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Forum debate on "women only events'·' 
by Cheryl O'Connell 

. On March 8th, the Interna­
tional Women's Week Commit­
tee (IWWC) held a forum in the 
auditorium of Seton Academic 
Centre. The forum was organized 
as a result of Student Union's re­
fusal to allow the T.WWC to hold 
an all-women's pub at Vinnies. 
The decision was made on Feb. 
17th, and things have been in a 
state of unrest since. 

The enraged committee decided 
to cancel the women's rally and 
the pub night as a protest 
against the council's decision. 
They felt it would be a farce to 
celebrate, under the circum­
stances. Instead, they held a fo­
rum for the discussion of the 
rights of women to hold all­
women's events. Speaking on 
the panel for the forum were two 
lawyers, Wayne McKay and 
Mary Clancy. 

McKay is a constitutional 
lawyer and a professor at Dal­
housie University. He began 

with a discussion of the Charter 
of Rights and the Human Rights 
Code as they applied to the 
Union's decision. Two possible 
angles were introduced. The 
IWWC's desire to hold a 
women's pub could be seen as 
discrimination since Vinnies is 
usually a public facility, open to 
all . . 

Mr. McKay, however, was 
more inclined to believe that 
council's decision would be con­
sidered unconstitutional under 
the Charter of Rights. He quoted 
several sections of the Charter, 
pointing out that much was de­
pendent on how "equality" was 
defined. He justified the commit­
tee's request under the equality of 
opportunity section, as well as 
under "affirmative action" which 
allows for activities aimed at 
improving the status. for disad­
vantaged groups. 

In general, McKay believed 
that the union's decision was a 
violation of the ~barter of 
Rights. He did not see council's 
action as ·a reasonable lirnita-

tion, but as a discrimination 
against the committee. He sug­
gested, jokingly, that if integra­
tion is the goal, we should con­
sider having communal bath­
rooms, too. 

Mary Clancy began with a 
discussion of the never-ending 
battle women have to gain 
equality . She spoke of the 
"mistaken belief that the battle 

. is won." In relation to the pub 
night, she did not feel it would 
be harmful to men. Said Clancy, 
"Men are not . an endangered 
species." 

She spoke of the obvious pay 
inequity and under-representation 
of women in the legislature and 
in the work force . She also 
voiced the opinion that Mount 
Saint Vincent should be 
supportive of the feminist 
movement, in view of the fact 
that it is an institution devoted 
to the · higher education of 
women. 

As the floor opened to ques­
tions and comments from the 
audience, dissention was evidenL 

The first male speaker, Professor 
Peter Schwenger, spoke in 
support of the JWWC's right to 
gather together as a group of 
women. He felt they had every 
right to want to celebrate the 
spirit of the women's movement 
without the presence of men. 

He was followed by a couple 
of speakers who disagreed with 
the committee's views and at­
tempted to justify Student 
Union's decision. The first per­
son pointed out that perhaps a 
good way to spread education 
about women's rights would be 
to allow men to attend the · 
events and see for themselves 
the abilities of women. Both 
speakers pointed out that coun­
cil's decision was based on a 
long-standing policy that events 
sponsored by Student Union 
must be open to all members of 
the union. Cheryl Mackenzie, 
Student Union senate represen­
tative, raised the point that the 
union is elected to represent the 
entire student body, including 
the 15 per cent male student 

Dyer tells Canada to drop NATO 
by Jean Sloan 

The city of Halifax and Mount 
Saint Vincent hosted Gwynne 
Dyer on Jlebruary 17th at a f~­
rum held in Seton Academic 
Centre's auditorium. A re­
spectable crowd turned out to 
listen to Dyer speak on Canada's 
defense policy option. Gwynne 
Dyer has earned his reputation as 
writer and narrator for the 
National Film Board's War ~d 
Defense of Canada . films. He 1s 
also known for his numerous 

dicated columns on 
syn aff . 
international airs. . 

Dyer began his lecture Wlth 
the history of the Cold War and 
. . onceptions. NATO was its misc . 

all. ce' formed to protect its an 1an . . . 
b from Soviet invasion. 

mem ers . 
NATO troops in Euro~e were 

h to be parucularly 
thong t t &or protective reasons 
. portan i· b "ldin 
JJ1l all w time for re m g 
and to 1~ War JI. This original 
after W~r ·ets is what led to the 
fear of ovi d to its escalation. 
Cold War : audience that this 
Dyer told ;om a non-existent 
war arose . ts were outnumbered 

t Sovie . 1 . 
threa · financia straits . • poor . . 
and 1n "If they got 1t into 
said Dyer, to attack, they would 
their heads their heads exam­
have to have evalent idea that 
jned." Thew~ is justified h~s 
the cold •mply because 1t 

. about s1 
corne 

has been in existence for some 
forty years. NATO and the cold 
war are seen as the government's 
role in prevention of conflict. 

Dyer proceeded to recount the 
history of the League of Nations 
who realized the losing cause of 
government-formed alliances. 
They wanted to break the cycle 
and propose the idea for collec­
tive security where any country 
attacking another country would 
be accountable to the world. Al­
though the League of Nations 
collapsed and was followed by 
the second world war, the idea of 
collective security was not for­
gotten and a new group, the 
United Nations was formed . 

Dyer has his reasons for his 
personal support of collective 
security and dismantling of or­
ganizations such as NATO. He 
said it would save the world, get 
r-id of arms, solve political 
problems and stop the destruc­
tion collaboration. 

Dyer believes that Canada has 
an important role to play in 
achieving world peace. He 
strongly encourages Canada to 
implement a Canadian Neutral 
Defence Policy and withdraw 
from NATO. Dyer believes 
Canada to be the perfect choice 
as a leader and as an example for 
others to follo w. One audience 
member asked if this would not 

make us easy prey for a Soviet Secondly, the U.S . would be 
attack. Dyer pointed out that our busy trying to convince other 
geographical location would nations not to follow suit. 
protect us from assault. He Thirdly, if the U.S. were to 
maintained that only a Nuclear impose economic pains on 
war could hurt Canada, thus the Canada, other countries would 
policy must be aimed at averting develop a negative att itude 
a third world war. towards the State and would be 

Another member raised the is- further inclined to follow our 
sue of American reaction. If the example. 
Americans were opposed they Dyer does, however, believe 
could impose economic sane- that a neutral Canada could not 
tions on Canada. Dyer gave afford to be disarmed. Defense 
three reasons why this would not would still be necessary to deter 
happen. First, American invest- attack and enforce boundaries. 
ment in Canada is too high to Gwynne Dyer effectively in-
allow tor monitoring a boycott. troduced to us the option of de-
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The next speaker, a male, was 

in full support of the T.WWC and 
did not feel men would be 
shafted by a women's only pub 
n ight. 

Jan Thomas, union president, 
then got up and stated the policy 
which was the basis for the 
decision. She mentioned lhe is­
sue which McKay had skirted 
about the pub being a public 
place, normally open to every­
one . 

Finally, another speaker al­
lowed that the morale boost for 
women should be more impor­
tant tr.an any possible harm to 
men. 

In all, the session was infor­
mative, but didn't truly clear up 
the issue. Both sides voiced 
their opinions, but neither side . 
relented. 

Student Union will be holding 
a special pub night as part of 
Women's Week, but the pub will 
be open to all wishing to attend. 
It is to be held in Vinnies on 
March 10th. 

fense neutrality. He has proven 
that it would not be an endan­
germent to Canada, financially 
or otherwise. He believes we 
could set a very good example 
for the rest of the world towards 
achieving collective security. 

Dyer is, however, realistic. He 
realizes that a neutral defense 
pclicy -cannot be a;:hieved in a 
.,hor: time. It has yet to become 
an ir.lportant issue on the plat­
forms of our politicians. There 
;s E .iU much lobbying to be 
doJte ~fore Dyer's proposal is 
given sericus consideration in 
our parliament's national policy. 
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----~-----editorial-
\sermon on ihe Mount~ Letters 

Tuition 
to the Editor: 

,------------------------1"✓ Dear Editor: 
There are a lot of things in 

Well, what can I say, the Mount community 
should pat themselves on their collectlv.e 
backs for the success of last week's 
women's supplement. However, use the 
other hand In defense. 

If any of you remember, this week was 
supposed to be another celebration of 
Ideas In the Picaro. The Arts Supplement, 
remember. 

' Well, In the centre spread of this Issue, 
you w/11 find some excellent poetry from a 
handful of students who are creative and 
have something to say. Where Is the rest? 

The Idea for an Arts Supplement was 
forged from a complaint I have heard on 
numerous occasions. "Why doesn't the 
Mount offer students a forum In which they 
can have creative writing publlshed and 
shared?" We, the Picaro, In response to this 
demand offered students unlimited space In 
their newspaper. The art gallery Just fin­
ished a successful exhibition of local talent, 
so what happened to the writers? 

Come to think of It, the Women's Supple­
ment was centred around a small group of 
people as well. One contributor said to me, 
"you know, women are busy." Well If this 
was to mean that women are busy fighting 
tor equallty, what better way to do It? 

I guess If It was Christmas and, I was Santa, 
I'd be stocking up on coal. Come on Mount 
Saint Vincent-get the lead out! 

Jeffrey G. Mann 
Editor 

this world that people simply 
cannot depend on, but one thing 
you can always depend on is for 
the powers that be within this 
university to increase tuition 
fees. 

This year we can count on an­
other increase. This means we 
will be paying over $1,630 

' ... and while it may appear on 
the surface that $1,630 is the 
final amount, it isn't. Let us not 
forget about the forever present 
"incidental fees." 

The name incidental is a most 
appropriate one because it is the 
word you hear just before you are 
asked to fork over some money. 
You'll be standing in some line, 

-sitting in class or maybe you're 
in the library and you'll hear 
those famous words ... 
"INCIDENTALLY ... you owe an 
additional $15 for a So­
cial/Athletic fee" or "INCIDEN­
TALLY ... if you want to use the 
typewriters in the library you 
will be charged 25¢ per half 
hour." Or "INCIDENTALLY ... if 
you are not registering for both 
terms now, then you will be 
charged a carrying charge of 
$25." Or "INCIDENTALLY ... it · 
is not our problem that your 
bursary is late, you will still be 
charged $5 per week for late 
fees." Or "INCIDENTALLY ... if 
you are going to take this sci­
ence lab then you owe us $5 for 
the use of these lab safety 
glasses." Or "INCIDENTALLY 
... you are going to need a 
cassette tape for your next 
French assignment and it's only 
going to cost you $2." 

GEf THE PICTURE? 
So the next time someone 

I/ tells you that your tuition fee to 
---------------------"------ attend the Mount is only $1,630 

A meeting place where the 
untraditional is a tradition 
Beside Cleves on Argyle Street 
1665 Argyle Street, Halifax, NS 
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::ry saying .. . "INCIDENTALLY .. .I 
don't think your stick is on the 
ice." 

A rose is a rose is a 
rose .. . and ... a fee is a fee is a 
fee. 
Yours in Confusion, 
Paul Card 

Pro-choice 
Dear Editor: 

I write on behalf of all people 
who support a woman's right to 

choose abortion. 
The Supreme Court of Canada 

struck down section 251 of the 
Criminal Code as being uncon­
stitutional: the majority of the 
Justices believe that the law im­
pinged on women's right to life, 
liberty and security of person. 
Women have been given a con­
stitutional guarantee of access to 
abortion. 

As a nation, we are now in a 
position to move beyond the 
tired debate of pro-choice versus 
anti-choice and progress to an 
intelligent discussion of preven­
tion. The solution to this whole 
question, after all, is to make 
the need for abortions obsolete . 

We must pull together and 
work towards the establishment · 
of sex education programs in the 
schools and birth control clinics 
in the communities. Responsible 
decisions can only be made with 
complete and "full knowh:dge of 
the options available. 

We urge our prov_incial and 
federal legislators to put their 
energies and resources into 
meeting the health needs of 
Canadian women: the Canadian 
Abortion Rights Action League 
supports the establishment of 
community health clinics that 
would provide a full range of 
services to women including 
birth control counselling and 
abortion services. 

We believe that ~omen are 
caring and moral beings, fully 
capable of making difficult deci­
sions for themselves. Until such 
time as there is not one single 
unplanned and unwanted preg­
nancy in any community, abor­
tion must be an option that is 
available to those women who 
choose it. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Le Rougetel 
Chapter Representative 
( '.AR AIJHalifu 

--------the-
Pjca[Q 

Once upon a time, a little man 
named Picaro proclaimed the 
news throughou t the 
countryside. Today, he settln 
for the campus of Mount Saini 
Vincent l,.lniversity. 

The P~ro is !he stucA!nts' 
newspaper, and .. contributions 

11'.om the student body are always 
.J elcome. The deadline tor copy 
and letters-to-the-editor is Friday 
a t noori. Aft submissions must be 
s igned, double-spaced, and 
typed . . We will not consider publf­
cation otherwise. Anonymity, 
however, can. be granted upon 
request. ,i,e Picaro reserves 
the right to ~it for length and/or 
legality. Lengthy letters to the 
editor may be submitted as Hyde 
Parx Comer featuree. 

Views expressed herein are 
solely those of the 1,iUlhor or 
artist. _ 

The Picaro is a member of the 
Canadian University Press, and 
of Campus.Plus. We subscribe to 
·tt,e CUP Statement of Principles, 
and to its Code of Ethics. 

The Picaro is located in Room 
403 of Rosaria Centre. Feel free 

•.to drop by. Excuse the mess ... 
Picaro staff can be reached 

at443-44'50, ext. 195. 
_ Ad rates are available by 

calling 443-4450, ext 1~5. 

Editor: 

Jeffrey G. Mann 

Entertainment Editor: 

Robert Caume 

Office Manager: 

Lisa Bugden 

Graphics and Distribution: 

Ross Edison Bowneas 

Publishing Board Rep: 

Michele Malllet 



-----------news---
£~~nference lacked Mount participati<?.~adershiP 

Cranston of stud~nt lead~rship. ':'- choice 9:11d constructive use of meetmg · door, JUSt before the_ grand fi- t~ .c~nfJJ'l'lle!undin up infor-
The MSVU . of seminars were available at time. T-oastmaster George Burton nale. This left the high school abi~iies by ale g and by 

its sev th Student Uruon held any given time so everyone shared his secrets about dynamic students, who demonstrated what ma~ve gueSt sp~ h ~s ffective 
confe en annual leadership could focus on their own public speaking. they had learned through skits pulling off a ~lis nle • e et is 

rence on M h 5 . akn . . nference Their o y regr "Studer.ts 0 . . arc • interests or we esses. The conference ended on a involvin2 stressful situations. co . - · did ach more 
Leader~~ "trectmg: A Show of In Act One, students chose _,so_ur note when most of the Organizers ' Tina Murphy, that 1S effect not re 
nized b p was very well orga- between time management, Mount students bolted for the Heather Coffin and Naomi Mar- Mount students. 
tised A ut not very well adver- stress management and group 
de ~ ttendance by Mount stu- dynamics. Money was the topic 
~ was poor. of Act Two. Smart budgeting and 

h' { 0m a.:ross the province, the religious implications of 
ig school students and guid- having too much money were 

~ce councillors came to take two choices. The third was fund 
8 vanta~e of the learning raising, handled by Carol God-
0?J>0rtunity. Mount Student As- dard, the executive director of 
st:ts made up the bulk of our Big Brothers/Big Sisters. 
s u ent representation; their Judy Savoy, a CBC broad-
:;tract requires them to attend caster, was a big hit at the lun-

conference. Jan Thomas and cheon. She warned students 
a !ew others represented student about the power of the media. As 
~ruon, though all of our student ~ways, Chef Rene put on a great 
~~ders could have gained some- feast. • 

mg from the experience. The afternoon seminars cov-
" The re.curring theme of ered topics such as Robert's 
stud~nts dtrecting" made the day Rules of Order, ·resume writing, 

cohesive and supported the idea career choices, job interviews, 

W~men's rally enjoyed 
by Cheryl O'Connell own women's rally ano pub 

Shortly following the Interna­
tional Women's Week Commit­
tee forum on women's rights, 
there was a women's rally held 
in Seton Academic Centre's 
Auditorium. B. at noon on March 
8th. 

There was originally to be a 
rally sponsored by the IWWC, 
however, the committee was en­
raged at the Student Union's de­
cision not to allow the commit­
tee to hold an all-women's pub 
night. As a result, they cancelled 
the rally and the pub night. The 
Student Union organized their 

night in lieu of those cancelled 
by the IWWC. 

The union's rally was boy­
cotted by the IWWC, thus there 
were few people in attendance. 
Those who did attend, however, 
enjoyed themselves immensely. 
The n,:Iy included remarks by 
Mount President Dr. Naomi Her-
som, entertainment by Rose 
Vaughn on guitar and a very in­
fo rm a ti v e film entitled 
"Enterprising Women." 

The rally was not an angry 
condemnation session. but a true 
celebration of the spirit of 
women. 

, New co-op director 
by Cheryl Jenkins taugnt at both Mount Allison 

Margaret Muise, former execu­
tive director of the Victoria 
General Hospital, has replaced 
Val Cowan as co-op coordinator 
for public relations and business 
students at the Mount. 

Cowan, who has held the po­
s,.tion for the past two and a half 
1 ars has been appointed direc­

i:r ~f human resources and 
trlning with the IMP Group 
Limited, aerospace · and marine 
manufacturers. 

Muise, a native Haligonian. 
holds a BSc degree ~d ~ MBA 
from Dalhousie Uruvers1ty. She 

Fiesta for 
by Katherine Scrimshaw 

M t Saint Vincent's modem 
oun . h ld. e department 1s o mg 

lan~uannag ual Fiesta on March 11. 
therr h G 

Students of _Frenc_ '. ~rm~ 
S anish are part1c1pating m 

and Jesta. Skits, songs and 
the ill be performed by each 
danc;: : level, and all students 
Jang g lty are welcome to come 
and facu 

en·oy the show. . 
and Jddition to the entertam-

Jn athere will be a costume 
rnent .. n open to everyone 
competitlO tluck buffet. Denise 
and a Fpo ch professor and Fi­
Nevo, ren 

University and Universite de 
Moncton and held a marketing 
position with General Motors 
before acquiring the position at 
Victoria General three and a half 
years ago. 

She is looking forward to her 
new role, and hopes to aid stu­
dents in their transition from 
school to the workplace. 

Muise is presently screening 
potential employers, acting as .a 
liaison between the employers 
and students, arranging inter­
views. counseling the co-op stu­
dents and finalizing · job posi­
tions. 

students 
esta organizer, expects a large 
turnout. "It's a great opportunity 
for students to practice their 
language, meet other students 
and have fun," says Nevo. 

The Fiesta will be held in the 
Seton Academic Centre in rooms 
404 and 405. It will begin at 3 
pm and last approximately three 
hours. Admittance is free as the 
cost of this event is being cov­
ered by the sale of raffle tickets 
for language dictionaries, restau­
rant vouchers and theatre tickets. 
Tickets are Jlvailable from lan­
guage students and faculty. The­
draw will be made at the Fiesta. 

"Stock our Stacks" fundraiser 
by Karen Chilton 

SOS, a familiar (:TY to many 
students. But for Mount Saint 
Vincent University students, 
SOS now has a new meaning­
Stock our Stacks, a campaign 
initiated by the university's 
president to address the shortage 
of books in the Mount's library. 

Dr. Naomi Hersom kicked off 
the campaign by making a large 
donation and asking the Board 
of Governors to match it. From 
there the challenge went on to • 
ask everyone else to match that 
amount. 

Fundraising coordinators hope 

continued from page 1 
popular choice for most students 
who participate in SWAP. In 
1987 some 1,200 students 
worked in this country. There are 
also work programs offered in 
·Ireland, France, Australia, New 
Zealand and (the most recent ad­
dition) Japan. In 1987, 1,710 
students worked abroad through 
SWAP. 

"CFS is looking into obtain­
ing bilateral agreements between 
the Canadian government and 
several other countries in order 
to expanC1 SWAP, " said 
Macerollo. "Right now we are 
looking into Finland and West 
Germany." 

As for the other service pro- . 
grams offered, Macerollo said, 
"There is a fairly high user rate 
of the Student Saver Program in 
most major cities but more work 
needs to be done in promoting 
this program because many stu­
dents don't realize the number of 
discounts that are available to 
them. There are over 6,000 dis­
counts nation-wide that students 
can take advantage of." 

Discounts vary according to 
the size of the cities and the 
number of students expected to 
use the discounts. Here in Hali­
fax there are approximately 160 
discounts available for Mount 
students across Nova Scotia. A 
booklet listing these discounts 
is available from the Student 
Union Office in Rosaria. 

Two new services that are 
currently being developed are the 
CFS Health Insurance Plan and 
the CFS Net (a computer 
communications network for all 
CFS members). 

"The Health Insurance Program 
was initiated because of demands 
made by CFS members for more 
control over their health insur­
ance policies," said Macerollo. 
"Each university chooses from a 
wide-range of options. Although 
the · plan is national, each indi­
vidual student union designs 

the drive will raise $20,000. 
Valerie Burkimsher, development 
manager, sees no problem in 
reaching that goal. "We've just 
started our campaign and we're 
already half-way there," she said. 

The development office is 
asking the support of alumnae, 
faculty, administration, staff and 
students to help reach the 
$20,000 goal. 

The first group of students to 
answer the SOS call were the 
Mount Student Assistants 
(MSA's) by donating $350 to 
the campaign. 

To take part in Stock our 
Stacks a donation of $49.50 is 

eir plan according to the spe­
cific needs of their students. To 
date we have four universities on 
the plan: Windsor, Memorial, 
Western Grads and Regina. 

"CFS Net was initiated last 
year but is really only just get­
ting started this year. What we 
would like to have in place is a 
computer communications net­
work that will allow all CFS 
members to communicate with 
one another, as well as the cen­
tral office of CFS. This commu­
nication network would include 
electronic mail, updates, bulletin 
boards and however many other 
forms of computer communica­
tions that can be designed . and 
used. The linkage would be made 
through telephone wires and will 
use IBM compatible computers. 

"The cost •for using CFS Net 
will be dependent upon use," 
said Macerollo. "As a rough es­
timate, we are too.king at about 
$400 per students' union." 

Besides the many services 
CFS provides, the national stu­
dent organization is also a 
lobby group for its members. 
"Funding is always the main is­
sue for CFS," said Macerollo. 
"We are always looking at ways 
of improving funding policies 
for students and the post-sec­
ondary educations system in 
general." 

Right now, main concerns for 
CFS are on student-aid programs 
and transfer payments. 

"We are looking into the 
changes that are being made to 
the Student Loans Act for 1988. 
We are looking towards a more 
realistic assessment of the stu­
dent bursaries and loans across 
the country. We are very con­
scious of the imbalance that ex­
ists between provinces when it 
comes to student funding and we 
are encouraging the governrnent 
to develop a national bursary 
program in order to correct this 
imbalance," said Macerollo. 

"Transfer payments are a per-

required. With each donation the 
library will buy a book, on a 
priority basis, and put a book­
plate with the donor's name in­
side. The bookplate can also be 
in memory of someone else. 

As a token of gratitude, the 
library will display an honour 
book listing the names of those 
who have donated money to the 
campaign and the names of 
books purchased with each 
donation. 
To date, approximately $8,500 

has been raised through the 
Stock our Stacks campaign. This 
has translated into the purchase 
of about 172 books. 

feet example of the pathetic 
breakdown in federal -provincial 
relations that exist. Th e two 
governing bodies have never 
been able to develop common 
standards as to how much money 
will be allocated to each 
province and how this money 
will be used for ~ e university 
system in that province. A na­
tional standard needs to be set. 
To date there has never be~n a 
national committee estat lished 
to examine this issue. €FS is 
attempting to put one in to 
place. The provincial and federal 
governments must recognize the 
need for a national regulation 
body that can monitor transfer 
payments and ensure that they 
are being used in the best inter­
est of the students and the uni­
versity system. Of course, the 
provinces aren't fond of the idea 
because they view it as a threat 
to their authority and their con­
trol over these funds. But, in the 
interest of students and the na­
tional university system, we feel 
this would be the best way of 
ensuring the transfer payme1'ts 
are used correctly. 

"Besides what we do in Ottawa 
and across the country, it is im­
.portant that students themselves 
'take a stand on these issues," 
said Macerollo. "Take some time 
out to phone your local MP or 
write a letter to them. Chances 
are they don't know about the 
problems of funding and student 
aid. Most MP's don't think much 
about these issues." 

As a national body, CFS is 
~e ~nly national student orga­
mzation offering these wide 
range of student services. CFS is 
the national voice for students 
and represents approximately 
5_00,000 post-secondary educa­
uon students from 55 student 
associ~tions across Canada. Paul 
Card 1s the local representative 
of CFS at the Mount. Card is the 
external vice-president of the 
MSlr'U Students' Union. 
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Remembering a friend 

When I remember my friend 
I get sad and lonely. 
But then I think qf all the good times we shared. 
the advice he gave, 
the lessons he taught. 
I learned a lotfnnn my.friend. 
I mlss my.friend, we shared a lot. 
But when I look at his .son 
I remember my.friend 
and I say to myself, 
I didn't lose my.friend 
he's still here in his son 
and in my heart. 

Always nmtembered, 
Richard Collins 

Tri 
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elvet sky 

·writer's Block 
Pen flrmly clenched In my hand, 
I determinedly stare at the lonely bleak paper. 
Where are the words? the thoughts? the emotions? 
Why do they desert me now, In my hour of need? 
I must write a poem, I must! • 
My mind strains against the Icy barrier 
Of writer's block. 
Only yesterday I thought of spring. 
With a poetic heart and g low ing phrases 
I described the first delicate scent of spring­
The green refreshing smell of new life; 
The earthy smell of sunwarmed soil. 
But today, 
Today winter has conquered the frailty of yesterday's spring. 
A cold white blanket of snow has burled the green shoots of thought, 
And I must wait for the thaw. 

Tracey Ernst 

ows keep ma compony. 
emorles 
t. 
hadows; 
ellght. 

n the sky Is dark 
ht is banished. 
Ide by day 

Masquerade 
People dance through the masquerade 
With painted masks 
And hidden eyes. 
What tragedies are festering 
Behind those closely guarded eyes? 
What wants and needs are trapped inside 
Cold, unchanging, painted masks? 
Do those stiffly molded lips 
Have any secrets to depart? 
No one lif ts his mask away, 
Each is afraid of what the others will say: 
The tears may flow; 
He may laugh too loud­
He 'd be chastised 
For disturbing the crowd. 
And so they all dance the masquerade 
With painted masks 
And hidden eyes, 
Living through unending lies 
Where no one laughs and no one cries­
Everyone just politely smiles 
As the masquerade goes on. 

Tracey Ernst 
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---------nationa~ 
Curtis comes home to jail 
NEW YORK (CUP)-Alice Curtis' 
son is coming home. 

A five-year battle to transfer 
Bruce Curtis to a Canadian jail 

. finally paid off February 26; 
whe_n New Jersey Governor 
Thomas Kean announced the 24-
year-o ld Nova Scotian will be 
moved to a Ontario penitentiary. 

In C11nada, Curtis will be eli­
gible for parole in December, 
1989. He could get day parole 
even sooner. Under American 
law, he would not qualify for re­
lease until 1992. 

But while Alice Curtis is 
happy Bruce will be in the 
country by May, she still 

doesn't believe justice has been 
served. 

"While we're celebrating that 
he's going to get away from that 
vindictive environment in New 
Jersey, we did not get justice. 
He's still coming home with a 
20-year sentence," she said. 

A then-18-year-old Bruce was 
hit with the maximum, two­
decade jail term for aggravated 
manslaughter in the 1982 death 
of Rosemary Podgis, the mother 
of his schoolmate Scott Franz. 
The two boys had gone to Loch 
Arbour, New Jersey to visit 
Franz' parents that summer. 

Franz pleaded guilty to shoot- · 

ing his stepfather Al, and was 
promised the minimum sen­
tence-20 years-for first-degree 
murder in return for testifying 
against Bruce. 

Bruce testified that after hear­
ing gunshots, he picked up one 
of the many rifles Al Podgis left 
lying around the house and ran. 
But he collided with Rosemary 
Podgis: The rifle misfired, he 
said, and killed her. 

The same gun went off acci-
den tly in a courtroom 
demonstration. 

Said Bruce's New York lawyer, 
"I've never doubted his inno­
cence. The trial was a complete 

travesty." k the 
Joanne Legano too _on an 

case two years ago, refusing y 
payment. 

The transfer approval was 
made against the advice of the 
state prosecutor's office and the 
New Jersey commissioner of 
corrections. 

Legislat ive Assistant Dan 
Donov an says Curtis ' parole 
hearing will be complicate~. 
Donovan said New Jersey offi­
cials demanded a guarantee Bruce 
would spend at least 10 years 
behind bars before a transfer was 
·granted. 

"(Canadians) told them in a 

very diplomatic way to sh . ,. D . ove 
1t, ono~an said. But he 
suspects P?s.on. authorities will 
keep that m nund when Bruce 
comes up for parole. 

Officials at King st 
Penit~ntiary will assess Bru on 

d Al . C . h ce, an ice urtts opes her 5 

. will be . ~ove_d to Springhi~~ 
Nova Scotia, JUSt a few mil . es 
away from the family home. 

Bruce . had ~en s_lated to attend 
Dalhousie Uruvers1ty in Halifax 
when he was jailed. Since then, 
~e has maintained an A average 
m correspondence courses from 
Queen's, according to Lorraine 
Peever, his aunt 

Quebec part-timers to get bursaries · and loans? 
QUEBEC CITY (CUP)-Part-time 
students in Quebec will be able 
to apply for loans and bursaries 
if a resolution adopted at the re­
cent Liberal party convention 
here is accepted by the provin­
cial government. 

But Luc Rheaume, press at­
tache for Education Minister 
Claude Ryan, said it is too soon 
to tell whether the ruling Liberal 
government will implement the 
proposals. "We will check for 
sure if we . can do something 
about these resolutions, but for 

now, we don't know what we'll 
do," he said. 

The motion is not binding on 
the government but on the eve 
of the convention Ryan said he 
would follow any resolution 
adopted by the delegates. 

At the party's convention, 
held February 26 to 28, the Lib­
eral's youth wing presented a 
resolution asking that students 
enrolled in two or more courses 
be eligible for fi nancial aid. 
Currently, students must be en­
rolled in at least four courses 

every term to apply. 
It is the third consecutive year 

that the resolution has passed. 
The 3000-Grit delegates also 

adopted a resolution asking the 
government to calculate student 
loans without considering the 
financial situation of parents. 

L'Association nationale des 
etudiantes et etudiants du quebec 
(ANEEQ), the province;s largest 
student coalition, picketed _out­
side the convention hall, accus­
ing the government of breaking 
election promises on financial 

aid and tuition fees. 
ANEEQ Secretary-General 

Jean-Pierre Paquet said the 
adopted resolutions are nothing 
new. 

The Quebec government 
spends $275 million on student 
financial aid annually. Of that 
amount, $200 million funds bur­
saries, and the rest pays the in­
terest charges on student loans. 

Resolutions to let s tudents 
evaluate their teachers' perfor­
mance and increase funding to 
underfinanced universities were 

rejected. 
The convention ended before 

dele~ates could discuss a resolu­
tion irom ,Kyan·s riding to raise 
tuition fees to the average level 
of other ' Canadian provinces. 
Quebec tuition fees remain the 
lowest in Canada, tagged at j11St 
under $600 a term for 19 years. 

The party's general council 
will debate the matter this June. 
Youth wing President Joel Gau­
thier said the young Liberals are 
strongly opposed to the pro­
posed hike. 

Big bucks in technology min•istry 
OTT AW A (CUP)-Opposition 
critics fear the federal govern­
ment is playing handball with 
university research funds and is 
creating a new "superministry" 
to CQVer it up. 

New Democrat Science Critic 
Howard McCurdy said recently an 

alarming portion of the $1.3 
billion Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney promised for research 
will go towards the administra­
tion of the new ministry of in­
d.ustry, science and technology. 

McCurdy said sources in the 
current ministry of state for sci-
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ence and technology told him 
that as much as $450 million' 
will go into the new ministry's 
operating budget: 

"I'm definitely convinced that 
there was such a proposal," said 
the MP's Legislative Assistant 
Don Lenihan. "I have sources in 
the ministry that they have seen 
the figures ." 

"They (the Conservatives) 
have completely lost credibility 
in the science community," 
Lenihan said. "I'm not being * 
partisan at all, it's just 
ridiculous." 

But Science Minister frank 
Oberle has said that none of the 
$1.'.3 billion that Brian Mul-
roney promised at a science 
conference in January would go 
to administration costs. 

Liberal Science Critic William 
Rompkey called the funding an­
nouncement a ''Tory scam" and 
said the $1 billion simply came 
from previous cuts the govern­
ment made to its science coun-

cils like the National Research not realistic.' The document 
Council and Atomic Energy of "was a lot of smoke and mir-
Canada Limited. rors," he said. 

"They slashed the budgets at The MP said the advisory 
the science councils," Lenihan board was a sideshow for the 
said. Conservatives to detract from 

The three federal research their lack of commitment to re-
councils are struggling for search and post-secondary educa-
money, he said. under the gov- tion. 
ernment's matching grants pol- "I think the advisory council 
icy where private contracts to is on the right track," Rompkey 
universities are matched dollar said. "I'm not sure they have 
for dollar by the government. , gone far enough in the recom-

'The matching grants policy mendation of money." 
is a complete failure and it is a "If you don't concentrate on 
way the government can avoic! d" research iyid development, you 
~pen mg ~ oney on the grant- are not going to have growth in 
mg councils," Lenihan said. businesses and create new jobs," 

The National Advisory Board he said. 
on . Science and Technology , The Association of Universi-
~harred by the Prime Minister, ties and Colleges of Canada are 
JUSt released its report calling criticizing the government for 
f~r a doubling of the money directing money towards applied 
given to the grant councils . rather than basic research, which 

Rompkey said the report's the AUCC said is "absolutely 
recommendations to curb re- essential to our ability to sus-
search spending at 2.5 per cent tain economic and social devel-
of the gross national prod t .. . " uc is opment over the long tenn. 

UVic council pays students to attend meeting 
VICTORIA (CUP)-Quorum is so ~ion building cafeterias p h al need for 
f · th u · • D • · rac e sees. a re 
ore•gn to e mversity of espite the bribe only 40 th · al f& y · · • l al 1 h • e promotion o 1er . 

. ictohn a s thannua g~n1 er _dmeet- peop_ e s Qowed up at the recent "Currently there's no real 
mg t at e counc1 pai. stu- meeting. uorum at the 10 000 . . neral 
d d • . , - purpose m commg to ge 
ents to come out. stu ent uruvers1ty is 100 . ,. . " cording 

"In order to encourage stu- But the minim . meetings, she said. Ac 
d d , . . . um attendance to our current bylaws the 

ents to atten , we re issumg requuement is reduced b h . "ble leg· 
Student Saver bucks," said Pam after one hour h Y alf (meeting) has no tangi 

as elap d · 1 · th · " Frache, student council presi- Councillors refused t . se · is allve au onty. . , e 
dent. the bucks n . 0 validate Frache .said she d1dn t ~e 

Each buck is good for a $1 had gone byun 1 h sixty minutes anything · wrong with pay11lg 
' w en the me tin l annual gen· discount at either of the two could begin. e g peop e to . vote at an 

eral meeting. 



--------national--
Challenge fund doubled in Newfoundland 
ST. JOHN'S (CUP)-Theoreti­
cally even a student in New­
foundland could find a job this 
summer. The federal government 
has nearly doubled the 
province's Challenge '88 summer 
job creation program grant. 

A 92 per cent hike in New­
foundland's Challenge money 
was annoW1ced at a February 26 
press conference by John Cros­
bie, Member of Parliament for 
St. John's West. The funding 
will jump from $5.9 million to 
$11.4 million. 

"There is obviously a greater 
need for such funding in New­
foundland than elsewhere," said 
Crosbie, who is also the federal 
minister of transport. "We're ap­
plying the principles of regional' 

disparity." 
The returning student unem­

ployment rate in Newfoundland 
last summer was 25.7 per cent, 
compared to the national average 
of 12.5 per cent. 

The program funding in 
provinces with low rates of un­
employment will be decreased to 
compensate for the higher New­
foundland aid, Crosbie ex­
plained. 

Federal Minister of Youth Jean 
Charest unveiled this summer's 
funding levels January 12. The 
government's $180 million con­
tribution has remained the same 
since 1986. 

Ann Marie Vaughan, president 
of Memorial University's student 
council, credited the increase to'. 

the lobbying efforts of the 
Canadian Federation of Students 
and the council itself. 

She said the increase in fund­
ing "is the best way to go", but 
that it alone would not be suffi­
cient. 

"This is a good move but the 
government can't jus t throw 
money at the problem," Vaughan 
said . "Last summer, only $1000 
was spent on promotion ef­
forts-the program would work a 
lo t better if more employers 
knew about it." 

Jack Harris, federal "New 
Democratic Party MP for the rid­
ing of St. John's East, which 
includes Memorial, pointed out 
that the deadline for project ap­
plications for Challenge '88 was 

March 4. Employers had five 
working days after hearing about 
the increase to apply. 

Minister of State for Youth 
Jean Charest said in a press re­
lease that "this increase shows 
the government's commitment to 
address regional disparity and to 
assist in the development of 
Newfoundland's fu ture work­
force ." 

Accord ing to S ta t is ti cs 
Canada, Newfoundland's unem­
ployment rate is 18.0 per cent. 
The national average is 8.9 per 
cent. 

Pundits are expecting the fed­
eral Tories will call an election 
within the next few months. 
Said Crosbie, "This is nothing 
to do with an election. We're 

just addressing a problem."' 
A major component of the 

beefed up program is the Summer 
Employment/Experience Devel-·t 
.opment, or SEED, which will re­
ceive $11.1 million. Employers 
apply for money to help pay the 
wages of 'students they hire in 
the summer for a maximum of 18 
weeks. Money not distributed to 
the private sector is used to pay 
minimum wage to students hired 
in the public and non-profit sec­
tors. 

The remaining $300,000 will 
be directed to loans. Students are 
given an interest free loan of up 
to $3000 to set up their own 
businesses. Last year, over 30 
enterprises were started in New­
foundlan9 through the program. , 

Feds force universities to adopt 
affirmative· action · 
VANCOUVER-In order to re­
main eligible for federal con­
tracts, two British Columbia 
universities have been forced to 
adopt policies ensuring that 
women, aboriginal people, the 
disabled, and visible minorities 
are· fairly represented in the 
campus work force. 

The Fedt ral Contractors Pro­
gram for employment equity re­
quires all qrganizations bidding 
on federal contracts worth over 
$200,000 to sign a "certificate 
o f commitment" · to adopt 
affirmative action hiring poli­
cies. 

The University of British 
Columbia signed the document 
January 11, and has set up a 
presidential ad-hoc committee to 
•fin_e the vmaram. 

The university will also hire 
an employment equity officer to 
regulate the program, said Albert 
McClean, UBC vice-principal 
academic and committee member. 

"I don't think we've been act­
ing unfairly in employment, but 
it gives the federal government a 
chance to double check," said 
M cClean. 

Both UBC and Simon Fraser 
University, which signed its 
certificate of commitment last 
year, will begin compiling data -
on the percentages of people 
within each designated group al­
ready working on campus. 

Current census figures provide 
information on the number of 
women, but identifying people 
who are disabled, of aboriginal 
origin, or who are of a visible 
minori ty, violates B.C.'s Human 
Rights Code. 

Both universities have been 
granted exemptions by the 
provincial Human Rights Com­
mission to carry out th eir sur­
veys. Once the results are in, the 
two universities will compare 

• those statistics to the provincial 
averages and set reasonable 
goals for changes, if necessary. 

Verna Kirkness, of UBC's 
First Nations House of Learning, 
said there was Of\e native person 
on faculty when she began her 
work trying to improve student 
and faculty representation in 
1981. 

"Now there are 13, not all 
full-time or permanent, and 
mostly in education and law," 
where there are native programs, 
she said. "There should be an 
all-out effort from other pro-

grams, faculties, and schools to 
hire native people as well, not 
just native programs." 

There are 130,000 first na­
tions people in B.C., or 4.5 per 
cent of the population. 

Jean Elder, chair of an ad-hoc 
alliance of UBC women's 
groups, said about 220 of the 
universi ty's' 1500 faculty are 
women. Women account for 
roughly 15 per cent of full -time 
SFU faculty. 

Robin Loxton, of the B.C. 
Coalition for the Disabled, said 
universities "are one of the areas 
where people with disabilities 
have the most success.'' 

Loxton said the recognized 
figure of 55 per cent unemploy­
ment for disabled people is 
probably closer to 80 per cent, 
as statistics don't count people 
who have given up looking for 
work, or are considered unem­
ployable. 

The universities are also re­
quired to examine all hiring-re­
lated policies and practices, for­
mal and informal, that may in­
hibit fair employment of people 
in the four groups. 

Bill Rapanos, regional chief 
employment equity officer for 
the federal government, said fed­
eral representatives can make 
random checks to see if an 
institution is implementing its 
program efficiently. 

SFU students protest tuition _hike 
VANCOUVER (CUP)--Over 100 
angry students armed with a 100-
metre list of complaints against 
higher fees jammed a February 
23 Board of Governors meeting, 
but -Simon Fraser University's 
top decision-making body voted 
in favour of a tuition hike. 

The 4.6 per cent , increase 
means undergraduate students 
will pay $30 more per semester 
next year, adding $500,000 to 
univers ity coffers. The board 
also voted to increase differen­
tial fees for undergraduate visa 
students . · 

"For you guys , $60 is dinner 
and a night out on the town. For 
most students, it's two weeks 
worth of food," shouted SFU 
student Pat Bordon at board 
members. 

"Fees have gone up 150 per 
cent in the last (eight) years and 
it's d isgusting,". said Kavon 
Rouhytilla, another unimpressed 
student at the meeting. "And if 
people don't do anything about 
it no w, (fees ) will go up 'til 
they're blue in the face." 

But the board conceded two 
points. Gra.duate fees will remain 
u_ntouched next year, but will 
rise in the future. The board also 
voted to lower fees for the uni­
versity's work-study program-

one of the most expensive m 

Canada-by $52 to $300 per 
semester. 

The board's decision caps an 
extensive two week "freeze the 
fees" campaign sponsored by the 
student council, which sought to 
pressure the board to reject the 
proposed fee hikes. Instead, the 
council wants students, facul ty 
and administrators to lobby the 
provincial government for more 
funding for post-secondary edu­
cation. 

Board members contend that 
the university needs the extra 
money to offset tuition costs, 
avoid cutting courses and over­
crowding. 

Campaign organizer and coun­
cil external relations officer Paul 
Mendes presented the board with 
1,300 postcards calling for a tu­
ition freeze, alongside a · 1, 700-
signature petition protesting 
differential fees for foreign 
student£. 

Mendes was encouraged by the 
concessions won at the meeting, 
but heavily criticized the board's 
decision to pass the hikes m the 
face of numerous briefs on the 
impact of tuition increases. 

"These people have com­
pletely missed the point we'r~ 
trying to get across," Mendes 
sai<l. "They have completely 
missed the point as to what the 

cumulative effects of increased 
tuition fees have meant to this 
university ... (and) the importance 
of a public lobby, and to me 
that's very sad." 

Much of the protest was lead 
by visa student Haje Protais, 
who entered the meeting room 
wearing a mock military uni­
form, and pulling behind him a 
chained "student" in a skeleton 
mask and graduation cap and 
gown. 
, The skeleton pleaded with 
Protais for a degree, while Pro-

tais' demands for "more money" 
were met with chants of "freeze 
the fees" from the students. 

"Think about it." said Protais, 
"in a country like Canada, stu­
dents have to use food banks." 

Pr~tais spoke on behalf of in­
ternational students, calling 
S FU ' s differential fees 
"discriminatory.'' SFU visa stu­
dents pay up to twice the $1,470 
tuition of domestic students, de­
pending on when they enter the 
university. 
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------ ~entenammen~ 
Caribanza '88: journey through paradise 
by Marla Cranston 

Caribanza '88, held on March 
5, was a figurative "journey 
through the isles of paradise." 
This successful celebration of 
culture was presented by the 
Caribbean societies of St. 
Mary's, Dalhousie and Mount 
Saint Vincent Universities. 

Most people came in classy 
attire to the well-attended event. 
Blue, yellow and green balloons 
floated everywhere and 
Caribbean flags brightened the 

tables. Portholes and tropical 
murals on the walls transformed 
Dalhousie's McG innis Room 
into a simulated cruiseship inte­
rior. 

Typical of the islanders' laid­
back style, things began an hour 
and a half late. It was well worth 
the wait. Lillian Bertrand from 
the Mount sang national an­
thems for all countries repre­
sented including Bermuda, Bar­
bados, the Bahamas, Trinidad, 
Grenada and the Windward and 
Leeward Islands. 

In his opening remarks, 
Deputy Minister of Tourism and 

Culture Robert Garaghty encour­
aged ethnicity in Nova Scotia. 
He said the Caribbean students 
"enhance the cosmopolitan na­
ture of the province." 

Lisa Bethel, president of the 
Dal-Mount Caribbean society, 
helped the guests visualize sandy 
beaches, cool blue water and 
pifia coladas. She said the 
Caribanza's hot and tasty dishes, 
entertainment and island chit 
chat let the homesick students 
share and celebrate their unique 
cultures. "It makes us feel like 
we're at home," she said. 

After the meal, there was a 

festive cultural show, "Islands in 
the Sun." The highlight was the 
host, Sean Tucker, whose spo~­
taneous humour kept everyone in 

a good mood, even though the 
show ran past midnight. . 

Music, dancing, and narrative 
backgrounders expressed the va­
riety in island cultures. '!_'he 
audience sampled the pulsating 
beat of a Goombay (Bantu word 
for rhythm) festival and the fun 
of a Junkanoo festival. Even 
though she was losing her voice 
at the time, Mount student Juli­
ette Lashley-Thome kept every­
one in stitches with her 

interpretation of many island 
accents. The door prizes were 
even entertaining. The first one 
from the Golden Clipper/Head 
Shoppe Ltd., was awarded to a 
man with no hair! 

In her closing statement, SMU 
Caribbean Society President 
Marie Joell said she's glad to be 
able to take back the Halifax 
culture to the islands. By the 
same token, Haligonians are 
r icher in cultural awareness 
thanks to events like the Carib­
anza and to the presence of these 
beautiful island people in our 
daily lives. 

The best com-mercials from 1987 
by Chris Gallant 

"Do not adjust your set, it's 
only the commercial that is , 
wacky." As the opening film in 
their new location on Gottingen 
at Cogswell, Wormwood's is 
presenting THE 1987 WORLD'S 
BEST COMMERCIALS, until 
March 10th. For those who 
watch little TV, this is a sure 
way to catch up on the latest in 
the world of advertising. An ob­
vious contrast in the selling 
techniques of different nations is 
apparent, 122 commercials are 
included in this two-hour 
presentation revealing 
innovative ideas and the 
seriousness of selling products. 
The British are exceptional and 
outlandish with ads that have 
sheep being led to slaughter 

('The Independent Newspaper) and 
anoth~r selling rubber boots, 
where a dog mistakes the red 
boots for a fire hydrant. 

Entries from France endorsed 
the "sex sells" approach. Sen­

_ sual and classic models sell per­
fume, alcohol and clothes. Nu­
dity is used in the sexual con­
text, where the British tend to 
use it with a humorous tone. 

Japan seems to be keeping up 
with their ads in the electronics 
field, sterei,s and batteries. Their 
ads for alcohol surprisingly 
catered to the older and younger 
generations. American commer­
cials tended to overdo the "all 
American" spirit with lots of 
Stars and Stripes. 

Others worth mentioning in­
cluded Brazi l's sacrilegious ad­
vice on the Pope's choice of 
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carpets and Argentina's effective 
antidrug statement. Best of all 
was the public . service an­
nouncement advocating the con­
tinued boycott of South African 
products in which two babies, 
one black and one white, kiss 
and hug in front of the camera. 
The message hits home. 

This show is sure to please 
everyone. 

Wormwoods' new hom e in the 
Carpenters' Hall on Gottingen 
St. is a slightly larger theatre 
with convenient parking, a 
lounge and a concession counter. 
Playing next, from March 11-
13, is The Funeral, the most 

Good Morning Vietnam 
Malcolm Stanley 

The Vietnam War: It is diffi­
cult to write a single line about 
it without provoking disagree­
ment. Likewise, to review films 
about that war is to find ·out ex­
actly what everyone else thinks 
on the subject. Lately, there has 
been a lot to think about. 

It has been an incredible year 
or two• for movies about a topic 
once barred from the large 
screen. Platoon, Full Metal 
Jacket, · Hamburger HIii, 
and Good Morning Vietnam 
have all been released to large 
audiences. In the previous 
decade, serious films about Viet­
nam on a comparable scale num­
bered two: The Deer Hunter 
and Apocalypse Now. Lesser 
films like A Rumour of War 
helped along the development of 
a serious genre, but made no real 
splash with audiences until the 
advent of the VCR. 

Helping keep the water muddy 

is an associated typ_e of film, 
also developed over the p ast 
decade. These have been d e­

.scribed as "feel-good" movies, 
in which Sylvester Stallone or 
Chuck Norris fight the war all 
over again, and this time to win. 
The apparent subject o f these 
fi lms, Vietnam, is n o t what 
these films are about: they are 
not trying simply to win the 
lost war. Instead, they are at­
tempts to prop up an America in 
decline. Vietnam is seen in these 
films as the turning point for 
the country from world omnipo­
tence to relative impotence, so 
that is where the damage control 
must start. 

The difference between the 
"serious" and the "feel-good" is 
highlighted in Good Morning 
Vietnam. This Robin Williams 
film is like a funny dog that 
bites: underneath the laughs is a 
serious message. 

Good Morn in g Vietnam 

tallced about Japanese film (wilh 
subtitles) concerned with the 
ancient way of doing things 
versus the traditional ways. For 
m ore information on upcoming 
m ovies, and more, pick up an 
Agenda MagazJne distributed 
throughou t Halifax and 
Dartmouth, they're free. 

contains the only scene I can 
remember of a Vietnamese per­
son, as a person and not a slo­
gan-spouting automation, ex­
plaining war from a Vietnamese 
perspec tive. Thirteen years after 
the "fall" of Saigon, the possi­
bility is now being examined 
.that the Vietnamese may have 
been the correct winners after 
all. 

Someday it may be possible 
to see an entire film about that 
war as seen from a Vietnamese 
perspective. The television se­
ries Tour of Duty has already 
done episodes that way. As 
c lumsy as they were, such 
episodes represent a leap away 
from prejudice, an attempt at un­
derstanding, and a repudiation of 
the reactionary voilence of films 
like Rambo. America may be in 
decline, but judging from Good 
Morning Vietnam and Tour 
of Duty, its education has only 
just begun. 

Dumptruck, "a breath of fresh air;' 
by Marcel d'Eon 

The members of the cam­
pus/alternative rock group 
Dumptruck make no apologies 
for the name of their band. But 
with the release of their third al­
bum, For The Country, crit­
ics have questioned the direction 
being taken by the Boston-based 
group this time around. 

Gui taris t/vocalis I/songwriter 
Seth Tiven, in a recent live 
review in Sounds mag azin e, 
explained the significance of the 
new album's title. 

Says TI ve n, "We really 

weren't trying to imply anything 
with the title. It was taken from 
a line in the song from the 
record, but it was taken com­
pletely out of context, kind of 
intentionally. I guess we were 
asking for it, calling it that, and 
having a pedal steel player on 
!wo _tracks." He adds, "It's okay, 
1t gives us something to rebel 
against in the future. We want to 
maintain that element of being 
misunderstood." 

Part of what Duniptruck has 
rebelled against since its begin­
nings in rnid-1983 has been a 

steady flow of comparisons be­
tween themselves and REM. 
These comparisons are not to­
tally unfounded as both groups 
have four members and both 
have a guitar-oriented approach. 
It does not help matters any that 
Dumptruck chose to record 
their previous album at Mitch 
Easter's Drive-In Studios in 
North Carolina with Don 
Dixon as producer. This is tt,e 
same studio used by REM; Don 
Dixon has produced projects by 
REM as well as the 
Smithereens. 


