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Green Light on
Mount Campus

By Janet Allen

It was 12-feet high and
eight-feet wide. It's iraveled all
across Canada, stopping at Ca-
nadian universities from British
Columbia to Newfoundland. It
visited the Mount last Friday,
March 13.

It was a huge environmental
postcard, carrying the written
concerns of students to the United
Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development
(UNCED) to be held in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil this June.

Environmentalist and car-
penter Mario Houle'sstopat the
Mount is one of the last on his
cross-Canada tour called Green
LighttoRio0'92. The tour, taken
on by Houle and artist Patrice
Boyer, intends to raise aware-
ness about environmental con-
cerns as well as the United Na-
tions conference in Rio. Boyer
and Houle thought their envi-
ronmental postcard of a foetus
attached by the umbilical cord to
the earth, was a great way to
generate environmental aware-
ness.

"All the different problems
that exist with the environment-
-if you combine everything--it
demands a big shake-up to save
what is left," said Houle, who
feels the onlyanswer is for every-
one towork together to help the
environment.

"Let's say we're 100 indi-
vidualistsinaroomshaken byan
earthquake and a rock blocks
the exit. If everyone stays an
individualist, no one will ever

et out,” said Houle. "We all
have to get together tomove the

rock.”

Houle sees the United
Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development, widely
known as the Earth Summit, as a
great opportunity to bring at least
150 countries together to dis-
cuss international environmental
concerns. The Earth Summit
will be the first global assembly
ofheads of state and government
on the environment and
development. "It's also the first
time non-government agencies
have been invited to participate
inasummit,"said Houle. "There
will be people from every sector
of our society."

Houle said one matter
that will be discussed at the
Summit is the creation of an
Earth Charter. "When they
produce it we'll have a common
document of environmental
concerns. It will become the
most important document on
the planet.” The reference
package for the Earth Summit
defines the charter as 'a
declaration of basic principles
for the conduct of nations and
people in respect of
environment and development
to ensure the future viability and
integrity of the Earth as a
hospitable home for human and
other life forms'.

"The [environmental]
situation won't improve before
we get more organized with a
document like this,"” said Houle.
"We need every country to have
the same environmental laws
and a body to make sure nations
are following the laws--so
nations can't escape like
thieves."

Cindi Coffill, a third-

year chemistry major and
member of the Mount's Green
Team, was the initial contact
person for Houle's visit to the
Mount. Coffill was pleased
Houle was able to stop at the
Mount. Although his visit was
delayed a week because of
weather  conditions  in
Newfoundland,she said Houle's
persistence  shows  his
commitment to the conference
and the environment.

"Mario thought [the visit
to the Mount] was a tremendous
success," said Coffill. "There was
a lot of interest and I hope it
spills over into the next student
environment meeting." Coffill
has started a student environ-
mental group at the Mount. She
said everyone is welcome to at-
tend the next meeting in the old
Royal Bank space in Rosaria on
April 1 at 3:30 p.m.

Houle, who has been plan-
ning to personally deliver the
environmental postcard to Rio
to present it to the mayor during
the conference, is now having
difficulty finding funding. "I'm
going to call the universities I've
visited and the environmental
groups ateachtoseeiflcanraise
some funds."

If he cannot find the money
to travel to Rio himself, Houle
knows some people who are going
to the conference who may be
able to take the mural with them.

For now, Houle is on his
way to Charlottetown to visit
University of Prince Edward Is-
land with the giant environmental
postcard. "I have lots of great
expectations.”
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DAVE
WYNNS!

Mount Elects New
SU President

By Picaro Staff

At about 10:30 p.m.
Wednesday night, Dave Wynn
was announced the newly-elected
president of the Mount student
union.

After three hours of
counting ballots, the election
committee reported Wynn's vic-
tory with 39 per cent of the votes.
Presidential candidates Lynne Is-
enor and Ancel Langille received
34 per cent and 22 per cent re-
spectively.

"I've got a lot of plans for
nextyear,"said Wynn. "Like Isaid
in the president's forum, 1 plan to
move into residence for the sum-
mer to learn more about how things
work." During his campaign, Wynn
said he felt he could provide"open-
minded perspectives on new ideas:

Wynn, a third-year biol-
ogy major, wanted to thank ev-
eryonewhovoted for him: "There
are people too numerous to men-
tion".

The winners announced
for the two other contested posi-
tions were Cathy Thorpe, execu-
tive vice-president and Karen
Dean, internal vice-president. The
remaining student union postions
will be held by: Shauna MacNeil,
external vice-president; Jodie
Boone, residence representative;
Doris Agingu, international stu-
dents rep; Rebecca Nelson, busi-
ness rep; Sonia Baillon, public |
relations rep; Melanie Morgan,
full-timesenate rep; Bill Thomas,
academic vice-president, and Kathy
Greenfield, human ecology rep-
resentative.
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To the Editor:

It is inappropriate that your
newspaper should publish a front
page article by a presidential
candidate in the days immediately
preceding student council elec-
tions.

Itis possible that your newspa-
per is oblivious of the ethic of
responsible journalism (ie. "unbi-
ased", "neutrality") to the extent
that you are unaware that the
appearance of this article may be
intrepreted by many as an endorse-
ment of the presidential candi-
date?

The presentation of this ar-
ticle (at this time) reflects poor
judgement on the part of your
newspaper and that of the candi-
date personally. At worst, it may
be considered an opportunistic
move by the offending candidate.

Readers shouid Guesticn
whether rules and guidelines ex-
ist which regulate such practices

To the Editor:

Tuesday, March 10, student
union election candidates visited
Mount residences to campaign for
courlcil positions.

All candidates were given time
to introduce themselves to resi-
dence students and discuss their
respective issues. But when it
cam time for resident students to
ask questions, there was no time
available.

"We're running late tonight,
so we'll keep this short," we were
told. We were informed at the
beginningof the speeches that we
could only ask questions of the
people running for non-contested
positions. Any questions for other
candidates would have to wait until
the president's forum the next day.

Aren't these resident speech
nightsheld due to the fact that not
all students can attend the presi-
dent's forum? VincentHall resi-
dentswere theonly ones allowed
to ask questions. By the time
candidates got to Evaristus and
Assisi, time had run out.

To the Editor:

I'am writing this letter to ex-
press thanks to those students at
the Mount and especially residence
students, who took the time to
participate in the "If You Love
Education" campaign last month.
The idea came about from resi-
dence students who wanted to do
something to protest rising tui-
tion fees. With the help of several
students from residence, the
“broken hearts for education" were
distributed throughout the uni-
versity, signed, collected, and
presented to the university ad-
ministration.

Theend resultof thiscampaign,
along with other efforts, has been
favorable. The university budget

at election time. It is important
that an individual candidate should
notbe perceived as having an unfair
advantage -- whether intention-
ally or otherwise.

The appearance of this article
may have occurred as the result of
an honest oversight. However, it
is important that you realize that
your intended fairness may notbe
seen as fair in the impression of
many readers.

Yours truly,
Mary Jardine

Editor's note: I am not oblivious
to the ethics of responsible jour-
nalism, but rather desperate for
submissions.  Perhaps if other
students would subm:it articles as
often as  this "offending candi-
date" does, I wouldn't need to
make such ‘inappropriate” decisions.

Hope you enjoyed the Dire
Straits concert, they won't be
voting for you either.

Although one could contest that
there were few residents at the
speeches, the views of those few
still deserved to be recognized.
Resident students opened their
homes 10 candidates, and gave of
their time to listen to what these
candidates had to say.

Would it have been asking too
much to have the candidates al-
low some extra time to listen to
residence concerns? Or was this
an indication of how much time
the elected candidates will have
for resident concerns after vot-
ing day?

Forgive us forcutting this letter
short, but "we're running late" and
have to go. God, we're so rushed,
we may not even have time to
vote! "
Still questioning:
Shelley Hynes
Rebecca Moore

committee has changed the work-
ing assumption of ten per cent
increase to a nine per cent in-
crease, and the statistics produced
from this campaign played an
important role in this change.
Students at the Mount should
be grateful to residence students,
but espedally those in Assissi Hall
for helping with the distribution,
collection and presentation of the
petitions. Without the help and
support of these students, this
campaign wuold not have been as
successful as it has been.
Respectfully,
Ancel Langille
External V.P.
MSVU SU
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The Real Issues

Death for Repeat Murderers

by Lesley Butt YES

Murdering another human
being is one of the worst crimes a
person can committ. This hide-
ous crime is intensified when some-
one kills more than once. For
these people, capital punishment
should be legalized so that they
cannot kill again.

Ifsomeone is convicted of mur-
der more than twice, orifa person
ison trial forserial murdersand is
found guilty, the single punish-
ment should be death. It is obvi-
ous that these people will never
stop killing, or "see the error of
their ways". Why should they be
incarcerated for a certain period
of time (excluding parole, which
lets these multiple murderers go
free even sooner) and then be
released into an unsuspecting
society? Why should the public
be victim to yet another unnec-
essary slaying by this convicted
killer-- an abominable crime that
could have been prevented?

Some may argue that everyone
deserves to live, and that killing
someone for the same act makes
us no better than them. Ifsome-

Carolyn McLaughlan  NO
In Canada today the maximum
sentence one can receive if con-
victed of murder is life imprison-
ment. Although I do not believe
that this sentence proves lengthy
enough in the case of repeat
murderers and serial Killers, capi-
tal punishment should under no
circumstances be instated.

It surprises me that although
we claim to live in a civil society
this barbaric "eye for an eye" phi-
losophy still exists. As children I
am quite sure that we all heard
the old cliche "two wrongs do not
make a right". This cliche still
holds true. Itseems rather hypo-
critical that our law should state
"thou shalt not kill" and yet we
would punish one who breaks that
law by death, thereforebreaking
the very same law, as the person
we are punishing.

What would we prove by exe-
cuting repeat murderers? By stoop-
ing to their level of justice, all we
are proving is that we are no bet-
ter than they are. Cannot an
executioner be looked at as a
murderer? A murderer is a per-
son who kills another person, the
definition of an executioner is the
same.

one had killed Adolf Hitler or
Josef Stalin, would he or she have
been considered to be as ruthless
and as brutal as they were? Where
is the logicin that? Thereare cer-
tain people who are simply inhu-
man and should be treated as such.
What is more inhumane than the
killing of more than one person?
Shouldn'twe, as a judicial system,
offer a reasonable, humane way
of dealing with these vicious crimi-
nals?

It is a reasonable punishment
to sentence these people to death.
It is, however, inhumane to free
multiple killers into society where
itis more than probable that they
will kill again. It is also cruel to
imprison these murderers for the
remainder of their lives. I think
it would be more merciful to sen-
tence them to death than to con-
fine them inacell for the duration
of their lives.

If a person killed a succession
of innocent vitimes, why should
he or she be allowed to live while
these people are dead and their
families are still suffering? I

Capital punishment is not going
to put an end to murder. No
matter how many murderers we
execute, there willstill be more. If
we are ever to rid our society of
murder we need to understand
what it is that makes a killer kill.
If we could understand the cause
wemightbebetterable to prevent
serial killing from happening at
all. To take the lives of all those
who kill repeatedly would be
preventing use from ever discov-
ering the causes of their actions.

Our society holds human life
to be extremely precious and that
is why we have laws against the
taking of human lives. We as-
sume, however, that some lives
are worth more than others and
thisiswrong. Alifeisalife,itdoes
not matter who a person is or
whata person has done. Our laws
state that to take the life of an-
other human being is wrong and I
agree. [ alsoagree that those who
have taken the lives of others
should be punished for their crime.
Ido not believe, however, that we
have the right to punish them by
breaking the very same law our-
selves. No human being has the
right tokill another human being.

realize we are living in a democ-
racy where everyone's rights are
protected, but democracy can be
taken too far. When we free these
repeat offenders into society, isn't
that abusing the rights of the
public? Whose rights dowe want
to protect more, the murderer or
the law-abiding citizen? Ibelieve
that answer is clear. We have
coddled and pampered these trucu-
lent criminals long enough. We
have to deal with them in such a
way that others will be deterred
from committing the same crime.

Multiple killers need to be
expunged from our society and a
method of doing so is to legalize
capital punishment for these
crimes. These detestable crimes
must not go unchecked in our
country, and in order to reduce
the number of unnecessary slay-
ings, the death sentence must be
implemented. Until then, repeated
murderers will be allowed to pluck
another innocent victim out of
our society, and that unknown vic-
tim may be you.

I hope it is understood that |
do believe repeat murderers and
serial killers should be punished
for their awful crime and it is my
opinion that the maximum sen-
tences in Canada at present are
not lengthy enough. Every life,
however, is precious and for the
exact same reasons that murderis
acrime it would be wrong for us to
take the life of another human
being who has committed this
crime. I fail to see the difference
between theact of murderandthe
act of execution. Both are the
killing of a human being. Ina
“civil" society although these mur-
derers should not be set free 10
kill again, we should be moré
concerned with helping these
people than we are. Asasociety,
we should be looking for a long:
term solution to serial killings 2ot

quick satisfaction. The best

alternative would be to sentence
repeat murderers and serial Kill
ers to imprisonment for the 1
mainder of their natural lives. BY
doing this we would be ensuriig
that these serial killers would 10t
be released to kill again and W
would also be treating them in?
more humane and civil mannet
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VIQTORIA (Cupy .
University of Victoria students
are angry the administration is
Sticking 1o a three.year plan
Wwhich calls for a 102 per cent fee
Increase next year,

The university's board of
governors voted last year to
mcrease fees by $525 over three
years. Fees will jump by $180 for
full-time students for 1992/93.
Students paid $1,888 in fees for
_1991192, not including
incidental fees.

In a letter to Tom Perry,
British Columbia's advanced
education minister, UVIC
student councillor Jacquie Best
saidshe is "very concerned at the
way in which this decision
regarding tuition fees is being
hidden from public view.”

UVIC's student council has
been lobbying the NDP
provincial government to keep
their election promise to freeze
tuition fees.

Best said the university is
raiding fees without soliciting

Sexual Violence:

by Dawn Mitchell

HALIFAX (CUP) -- The
RCMP in Cape Breton, N.S. have
yet to make a decision regarding
an alleged Sept. 1991 sexual as-
sault.

"It's a complicated case,” said
RCMP superintendent George
Timko. "Certain matters need to
be carefully eamined from a legal
point of view and that's the main
reason things are takingsolong.”

Last fall, it was reported to
the local RCMP detachment that
a female, University College of
Cape Breton student had been
sexually assaulted in the univer-
sity residence by three men dur-
ing a party.

"The woman was questioned
several times by the RCMP, and
was charged with mischief after
changing her statement. The
charge was later dropped due to
lack of evidence.

The woman issued a writ-
'| ten statement through her law-
yer, criticizing the investigating
officer, and demanding an inquiry
into his conduct.

The RCMP re-opened the
case and have been investigating
the officer’s actions.

— CUP
UVIC Tuition Rise
{ Despite Promises

Report Findings in UCCB Case

input from students.

William Pfaffenberger, a
member of the board of
governors, said the three-year
plan "was done as a message to
the provincial government. The
university needs  more
committment from them”. But
Oona Padgham, chair of the
UVIC student council, said the
administration has jumped the
gun.

"It seems inappropriate for
the board of governors to have
passed the increases in
speculation,” said Padgham.

UVIC provost Sam Scully|
said the university couldn't wait
for the government's
announcement on funding for
universities.

Pfaffenberger said if the
province freezes fees, UVIC
wants it to increase funding to
make up for the loss.

*If the government doesn't do
that, somebody is going to
suffer," he said. "The money has
to come out of somebody's hide”.

By Stephen Doyle

Blueprint '98, a proposed
strategic plan which will allow
Mount Saint Vincent University
to operate more effectively and
efficiently and create the best
possible programs for its students,
has been put into the planning
stages over the past few weeks.

Seen as a priority by Presi-
dent Elizabeth Parr-Johnston
upon taking office last summer,
the process of identifying areas
of concern and of charting a course
for Mount Saint Vincent has been
undertaken by five different
committees under the guidance
of a 10-member steering com-

mittee. : 5
Asked if the Blueprint

had any connection to pressure
recently applied by the
provincial goverment's Council
on Higher Education, Academic
Vice-President Wayne Ingalls
could see a relationship to issues
being raised by the provincial
government. Namely the call to
streamline existing programs
offered by the provinces 13
degree-granting universities to
avoid overlap and duplication.
While seeing the Blueprint as
basically a management tool to

RCMP Slow to

The police have not charged 8 run the university effectively and
the male students, and the uni- § efficiently, still, the Mount must
versity has not taken anydiscipli- @ know what it's doing to address
nary action against the men. recommendations by the

The woman's lawyer, Eliza- Council on Higher Education.
beth Cusack Walsh, said she has For example, the

government has proposed the
establishment of a central
admissions office to serve all of
the universities. A consulting
firm is presently conducting a
feasibilitystudyofthe plan. Such
a system has already been
implemented in Ontario. Ingalls
said this could affect the Mount's
present policy of admitting

met with the Mounties several
times, and expects a decision by
the end of April.

In the meantime, the slow
progress of the investigation and
the media attention may have a
negative impacton otherwomen
who have been abused, says a
crisis worker.

"There is no doubt (the case) @ mature students. The criteria
has deterredpeoplefromre'?or.t- each university now has for
ing cases of sexual assault," said @ admittance of mature students
Bea LeBlanc, executive director

may be quite different from
Mount Saint Vincent's. A
common policy could challenge
the Mount's existing criteria.

Asked if the
_government pressure could elim-

inate or alter existing programs,
Ingalls said existing programs at
the Mount are very strong and
viable and not threatened by
proposed cuts. Ingalls also said
the university has rationalized
already, having reached at least
20 agreements with other
universities so far in an attempt

ofthewomen's shelter in Sydney.

"I have spoken to several
women who have mentioned the
case,” she said.

The women had been sexu-
allyassaulted, butdid not want to
file a report, saying they did not
want to endure a similar fate,
LeBlanc said.

A group of Sydney citizens
have been meeting to assess the
needs of the area for services for
sexual assault victims, and to raise
money to fund them.

to avoid duplication of
programs. "We're unique in
what we do, and the bottom line
is that we'll work towards what
makes the best programs
possible for our students," said
Ingalls.

Similarly,
Administrative Vice-President
Lois Dyer Mann sees Blueprint
'98 as mainly a strategic planning
measure, but feels the process of
identifying issues of concern,
while keeping present-day
facilities in mind, has little to do
with government threats to cut
funding or to have more say In
how funding is spent by
universities. Dyer Mannsees the
Blueprint as filling a void in the
overall vision of the university as
towhat it aspires to become over
time.

"We need a plan first

against which decisions may be
made. The university has

' operated " this far with little

emphasis on  planning.
However, the Blueprint has
more to do with the kind of
institution we are in light of our
mission statement, and the
evaluation of that mission

Blueprint '98

statement,"” said Dyer Mann.
Asked about the
charging of admission fees, Dyer
Mann said there could possibly
be a change in the way that fees
are charged. For example, a
system of differential fees could
be adopted , whereby students
would pay fees according 10 a
cost-of-program scale. Both
Vice-Presidents Dyer Mann and
Ingalls believe an increase in

tuition fees is inevitable for the
1992-93 academic year.

Itis expected by June of
this year the Steering
Committee will have received
reports identifying areas of
concern, and will then be able to
begin charting a course for
Mount Saint Vincent, based on
these reports.

With the help of the
Senate, the Board of Governors,
and the university community,
the Committee will arrive at a
definite plan for the university.
The plan will be drafted into
document form by 1998--a
significant date for the
university. It marks the 125th
anniversary of its founding by the
Sisters of Charity.
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Travel-stained, well-worn
and bearing the dirt of faraway
lands, it's probably the only three-
year-old to have journeyed
through 14 countries, from Pan-
ama to Argentina. But no one
pays any attention to the dirty
little red cloth sportsbag. It sits
alone and ignored on a chair in
the Travel CUTS office at
Dalhousie University where four
agents are frantically dealing with
clients. Meanwhile, another 10
clients, all in their late teens or
early 20s, patiently wait in a queue
to be served. The bag, seemingly
unimportant, belongs to Ian
Robertson, one of the clients at
the counter booking a flight.

But in 1989, the little bag
was probably the most impor-
tant thing in the world to
Robertson, originally from Van-
couver. It carried all that
Robertson, 25 at the time, deemed
essential for a seven-month trip
through South America: one pair
of shorts, a couple of shirts, one
pair of jeans, one long-sleeve top,
a pair of "flip-flops," a bar of soap,
one toothbrush, a tube of tooth-
pasteand, for practical reasons, a
large soft facecloth rather thana
towel. There was, of course, also
a camera.

Now, Robertson is finish-
ing his MBA at Dalhousie. On
this particular afternoon, a week
before February break, he is at
the Travel CUTS office booking
yet another ticket. This time, he
is headed not for South America
but for Ottawa, just because he's
"never been there.” Buthis South
American experience will always
remain for him the first of many
lengthy ventures abroad.

Flip flops, a bar of
soap and a tube of
toothpaste

Robertson is one of a grow-
ing number of young people
between 18 and 23 who take off
on their own every year for vari-
ous destinations. If the number
of flights booked is any indica-
tion, the Travel CUTS office at
Dalhousie alone handled over
23,000 client files in the last three
years.

Some of the files contain
bookings for two or more people.
Since November '91, there have
been close to 1,600 new files. That
translates into over 500 young
travellers amonth going through
one single travel agency in Hal-
ifax alone. Business has been so
brisk that, in two months, Travel
CUTS will be opening to stu-

dents its second office on the
Dalhousie campus -- currently
handling only staff and faculty.

"If there's a recession out
there, you wouldn't know it at
this office," says Michelle Mur-
ray, 25, who has been at the
Dalhousie office for about a year-
and-a-half.

But, the travel consultant
adds, the numbers tell only part
of the story. "A lot of students
are buying tickets to go home."
The recession has reduced the
volume of travellers in 1991, as
did the Gulf War and the intro-
duction of the goods and services
tax. Nonetheless, she says, "There's
been an increase this year."

Murray says that she does
not have any exact figures on hand
but she would estimate that 70
per cent of young people are
travelling on their own.

"There are very simple rea-
sons,” she explains. "It's difficult
to get a companion to do the
same things you want to do."

Murray, who has travelled
extensively through Europe and
Africa, says that many of those
who start out in pairs or in groups
tend to separate after two months.
The one exception she has found
are couples or "boyfriend-girl-
friend teams."

The growth in the ranks of
travellers in their late teens and
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foo
was to get m

before he could take solid food
again. "There's nothing you can
do except wait."For young women,
there is the added danger of sex-
ual harassment or even assault.
Murray says young women in-
tending to travel on their own
very often ask her, "Is it safe fora
single female to travel by her-
self?”

As a blonde who enjoys

One For The

Road

One particular area of
growth has been the Student Work
Abroad Programme (SWAP).
Despite economic and political
instability, Murray says, there were
about 1,500 participants in the
program in 1991. This year, the
agency is expecting 2,000, but
Murray is  predicting an even
higher number.

"SWAP, she says,
is an accessible and affordable
option. It offers young people a
chance to travel and work over-
seas without having to deal with
the bureaucratic hassles. "I don't
think students would do that fwork
abroad] on theirown without the
[security] blanket of SWAP," she
says. "Any student [under 26]
can apply to work in any country
on their own."

Even without SWAP, more
and more young people are trav-
elling today than in the past. One
reason, says Murray, is that young
people today are more aware of
events taking place elsewhere in
the world. “"People are more
knowledgable about the world
and they want to see it."

Robertson, who has been
through Asia, Europe, North
America and South America,
would agree. He says travelling
through different countries and
"seeing different cultures” is an
important learning process for
young people. "It's the experi-
ence," he says. "Just being there,
itgives adifferent perspective [of
the world] when you get home."

by Julian Liew

d or water. His first concern
edication. Fortu-
nately for Robertson, he had met
a fellow traveller, who went to
the pharmacist to buy the neces-
sary medication. He was inca-
pacitated for two days, he adds,
and it was another day-and-a-half

early 20s is not limited to Can-
ada. Stefanie Sprich, 26, from
Freiburg in southwestern Ger-
many, has noticed the same trend
at home. Sprich, currently on
her second trip in Canada, says
she first started going on extended
trips when she was 25. Referring
to young Germans today, she says,
"They travel at 18 or 19. They go
for half a year in Australia [or] a
year in the States."

Robertson gives two pos-
sible reasons for the large num-
ber of travellers in this age bracket.
First, they are the ones with the
long holidays. Second, those in
their late teens and early 20s have
not yet made commitments to
either a career or a family. He
points to himself as an example.

"My days of wanderlust are
winding down,"” Robertson, now
28, says somewhat wistfully. "It
gets harder when you get older.
When you have a family and a
permanent job, you don't have
the freedom to travel."

For young travellers, there
is undeniably the added appeal
of fun and adventure. However,
travelling is not without its prob-
lems, especially for the lone trav-
eller.

Robertson recalls the time
he fell seriously ill in Nepal. He
had been trekking around the
mountains alone for about a week
when he caught an intestinal in-
fection common in the area by

travelling, Murray says she her-
selfhas had her share of unpleas-
ant experiences. The first inci-
dent happened when she was
travelling on her own for the first
time.

"I was touched," she said,
pausing for emphasis, "in
Athens." Declining to be more
specificabout the sexual assault,
Murray continues, "I find that
very disturbing that one could
actually walk up to a woman and
just do that without thinking twice
about it."

After the initial shock, she
shouted at the man, who just kept
walking. Althoughshefound the
incident "annoying and humili-
ating," Murray says she was not
upset enough to complain to the
authorities. She adds that the
authorities would probably not
have been able to do anything

anyway.

Another time, she was trav-
elling with a friend in Egypt. At
one point, they noticed about six
men separately following them.
While the men were neither
physically nor verbally abusive,
Murray says it was definitely
unpleasant to be followed. She
and her friend shouted at them
and, when nothing happened, they
threw stones at the men until
they went off.

Murray stresses that her
intent in telling these stories is
not to give a bad impression of
these places by targeting them.

- Spm

On the contrary, she says,
especially if they are traveljj
on their own, could find them.
selves such situations just aboy
anywhere.

Her advice to women in g
similar incident is for them to
stay calm and not to betray
emotions. "One way to fuel the
fire is to get angry," she say,
"Ignoring the whole thing is the
best thing you can do."

The objective of such har-
assment is toattract the woman'
attention, explains Murray. [f
the woman does not react, the
man has failed and will go away,

Murray offers two other
pieces of advice to women tray-
elling independently. First, they
should not sit in empty train

compartments. Second, itis best
to respect local customs by dress-
ing appropriately. For example,
she says that she switched from
shorts to slacks towards the end
of her travels in Egypt, despite
the oppressive heat.

Robertson, too, advises
young travellers to respect local
laws and customs. With particu-
lar reference to Asia and South

America, he says seriously, "Donlt
do drugs while you're over there.”

People in these areas, he
explains, tend to be less tolerant
about drug use than in Canada.
In Malaysia, for example, the
penalty for using or carrying drugs
is death.

He also encourages young
people toseek advice fromother
travellers.

Travelling is both
a challenging test
and an invaluable
lesson in life for
young people

Despite the problems and
the occasional unpleasant expe-
rience, seasoned travellers like
Murray and Robertson say they
could never imagine giving up
travelling. In fact, both of them
strongly encourage young people
to travel. They say travelling is
both a challenging test and an
invaluable lesson in life for young
people."It makes you a more
rounded individual ... more tol-
erant," says Murray. "You be-
come more open-minded.”

Robertson says, "On the
whole, it's a pleasant experience.
The benefits outweigh the risks
and the costs. It's an education
you can't get at home."
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Animal Testing: The Forgotten Issue

by Carolyn Mclaughlan

Causes come and causcs go
but when an issue ceases to be
trendy it doesn't go away. World
hunger was the trendy issue in
1985 with "Live Aid" but once it
became old news the problem of
starving people didn't disappear.
There are still millions of chil-
dren dying of starvation each year,
in Africa and all over the world.
The use of animals in testing
cosmetics is another of those
forgotten issues that were once
trendy. Countless numbers of
innocent animals are still being
tortured and killed each year in
laboratories for the sole reason
of catering to our vanity. We
should feelitourobligationtobe
more aware of this issueand put
a stop to the cruelty.

A first step would be to be
aware of how laboratories actu-
ally test cosmetics before we buy
them. Thereare three main types
of laboratory tests which are done
on animals; those which test fof
Toxicity, Skin Irritation and Eye
Irritation.

Tests for Toxicity determine
how potentially poisonous a

cosmetic might be. An LD-50 test
is used for this purpose. For this
experiment alarge group of mice
or rats are forced to eat concen-
trated amounts of the product
(lipstick or eyeshadow for ex-
ample). They are fed the cosmetic
until, after they have suffered
excruciating pain, spasms of
vomiting and convulsions, half
of them die.

To test for skin irritation
guinea pigs or rabbits are shaved
and the product is taped to their
bare skin. It is left there for a
period of time so that any sort of
rash or other reaction can be
observed.

The last sort of tests are
those which test for eye irrita-
tion. Rabbits are always used for
this experiment as their eyes are
far more sensitive than ours and
their lack of tear ducts prevent
them from washing the cosmetic
out of their stinging eyes. The
rabbitsare chained toastockand
concentrated amounts of the
cosmetic are put into their un-
protected eyes. The rabbits are
then left and the level of eye irri-

tation is later measured by the
amount and degree of swelling,
pussiness, bleeding and blindness
that results.

These tests are not done to
save lives but only so that we, as
consumers, can continue to have
a wide selection of eyeshadows
and lipsticks to choose from. It
angers me even more to know
that these tests are not only cruel
but unreliable and unnecessary.

Cosmetic testing that is
done on animals often proves to
be unreliable because the tissues,
skin and organs of the animals
that are used are so different from
our own. In many cases the re-
sults from animal testing proves
difficult, if not impossible, to relate
to human use. Alternatives to
these cruel tests are available,
they just aren't being used!

One alternative is to use
"old" ingredients. "Old" ingredi-
entsare those which have proven
themselves safe over centuries of
use. Many of the most effective
ingredients in producing make-
up are plants and vegetables which
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