
contribute to a generation ca-
pable of making decisions and
meeting future challenges.

"Canada's economic, politi-
cal and social problems will be
inherited by Canada's young
people. We, the youth of Can-
ada, should play a role in ad-
dressing these issues," said Jam-
ieson.

ofhighereducationretainaclear
perspective of their mandates and
of the world in general.

"I don't think any post-sec-
ondary institution can survive
being insular," she said. "I don't
think [simply] having interna-
tional students on campus cures
insularity. It is one of the ways of
making sure we don't have tun-
nel vision."

McDowell said that for
interactions to take place, the
individual instructors have to plan
for it. Most instructors, she said,
do really try to maximize the
benefit of the presence of inter-
national students.

The learning experience
extends beyond the classroom as
well. Interacting with people from
different cultures helps "prepare
students for the world," said Dr.
Wayne Ingalls, the Mount's new
vice-president academic. Through
social activities, students learn
that people may act or dress dif-
ferently but they are still
people;and that, he said, isa "good
thing forastudent to learn." This
lesson will serve students well
when they embark on their ca-
TEers.

"If you want to be success-
ful,you have to respect them," he
explained, referring to these dif-
ferences. "The world is become a
smaller place. Events that hap-
pen halfway around the world
affect us daily."

The process of discovering
different cultures is not by any
means limited to Canadian stu-
dents. International students, t00,
arelearning from their Canadian
classmates.

For instance, said Maggie

Generation 2000 grew out
of Robert Barnard's concerns for
the level of youth involvement in
shaping Canada's future. Bar-
nard was involved in the Spicer
Commission and at age 25, he
was the youngest participant in
the Commission. Since April, he
has coordinated activities to cre-
ate a national group from all
regions, economic levels, occu-
pations and interests involved in
acommon project.

Generation 2000 hopes to
inspire young Canadians to ex-
plore their country through in-
novative and adventurous pro-
grams, including a National
School tour, a cross Canada Bi-

Leung, 27, some learn "to ex-
press ourselves and ask questions.”

"They [Canadians] are freer
to express themselves," said the
third-year student, who is study-
ing human ecology.

However, not all learning
experiences are entirely positive.
A 29-year-old student from Ber-
muda said she has found a cer-
tain degree of racism here, stem-
ming primarily from ignorance.

"I heard my first black joke
here," said the Bermudian, who
asked toremainanonymous. She
said the racism she has encoun-
tered in Canadais "not outright,”
in contrast to her experience in
the United States. She attended
preparatory school in a small
American community of 200, of
whom only 11 were blacks.

"I have never been called
any racial names or assaulted
[here],” she said. "In the States,
the KKK burnt a cross on my
scheol yard. That's outright.

"Canadians are not really
racist. [Some] are just ignorant.

cycle Tour and a Summer Job
Exchange.

"Statistics Canada defines
youth as persons aged 15-27," said
Newfoundland Regional Direc-
tor, Catherine Shortall. "We are
seeking to create teams of youth
in their late teens and early 20's
who can inspire the younger
people through personal contact.
University students are in an ideal
position to finally do something
for themselves and for Canada in
a positive way," said Shortall.

"It is time to reduce misun-
derstanding amongst Canadians.
Not all Newfoundlanders are
fisherman,” said Shortall, "Just

asall Albertansdon't workin the

have never met a black person.

oil business, or in the wheat fields.”
"If we communicate with each
other through the different so-
cial, political, regional, cultural
and linguistic boundaries that
divide us-- maybe we can save
Canada."

"I urge all young people to
getinvolved. Now is your chance
to participate in an exciting proj-
ect which touches every young
Canadian, and can really make a
difference,” said Shortall.

To get involved, or for more
information, contact Generation
2000 at (416) 483-7333.

F

But once they meet one, they're
okay."

In general though, the
Bermudian student said, she finds
Canadians to be receptive to the
fact that she's not Canadian. "It
just doesn't matter that I'm not
Canadian. They're interested in
where I'm from. They're quite a
friendly and outgoing people --
friendliest people I've ever met."

Of all international stu-
dents, Bermudians form the larg-
est group. There i, in fact, a special
relationship between the Mount
and Bermuda.

Morris explained, "It goes
back to when the Sisters of Char-
ity ran the only free-access school
[in Bermuda]." The school,
founded in 1890, was open toall,
regardless of race. Many students
would then come to do their
degrees at the Mount.

Although Bermuda has
since built other schools, many
Bermudians still come to finish
their undergraduate degrees or
to do their graduate work here.

They come from small towns. They
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Some of life's greatest
pleasures. Going to
OToole's is rather like
wearing your favorite
jeans and an old sweater -
cozy, comfortable and fa- |
miliar.

OToole's affordable
menu offers succulent
seafood, delectable soups,
salads and sandwiches, *
charbroiled steaks, super
burgers, Mexican de-
lights, and an astounding
range of delicious finger
foods.

Drop in for lunch,
dinner or an evening
snack with a couple of
drinks. The kitchens'
open 'til midnight seven
days a week and the
lounge is open 'til 2 am

(except Sunday).

Located at Mill Cove,
corner of
Bedford Highway &
Hammonds Plains Rd.
Bedford
Telephone
835-3336
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THE CONDOM LADIES

By Richard Peter

At first glance this table
1ooks like any number of others
at the flea market selling home-
made crafts. There are arrange-
ments of artificial flowers, cor-
sages, pet rocks, book marks,
earrings and all sorts of other
novelty items. When you first look
there's nothing remarkable. But
when you look twice, and little
bit closer, which everybody does,
you realize everything on the table
is made out of condoms.

A woman comes up to the
table with an older lady in tow.
They've obviously found what they
were looking for. "This is what I
wanted you to see. Do you know
what they are?" There's a short
pauseand thentheolderwoman,
peering over the top of her glasses
and half smiling, answers, "I do
now butIhad tolook throughmy
bifocals to be sure." A lot of people
need a double take to make sure
that what they think they saw is
actually what's on the table.

The crafts are made by Pat
Harding and Shirley Sweet of
Sackville. Their business doesn't
have a name but they say they're
known as the "Condom Ladies."
Today they're both wearing Christ-
mas sweatshirts and they're smil-
ing. You can practically see the
sense of humour they need to be
in this line of work.

A couple walks by and spots
the selection of garters for sale.
The man reaches out for one that's
made of coral ribbon and black
lace. On the side, like everything
else, there's a condom made up
to look like a flower. "What do
you think?" he asks his wife, "I
think they're sexy." She turns
around, scowls seriously and then
bursts out laughing and playfully
smacks him on the chest.

The garters are popular
items, Pat says. "People actually
wear them at weddings and some
men buy them to hang in their
trucks on the rear-view mifror.”

The condom crafts are a
way of making extra money for
Christmas.The women got the
idea from Florida last year when
Pat bought a "rubber plant” for
her son. Tt was an instant hitand
she thought it would be worth
trying here, so she approached
Shirleywith her plan. Shirley was
experienced in making other crafts

Small Craft Safety

Hybreed Rubber Plant:

1. Blooms mostly at night or early morning, on rarte occasions during the day.
2. Blooms in different sizes and lenghts, depending on the owner.
3. Never needs food, water, or sunlight.

and seemed like a logical par
ner. In February they startea
looking for supplies 10 go into
production.

It took two months to fig-
ure out the best suppliers for
everything they would need:
buttons,mugs, card holders, and
of course, condoms. "You've go
to hunt around," Pat said. There
isnoquestion thatas much funas
itis, this is serious business. And
like any business there are some
unpredictable problems that have
to be solved along the way. Pat
advises, "Don't get lubricated
condoms. You can't use them.
They slip all over."

Most of the condoms used
are tied off around artificial sta-
mens and surrounded by silk petals
and fashioned into condom blos-
soms. Then the blossoms are
arranged withssilk leaves in mugs
or wine glasses. Rubber plants
cost $5 and $10 and each comes
with a card holder displaying
instructions for care and a no-
tice: "Will not reproduce if bloom
is used."

There are two blossom sizes.

The big ones are made from regu-

lar condoms that they get from
the supplier for 36 cents each.
Thesmall blossoms are made from

finger cots used in hospitals. Pat
jokes, "we always call them small
condoms for small guys."

Shirley tells astoryabout a

woman in her 30s, who was with
her boyfriend when they discov-
ered the little blossoms. This
woman couldn't imagine what the
small condoms were used for,
"Who would ever need such a
small one?" Instantly her boy-
friend answered, "Your ex-hus-
band." Every time Shirley tells
the story she laughs. Behind her
you can see Pat making change
for someone but she still looks
over to smile. It's obviously one
of their favourites.

Another lady walking past
the table only stops long enough
to say, "They're nice and every-
thingbut no good - they've all got
holes in them." Then she throws
herhead back, laughsatwhat she
said and moves on.

The Condom Ladies are at
the Penhorn Mall flea market in
Dartmouth every Sunday between
now and Christmas. They have
had to drop plans to go to the
major Christmas craft fairs in
metro because they're too busy
keeping up with demand at the
flea market. "This is taking up all
our time just keeping up with

this," Shirley says. On average
they make between $125 and $150
on a Sunday morning.

But Christmas isn't passing
unnoticed. In fact, two new items
have been introduced for the
holiday season. There are Christ-
mas trees created out of over-
sized pine cones from Florida
and trimmed with small condom
blossoms. There's even a new
condom all ready to use tied up
inabowandsnuckunder the tree
in the cotton-batting snow.

G-strings are the other new
item for Christmas. Each one has
a satin pouch held on by black
lace straps and outfitted with a
new condom in a front pocket.
The condom is secured inside by
a button. On one G-string the
button says, "Willing and able,"
on another, "Here comes
trouble."For the most part ev-
eryone enjoys the crafts but maybe
once a day they do get a negative
reaction. "You get the odd one
who says, oh gross," Shirley says.
Then Pat is quick to add when
that happens someone else usu-
ally says, "if you don't like them
you don't have to look at them."

The condom crafts are
especially popular with older
people. Shirley says, "My mother

is 78 and she gets a great kick out
of it." She had a rubber plant in
her apartment in a senior's com-
plex in the valley until someone
came in, saw it and bought it
from her. It has since been sold
again. Shirley says, "I think it's
still going" and she's been told to
bring plenty of her goods with
her the next time she visits.

The most popular item on
the table are the petrocks. In the
last three weeks they've sold over
300. It used to take along time to
produce that many but not any-
more, "Because I'm getting good
at it. Now it's an assembly-line
affair,"” Shirley says, and then she
explains the process of laying out
dozens of rocks and making them
all up at once, one step ata time.

Condom crafts are already
well travelled. Some have been
taken home to Bermuda, Eng-
land and Germany. Shirley says
that yesterday she sold gifts that
are on their way to Wales tomor-
row for Christmas. People are
even travelling distances in search
of the Condom Ladies. Some
people from P.E.L have come to
the flea market to find more of
the rubber plants that their friends
had brought back.

There is even a slightly more
serious side to the condom crafis.
"You also get a lot of serious
conversations about AIDS," says
Pat. People seem to support a
higher profile for condoms, even
if it is only in fun. If the crafts
make people more comfortable
with condoms, maybe they'll be
less timid about using them.

At another craft fair, Shirley
says the "pregnancy people" set
up nearby at a planned parent-
hood booth were delighted be-
cause, in a way, they figured we
were all on the same side. The
possible good that they're doing
is just a bonus.

"My friends call it the
chuckle table," Pat says. It's true.
People walk by their tablea little
bit more slowly than other tables.
They take a little longer to be
sure that what they see are actu-
ally condoms. There's a lot of
whispering, a noticeable amount
of giggling and some people laugh
out loud. That's great, because
that's exactly what's meant t0
happen. The latest in small craft
safety is supposed to be enjoyed.
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The electric answers of . . .

BRETT RYAN

By Kent Brown
